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TEXT OF ARTICLE 55

With a view to the creation of conditions of stability and well-being which
are necessary for peaceful and friendly relations among nations based on
respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples,
the United Nations shall promote:

a. higher standards of living, full employment, and conditions of
economic and social progress and development;

b. solutions of international economic, social, health, and related
problems; and international cultural and educational co-operation;

c.[...]

INTRODUCTORY NOTE

(1) The presentation and organization of the material in this study generally follows the
pattern established in the previous studies of Article 55 of the Repertory and its
Supplements. As in the previous Supplements, the material is divided into two parts — this
first part dealing with economic and social matters under paragraphs (a) and (b) of Article
55, and the second one concentrating on promotion of human rights under paragraph (c)
of that Article. This first part is further divided into a general survey and an analytical
summary of practice.

(2) However, since this Supplement covers a period of ten years, thus much longer than
the periods covered in previous Supplements, and since, at the same time, Part | related to
paragraphs (a) and (b) of Article 55 attempts to explore vast areas of actions taken within
the United Nations, mostly by the General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC) and the Secretary-General, several adjustments to the internal structure were
necessary with a view to offering the reader a comprehensive but still comprehensible
guide to United Nations (UN) practice in those areas. The General Survey of Part |
therefore gives only an essential view of the activities of the UN in the fields relevant to
Article 55, while the Analytical Summary is divided into discrete sections, each of which
addresses a specific problem or set of activities. The issues addressed relate to areas in
which significant action was taken between 2000 and 2009 or areas in which the action
that was taken differed, either in degree or in kind, from that of previous years. When
possible, other issues are briefly addressed within these sections.
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|. ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FIELDS

A. GENERAL SURVEY

1. General remarks

(3) Though paragraphs (a) and (b) of Article 55 are rarely explicitly referenced in
concrete documents,’ their scope is such that a significant portion of the activities of the
principal organs of the UN may be conceived as falling within its provisions. During the
period under review, the principal organs continued to be active in established areas
falling under the scope of those paragraphs, in particular social and economic
development, environment, human settlement, employment and working conditions, rural
development, education, trade, combating international crime or international migration.
They also developed their actions in relatively new areas, such as sport for development,
communication technologies and cybersecurity, groups of countries in special situations,
international financial system or corruption.

(4) The principal organs also made considerable efforts to rationalize and streamline their
policies in promoting the goals of Article 55(a) and (b). In particular, the General
Assembly took steps to adopt an integrated and coordinated implementation of and
follow-up to the outcomes of the major UN conferences and summits in the economic
and social fields? and established an ad hoc committee to coordinate that effort.? In the
area of cooperation for development, the General Assembly decided that the UN
development system should assist national Governments in creating an enabling
environment in which the links between national Governments, the UN development
system, civil society, national non-governmental organizations and the private sector that
are involved in the development process are strengthened, with a view to seeking new
and innovative solutions to development problems in accordance with national policies
and priorities.*

(5) The actions of the principal organs during the period under review were in large part
framed by two major events — the Millennium Summit of 2000 and the World Summit of
2005, which set up the main mid- and long-term objectives for both the UN and its
Member States. Specific objectives adopted during those two events will be explored
further in the respective sections of the Analytical Summary.

! For rare examples see G A resolutions 55/101, 56/152, 57/217, 58/188 and 59/204. See also Article 5 of
the Agreement between the United Nations and the World Tourism Organization (annexed to GA
resolution 58/232).

2 G A resolution 57/270 B.

® G A resolution 57/270 A.

* G A resolution 59/250, para. 9.
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2. The Millennium Summit

(6) The Millennium Summit was the largest gathering of world leaders before and since.
Ninety-nine heads of state, three Crown Princes and forty-seven heads of government
attended the Summit. The leaders met to consider the challenges posed by the problems
of the new millennium. At the conclusion of the Summit, which was held in New York
from 6 to 8 September 2000, the participants issued the United Nations Millennium
Declaration, subsequently adopted by the General Assembly, without vote, as resolution
55/2. In so doing, the heads of state and government participating in the Summit
reaffirmed their “faith in the Organization and its Charter as indispensable foundations
for a more peaceful, prosperous and just world.”

(7) The Millennium Declaration went on to elaborate the values, principles and goals of
the United Nations for the early years of the new millennium. Among other things, the
participants rededicated themselves to solving problems of an “economic, social, cultural,
or humanitarian character.”® Critically, the Declaration states that “Responsibility for
managing worldwide economic and social development, as well as threats to international
peace and security, must be shared among the nations of the world and should be
exercised multilaterally.”” While continuing to emphasize that the primary responsibility
in resolving many economic, social and development problems lay with the relevant
States, as will be shown in the next sections of the present study, the UN organs
repeatedly reaffirmed the value of international action.

(8) Thus, according to the declaration, when the international community acts to address
development problems, the United Nations must, “as the most universal and most
representative organization in the world,” play the central role.® Components of the
Millennium Declaration that fall within Article 55’s rubric of development and
cooperation include commitments to: ameliorate poverty and the ills it generates, create
an environment conducive to sustainable development, support political and economic
transparency, foster good governance, address the needs of developing and least
developed countries, promote gender equality, combat law less behavior, and ensure that
the benefits of new technologies are available to all.

(9) In the sections of the analytical summary below, several of the Millennium
Development Goals feature prominently, as the Millennium Declaration played an
important role in providing a framework in which issues of development were discussed
during the period under review. Relevant goals include reducing the number of people
living in extreme poverty by half and achieving significant improvement in the lives of at
least 100 million slum dwellers by 2020.

3. 2005 World Summit

(10)  The 2005 World Summit became the second main landmark of the period under
review.® From 14 to 16 September, world leaders from over 170 countries gathered at

® G A resolution 55/2.
6
Id.
1d.
®1d.
° Convened by G A resolution 58/291.
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United Nations Headquarters in New York for a World Summit — a High-level Plenary
Meeting of the General Assembly — to commemorate the sixtieth anniversary of the
founding of the UN and to chart its future course in a changed world. The Summit was
organized around six plenary meetings and four interactive roundtable sessions,'® which
reviewed the status of implementation of the Millennium Declaration, as well as the
integrated follow-up to other major UN conferences and summits in the economic, social
and related fields."*

(11) In its report entitled “In larger freedom: towards development, security and
human rights for all,”** submitted to the General Assembly to assist the Summit’s
preparations and negotiations, the Secretary-General warned: “The Millennium
Development Goals must no longer be floating targets, referred to now and then to
measure progress. They must inform, on a daily basis, national strategies and
international assistance alike. Without a bold breakthrough in 2005 that lays the
groundwork for a rapid progress in coming years, we will miss the targets. Let us be clear
about the costs of missing this opportunity: millions of lives that could have been saved
will be lost; many freedoms that could have been secured will be denied; and we shall
inhabit a more dangerous and unstable world.”*®

(12) In approving the 2005 World Summit outcome,'* the Heads of State and
Government reiterated their determination to implement the outcome of the Millennium
Summit, and identified development as one of the four areas of problems® for which it
resolved to provide multilateral solutions. They reaffirmed that “development is a central
goal in itself and that sustainable development in its economic, social and environmental
aspects constitutes a key element of the overarching framework of United Nations
activities,” and stressed the particular importance of good governance and the rule of law
at the national and international levels as essential conditions for sustained economic
growth, sustainable development and the eradication of poverty and hunger.

(13) They underlined the primary responsibility of each country for its own
development and the importance of “supportive global programmes, measures and
policies aimed at expanding the development opportunities of developing countries,
while taking into account national conditions and ensuring respect for national ownership,
strategies and sovereignty,” as part of the global partnership for development framed by
the Millennium Declaration,'® the Monterrey Consensus®’ and the Johannesburg Plan of
Implementation.*® In that context, the adoption and implementation of comprehensive
national development strategies to achieve the Millennium Development Goals and other
internationally agreed goals and objectives were identified among the main tasks.

19 See G A resolution 59/291.

' See G A resolution 58/291.

12 A/59/2005.

B 1d., para 72.

G A resolution 60/1.

15 The other three areas being peace and collective security, human rights and the rule of law, and
strengthening of the United Nations.

16 G A resolution 55/2.

" DP1/2329.

'8 DP1/2305.
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(14) The Heads of State and Government stressed the importance of the increase of
financing for development and recognized the value of developing innovative sources,
provided that those sources do not unduly burden developing countries. They
acknowledged the vital role the private sector can play in generating new investments,
employment and financing for development.

(15) The Heads of State and Government resolved to adopt, by 2006, and implement
comprehensive national development strategies; to manage public finances effectively
and to ensure that development assistance is used to build national capacities; to support
efforts by developing countries to adopt and implement national development policies
and strategies through increased development assistance, the promotion of international
trade as an engine for development, the transfer of technology on mutually agreed terms,
increased investment flows and wider and deeper debt relief; to enhance the contribution
of non-governmental organizations, civil society, the private sector and other
stakeholders in national development efforts, as well as in the promotion of the global
partnership for development; to ensure that the United Nations funds and programmes
and the specialized agencies support the efforts of developing countries through the
common country assessment and United Nations Development Assistance Framework
process, enhancing their support for capacity-building; and to protect the natural resource
base in support of development.'®

(16) The outcome document highlighted as main issues related to development: global
partnership, financing for development, domestic resource mobilization, investment, debt,
trade, commodities, quick-impact initiatives, systemic issues and global economic
decision-making, South-South cooperation, education rural and agricultural development,
employment, sustainable development and protection of environment, health issues
related to HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis, gender equality and empowerment of
women, science and technology, migration, countries with special needs, and special
needs of Africa.

B. ANALYTICAL SUMMARY

1. Social development

(17)  During the period under review, UN initiatives for social development were
guided by the goals and framework for action articulated by the General Assembly during
a special session held from 26 June to 1 July 2000 in Geneva. Entitled the “World
Summit for Social Development and beyond: achieving social development for all in a
globalizing world,” the goal of the Summit was to review and evaluate the
implementation of the Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development and the
Programme for Action adopted at the 1995 World Summit for Social Development.?

(18) Summit participants noted that, contrary to the goals of the Copenhagen
Declaration, which depended on an increase in foreign assistance to the developing world,
official development assistance had actually declined from 1995 to 2000. In an effort to

%G A resolution 60/1, para. 22.
% G A resolution S-24/2.
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reaffirm the commitment of the international community to social development and to
increase official development assistance, Summit participants agreed on a plan entitled
“Further Issues for Social Development,” (“The Plan”) which was subsequently adopted
by the General Assembly.?

(19) The plan adopted by the General Assembly reaffirms the goals of the Copenhagen
Declaration and the desire of the participating delegations to abide by its ten
commitments. The plan draws a clear distinction between economic and social
development. The latter requires economic activity, but it also requires reducing
inequality in the “distribution of wealth and more equitable distribution of the benefits of
economic growth within and among nations, including the realization of an open,
equitable, secure, non-discriminatory, predictable, transparent and multilateral rule-based
international trading system . . . and recognizing the interrelationship between social
development and economic growth.”?? Two additional themes present in the General
Assembly’s political declaration are the importance of the participation of civil society,
including of people who live in poverty, in efforts to achieve social development, and the
consequences of failing to make progress on social development: “Unless the benefits of
social and economic development are extended to all countries, a growing number of
people in all countries and even entire regions will remain marginalized from the global
economy.” 2 The political declaration also affirmed that the “ultimate goals of
development are to improve living conditions for people and to empower them to
participate fully in the economic, social and political arenas.”?*

(20)  With those goals in mind, the Summit addressed the actions that Member States
and the international community needed to take over the subsequent five years. As was
often the case during the period under review, the General Assembly recognized the dual
nature of globalization and interdependence; a globalized world is one in which more
opportunities exist, but it is also one in which the economic and social forces at work can
and do create problems that tax the powers of governments to ameliorate. Specific
problems raised in the General Assembly’s political declaration include: “chronic hunger;
malnutrition; illicit drug problems; organized crime; corruption; foreign occupation;
armed conflicts; illicit arms trafficking; terrorism; intolerance and incitement to racial,
ethnic, religious and other hatreds; xenophobia; endemic, communicable and chronic
diseases, in particular HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis.”? The Assembly also
expressed concern over the effect of economic sanctions at variance with international
law and with principles in the United Nations Charter.?®

(21) The Summit participants recommended that governments take a series of specific
actions in order to promote social development. Recommended actions include: desisting
from engaging in unilateral sanctions or other actions at variance with international law,
ensuring protection for workers marginalized from the labor market, promoting social
integration by instituting zero-tolerance policies for discrimination, and adopting an
integrated focus to ensure that the effects of government decisions on social development

1 G A resolution S-24/2.
22
Id.
Z1d.
#1d.
2 1d.
*d.
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are clear and that those effects can be taken into account by decision-makers ex ante. The
Plan also called on the international community to abide by the ten commitments
enshrined in the Copenhagen Declaration by, among other things, cooperating with the
International Labor Organization, cooperating with developing countries to “augment the
productive potential” of people and to help the private sector function more efficiently,
helping countries with economies in transition develop more effective regulatory
frameworks, and “encouraging efforts to integrate non-governmental organizations, trade
unions, employer organizations and other organizations of civil society into the operation
of social policy.”*’

(22)  After the “World Summit for Social Development and beyond: achieving social
development for all in a globalizing world,” the General Assembly continued to reaffirm
the connection between the social and economic sectors. In particular, it placed an
emphasis on putting people at the centre of development by working to eradicate poverty,
to promote full and productive employment, and to foster social integration.?®

(23)  During the period under review, much of the work done within the UN to identify
specific policies the implementation of which would lead to greater social development
was done by the Commission for Social Development.?® The Commission identified and
considered priority themes within the broader category of social development. The
critical role of the Commission was underscored by the General Assembly which went on
to emphasize “the importance of the active participation in and contribution to the work
of the Commission by the relevant funds and programmes and the specialized agencies of
the United Nations system.”*® The work program of the Commission for Social
Development during the period under review, as formulated by the Commission and
approved by the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), included as its major themes:
“Integration of social and economic policy,” in which the Commission addressed the
social aspects of macroeconomic policies, social assessment as a policy tool, and
expenditures in the social sector as a productive factor; “National and international
cooperation for social development,” in which the Commission addressed the sharing of
experiences and practices in social development, forging partnerships for social
development, the social responsibility of the private sector, the impact of employment
strategies on social development, and the “policies and role of international financial
institutions and their effect on national social development strategies”; and “Improving
public sector effectiveness.”!

(24) Though various UN bodies emphasized that action by the international
community was required if higher levels of social development were to be achieved, the
General Assembly recognized that for social development policies to have the greatest
possible impact, “greater social justice and improved equity in societies,” stemming from

1d,

%8 See, e.g., G A resolutions 55/46, 56/177 and 58/130.

% The Commission for Social Development is a functional commission of ECOSOC, composed of 46
members elected by ECOSOC. Since the convening of the World Summit for Social Development in
Copenhagen in 1995, the Commission has been the key UN body in charge of the follow-up and
implementation of the Copenhagen Declaration and Programme of Action.

% G A resolution 56/177.

%1 E 'S C resolution 2001/7.

Copyright © United Nations 9



national polices would be necessary.** Some of the conditions necessary for social
development — respect for cultural and religious diversity, the special needs of vulnerable
and disadvantaged groups, respect for democratic participation and the rule of law — were
considered to be more subject to the good auspices of national governments than to
efforts by the international community. The General Assembly also stressed that social
development requires “supportive and coherent short-term and long-term economic
policies at the national” level.** Supportive and coherent national policies should, in turn,
be supplemented by international cooperation.®* The Secretary-General, among others,
recognized that “international support was important for developing countries to achieve
development objectives within reasonable time frames.”* Specifically, “international
cooperation has a vital role in assisting developing countries as well as some countries
with economies in transition in the strengthening of their human, institutional and
technological capacity”; without this cooperation, it would be difficult to ensure that
“social policy concerns are integrated within the policy planning and budgeting

processes.”*

(25) In order to assess the efficacy of social development policies as implemented
during the period under review, the General Assembly called upon the Commission for
Social Development to prepare a report on these policies. The report, to be submitted to
the General Assembly in 2005, was to review the further implementation of the goals
codified by the report issued after the World Summit for Social Development®’ and
reaffirmed during the World Summit for Social Development and beyond: achieving
social development for all in a globalizing world.*®

(26) The report submitted to the General Assembly stressed that “people, and the
improvement of their living conditions in dignity and freedom, are the ultimate objective
of public policies,” and “their degree of participation largely determines the legitimacy
and quality of these public policies.” Nonetheless, “such a people-centred approach to
social progress and development is still to be achieved,” and “concrete and efficient
means of implementation still leave much to be desired.” The social aspects of
globalization, the compatibility and contribution of macroeconomic policies with and to
social development goals and the capacity of national Governments to define and
implement their own social policies were identified as related problems that are at the
core of the search for equity and reduction of poverty and inequality and, at the same
time, “appear to be of general relevance for countries at different levels of development
and of particular interest to those that are struggling to define their position and role in a
globalizing and interdependent world economy.™

(27) In its report to ECOSOC entitled “Creating an environment at the national and
international levels conducive to generating full and productive employment and decent

%2 G A resolution 57/163.

* G A resolution 58/130.
*1d.

% E/CN.5/2003/5 & Corr.1.
% E S C 2003/15.

3 G A resolution S-24/2.

% G A resolution 58/130.

¥ A/59/120, para. 23.
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work for all, and its impact on sustainable development,”“ the Secretary-General

observed that the productive integration of youth — especially from poor households —
into the labour market is relevant for present and future growth prospects, social mobility
and cohesion, and the interruption of the intergenerational transmission of poverty. He
underscored the positive interaction between rural on- and of farm economic activities
and the importance of productive diversification for rural employment generation and
growth and recommended that Governments should proactively facilitate the
development of productive and remunerative non-farm activities as means to create
employment and to deepen linkages between the agricultural sector and the broader
economy. In light of the large informal economy in many developing countries,
particularly in Africa, the Secretary-General urged to give serious considerations to
developing the institutional capacities necessary for gradually formalizing informal
economies in order to extend the outreach of social protection and other benefits of
decent work to all. He stressed that efficient and effective government is essential to
encourage entrepreneurship, improve the access of workers to social protection and
strengthen the supervisory system to ensure the observation of protection norms.

(28) The General Assembly emphasized the importance of integrating economic and
social policies in promoting human resources development and enhancing the process of
development.*! It also stressed the necessity of ensuring the effective involvement of
developing countries in the international economic decision-making process through,
inter alia, greater participation in international economic forums, thereby ensuring the
transparency and accountability of international financial institutions with respect to
according a central position to social development in their policies and programmes.*® It
nonetheless recognized that “the broad concept of social development affirmed by the
World Summit for Social Development and the twenty-fourth special session of the
General Assembly has been weakened in national and international policymaking and
that, while poverty eradication is a central part of development policy and discourse,
further attention should be given to the other commitments agreed to at the Summit, in
particular those concerning employment and social integration, which have also suffered
from a general disconnect between economic and social policymaking.”*®

(29)  According to the Assembly, an enabling environment for social development and
poverty eradication is to be created through increasing market access for developing
countries, technology transfer, financial aid and a comprehensive solution to the external
debt problem.* The General Assembly identified full and productive employment and
decent work for all, which encompass social protection, fundamental principles and rights
at work and social dialogue, as key elements of sustainable development and priority
objectives of international cooperation.* It recognized that promoting full employment
and decent work also requires investing in education, training and skills development for
women and men, and girls and boys, strengthening social protection and health systems

%0 E/2006/55, in particular, paras. 30-39.
*1 G A resolution 59/146, para. 14.
*21d., para 17.

** G A resolution 60/130, para. 7.

* G A resolution 61/141, para. 20.

*® G A resolution 63/152, para. 22.
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and applying labour standards.“® It therefore requested the United Nations funds,
programmes and agencies, and invited financial institutions, to support efforts to
mainstream the goals of full and productive employment and decent work for all in their
policies, programmes and activities, ¥ and encouraged States to promote youth
employment and the concerns of older persons and persons with disabilities.*

(30)  Priority should be given to agricultural and non-farm sectors, as well as to
investing in and further contributing to sustainable agricultural development and
microenterprises, small and medium-sized enterprises and entrepreneurship cooperatives
and other forms of social enterprises and the participation and entrepreneurship of women,
and steps should be taken to anticipate and offset the negative social and economic
consequences of globalization and to maximize its benefits for poor people living and
working in rural areas.”® The General Assembly also pointed to international trade and
stable financial systems as effective tools to create favourable conditions for
development.®®

(31) Furthermore, the General Assembly repeatedly recognized that “cooperatives, in
their various forms, promote the fullest possible participation in the economic and social
development of all people, including women, youth, older persons, persons with
disabilities and indigenous peoples, are becoming a major factor of economic and social
development and contribute to the eradication of poverty,” and urged for encouragement
and facilitation of their establishment.>

(32) The General Assembly also urged Member States to create a conducive
environment to strengthen and support all families, noting the importance of the
reconciliation of work and family life, and recognizing the principle that both parents
have common responsibilities for the upbringing and development of the child.>

(33) Moreover, the principal organs also continued to promote the social development
of persons with disabilities.>® By its resolution 61/106, the General Assembly adopted the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which in its preamble recognized
“the valued existing and potential contributions made by persons with disabilities to the
overall well-being and diversity of their communities and that the promotion of full
enjoyment of their rights and of their full participation will result in their enhanced sense
of belonging and in significant advances in the human, social and economic development
of society and the eradication of poverty.”

“®1d., para. 21.

7 1d., para. 20.

*8 |d., paras. 25 and 26.

%% See id., paras. 35 and 36.

% G A resolution 64/135, para. 47.

*! See e.g. G A resolutions 56/114 and 64/136.

°2 G A resolution 60/133, para. 6.

> See e.g. G A resolution 60/131 or E S C resolutions 2005/9 and 2008/20.
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2. Human settlements and sustainable development

Human settlements

(34) Prior to the period under review, the Habitat Agenda of 1996 adopted at the
United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat 11) was the basis for UN
actions in the field of human settlements. The twin goals of the Habitat Agenda were
shelter for all and sustainable human settlements development.>* The period under review
began with preparations by the Commission on Human Settlements to prepare for the
General Assembly’s twenty-fifth special session, at which it was to conduct “review and
appraisal of the implementation of the outcome of the Conference.”™ To that end, the
Commission solicited national reports on the progress made in implementing the Habitat
Agenda. By November of 2000, it had received reports from 69 countries indicating both
successes and areas in which room for improvement remained.*® The main agenda for the
General Assembly session addressing Habitat 11 were the review and evaluation of
“progress made in the implementation of the Habitat Agenda,” actions and ideas “for
overcoming obstacles to the implementation of the Habitat Agenda,” and, finally, drafting
a “declaration on cities and other human settlements in the new millennium.”’

(35) At its twenty-fifth special session, held in New York from 6 to 9 June 2001, the
General Assembly adopted the Declaration on Cities and Other Human Settlements in the
New Millennium.”® The Declaration reaffirmed Member States” “will and commitment to
implement fully the Istanbul Declaration on Human Settlements and the Habitat
Agenda,” which “will remain the basic framework for sustainable human settlements
development in the years to come.”® The major commitments renewed by the Assembly
included commitments to “adequate shelter for all, sustainable human settlements,
enablement and participation, gender equality, [and] financing shelter and human
settlements,” as well as the international cooperation and periodic assessment required to
meet the substantive goals the Declaration contained.®® The Declaration also noted
successes in human settlement policy, most notably the growing awareness about the
need to integrate policies addressing poverty, homelessness, unemployment and the
plight of marginalized groups in any effort to create better, more liveable human
settlements. On the other hand, participants in the special session raised concerns about
outstanding issues including poverty, environmental conditions, and the difficulty of the
poor in gaining access to adequate shelter or, for those people who had shelter, to legal
security of tenure.®* Strikingly, the Declaration noted that in the five years since Habitat
I, “Many people have experienced deterioration in their living environment, not an

** G A resolution 55/194.
% G A resolution 55/194.
% HS/C/PC.2/27Add.1.
" G A resolution 55/195.
%8 G A resolution S-25/2.
% |d. at preamble.

% |d., para. 6.

% |d., at paras. 6 and 17.

Copyright © United Nations 13



improvement.”®” The bulk of the Declaration was drafted with a view to capitalizing on
the successes of the previous five years and remedying the failures.

(36) Some of the key provisions of the Declaration on Cities and other Human
Settlements in the New Millennium were designed to: help developing countries alleviate
poverty, reduce vulnerability to national disasters, recognize and address the links
between poverty, human settlements and sustainable development, and address
consumption patterns in human settlements. Recognizing the importance of alleviating
poverty for improving the quality of human settlement, the Declaration emphasized aid to
developing countries. However, though it mentioned the *allocation of new and
additional resources at both the national and international levels,”® the Declaration also
acknowledged alternative ways in which the international community could and should
help developing countries alleviate poverty. Specifically, it called for “creating an
enabling environment that would facilitate the integration of developing countries into
the world economy, improving their market access, facilitating the flow of financial
resources and implementing fully and effectively all initiatives already launched
regarding debt relief.”®* The Declaration also committed States to “improving prevention,
preparedness, mitigation and response capacities,” to ensure that the adverse effect of
natural disasters was confined to a minimum.®® The Declaration further emphasized the
interdependence of the pursuit of the implementation of the Habitat Agenda and the
pursuit of sustainable development. This connection was particularly important in light of
the World Summit on Sustainable Development held in Johannesburg in 2002.

(37) In order to implement the Declaration as efficiently as possible, in 2001 the
General Assembly decided to combine the Commission on Human Settlements, the
United Nations Centre for Human Settlements, and the United Nations Health and
Human Settlements Foundation into the United Nations Human Settlements Programme,
also known as UN-Habitat.®®

(38) Among other activities, UN-Habitat conducted the Global Campaign for Secure
Tenure and the Global Campaign on Urban Governance to promote “administration of
land and property rights” and to help enhance “access to affordable credit by the urban
poor.” ¢ Still, even after the establishment of UN-Habitat, the General Assembly
recognized the need to *“achieve greater coherence and effectiveness in the
implementation of the Habitat Agenda.”® To that end, the General Assembly encouraged
“Governments and their Habitat Agenda partners to evaluate and report to UN-Habitat on
their implementation of the Habitat Agenda and the Declaration on Cities and Other
Human Settlements in the New Millennium.”®°

(39) Other relevant conferences held during the period under review include the 2002
UN Environment Programme Governing Council’s eighth special session on the
environmental dimensions of water, sanitation and human settlements, the Fourth Global

62 |d., para. 28.

% |d., para. 33.

% 1d., para. 33.

% |d., para. 43.

% G A resolution 56/206.
7 G A resolution 59/239.
%8 G A resolution 57/275.
% 1d.
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Forum of Parliamentarians on Habitat, held from 12 to 14 May 2003 in Berlin, which
addressed, among other things, government policies toward slums, and the World Urban
Forum held in Barcelona in 2004.

(40) In the outcome of the 2005 World Summit, under the heading “Sustainable
development: managing and protecting our common environment,” the Heads of State
and Government committed themselves to take further action to achieve significant
improvement in the lives of at least 100 million slum-dwellers by 2020. They recognized
the urgent need for the provision of increased resources for affordable housing and
housing-related infrastructure, prioritizing slum prevention and slum upgrading and
encouraged support for the United Nations Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation
and its Slum Upgrading Facility.”

(41) The General Assembly stressed that that “the affordability of housing has become
a major issue that needs to be addressed by mobilizing resources for the poor and other
vulnerable groups.”™

(42) The General Assembly emphasized the need for UN-Habitat to develop a results-
based and less fragmented budget structure with a view to securing maximum efficiency,
accountability and transparency in programme delivery regardless of funding source, and
invited the international donor community and financial institutions to contribute
generously to the Water and Sanitation Trust Fund, the Slum Upgrading Facility and the
technical cooperation trust funds to enable UN-Habitat to assist developing countries to
mobilize public investment and private capital for slum upgrading, shelter and basic
services.” It called for continued financial support to UN-Habitat through increased
voluntary contributions, and invited Governments to provide predictable multi-year
funding and increased non-earmarked contributions to support programme
implementation. ”® It also invited the international donor community and financial
institutions to support the experimental reimbursable seeding operations trust fund of the
United Nations Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation.”

(43) The General Assembly requested UN-Habitat to strengthen its regional approach
to the coordination and implementation of its normative and operational activities, and
invited all countries in a position to do so to support the activities of UN-Habitat in this
regard.” It also encouraged governments to establish local, national and regional urban
observatories and to provide financial and substantive support to UN-Habitat for the
further development of methodologies for data collection, analysis and dissemination,”
and to strengthen or establish broad-based national Habitat committees with a view to
mainstreaming sustainable urbanization and urban poverty reduction in their respective
national development strategies.”’

(44) The General Assembly welcomed the vision, sharpened thematic focus and
emphasis on management excellence of the UN-Habitat medium-term strategic and
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institutional plan for the period 2008-2013,” and encouraged ongoing efforts towards its
effective implementation, including through improvements in the internal operations and
programme management of UN-Habitat. It took note of the decision of the Governing
Council of UN-Habitat to enable UN-Habitat to undertake from 2007 to 2011 a four-year
phase of experimental reimbursable seeding operations and other innovative financing
arrangements, as defined in Governing Council resolution 21/10.” It also requested UN-
Habitat to assist interested Governments in adapting the guidelines on decentralization
and strengthening of local authorities, approved by the Governing Council of UN-
Habitat,®® to their national contexts and in further developing tools and indicators as part
of its support for the application of the guidelines. However, it stressed that those
guidelines did not constitute a uniform or rigid blueprint applicable to all States Members
of the United Nations.®

(45) The General Assembly also encouraged ECOSOC to include sustainable
urbanization, urban poverty reduction and slum upgrading as a cross-cutting issue in the
follow-up to the outcome of relevant summits and major international conferences.®

Sustainable development

(46) In order to reinvigorate the global commitment to sustainable development, the
General Assembly decided to organize the ten-year review of progress achieved in the
implementation of the outcome of the Rio de Janeiro United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development of 1992 at the summit level® and convoked the World
Summit on Sustainable Development held in Johannesburg, South Africa, from 26
August to 4 September 2002.% It subsequently reiterated the outcome of the Summit —
Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development and the Johannesburg Plan of
Implementation,®® and scrutinized its implementation.?® At the end of the period under
review, the General Assembly decided to organize the United Nations Conference on
Sustainable Development at the highest possible level in Brazil in 2012.%°

(47)  The General Assembly noted that the Caribbean Sea area includes a large number
of States, countries and territories, most of which are developing countries and small
island developing States that are ecologically fragile, structurally weak and economically
vulnerable and are also affected, inter alia, by their limited capacity, narrow resource base,
need for financial resources, high levels of poverty and the resulting social problems and
the challenges and opportunities of globalization and trade liberalization, and that the
Caribbean countries have a high degree of vulnerability occasioned by climate change,
climate variability and associated phenomena. It therefore recognized the importance of
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adopting an integrated management approach to the Caribbean Sea area in the context of
sustainable development and continued to develop a specific policy.®

(48) The General Assembly strongly reiterated the role of indigenous people in the
sustainable development by proclaiming the Second International Decade of the World’s
Indigenous People (2005 — 2014)* and by adopting the United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.” It stressed, in particular, that control by indigenous
peoples over developments affecting them and their lands, territories and resources will
enable them to maintain and strengthen their institutions, cultures and traditions, and to
promote their development in accordance with their aspirations and needs, and
recognized that respect for indigenous knowledge, cultures and traditional practices
contributes to sustainable and equitable development and proper management of the
environment.*!

(49) The General Assembly also continued to adopt resolutions related to the
protection of global climate,” sustainable mountain development,® sustainable tourism,*
promotion of new and renewable sources of energy,® desertification® and biological
diversity.”” Furthermore, ECOSOC adopted global objectives on forests.”® In order to
promote various issues, the General Assembly declared 2006 the International Year of
Deserts and Desertification,” 2008 the International Year of Planet Earth,*® 2010 the
International Year of Biodiversity’® and 2011 the International Year of Forest.'® It also
decided to proclaim the period from 2005 to 2015 the International Decade for Action,
“Water for Life”, to commence on World Water Day, 22 March 2005, and declare the
decade 2010-2020 as the United Nations Decade for Deserts and the Fight against
Desertification.'®

(50) Eradication of poverty became another topical issue of the actions of the principal
organs which recognized that for the poverty eradication strategy to be effective, it was
imperative for developing countries to be integrated into the world economy and
equitably share the benefits of globalization.'® During the First United Nations Decade
for the Eradication of Poverty (1997-2006), the principal organs adopted, in addition to
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resolutions of a general nature,'® several specific measures aiming at empowerment and
advancement of women,**” promotion of rural development in developing countries'® or
the role of microcredit and microfinance. ' The General Assembly initiated the
establishment of the World Solidarity Fund for poverty eradication to contribute to the
eradication of poverty and the promotion of social and human development in the poorest
regions of the world, based on voluntary contributions.**® In order to support, in an
efficient and coordinated manner, the internationally agreed development goals related to
poverty eradication, the General Assembly proclaimed the Second United Nations
Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (2008-2017), reiterating that “eradicating poverty
is the greatest global challenge facing the world today and an indispensable requirement
for sustainable development, in particular for developing countries,”*! and considered
that a theme for that Decade should be “Full employment and decent work for all”.**?
During the period under review, the General Assembly also welcomed**® the outcomes of
the Second and Third High-level Forum on Aid Effectiveness, organized by the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) in Paris in 2005 and
Accra in 2008 respectively — the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness and the Accra

Agenda for Action.**

3. Women in development

(51) From 2000 to 2005, United Nations organs continued to try to meet the goals
articulated in the Nairobi Forward Looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women
and the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. Their efforts were informed by the
political declaration adopted by the General Assembly during its twenty-third special
session held from 5 to 10 June 2000. The session’s theme was “Women 2000: gender
equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century.” The political declaration
adopted during this special session, which is also known as Beijing +5, contained an
assessment of the progress made toward meeting the goals of the Beijing Declaration and
Plan for Action, and addressed the obstacles which limited progress in the past and those
which had the potential to do so in the future.

(52)  While adopting the political declaration, the General Assembly agreed “to assess
regularly further implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action with a view to
bringing together all parties involved in 2005 to assess progress and consider new
initiatives, as appropriate, ten years after the adoption of the Beijing Platform for
Action.” " In the course of Beijing +5, the General Assembly assessed the role of women
in a variety of contexts. Those that appear to be most relevant to development are women
and poverty, women and the economy and the General Assembly’s recommended tactics,
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on both the national and international level, for meeting the goals of the Beijing
Declaration and Plan for Action.'*®

(53) Regarding the relationship between women and poverty, the General Assembly
concluded that many governments and multilateral, regional and international financial
institutions integrated “a gender perspective into poverty eradication policies.”**” This
success, along with research which “enhanced the understanding of the differing impacts
of poverty on women and men,”**® has led to poverty-alleviating strategies which focus
on “promoting employment and income-generating activities for women and providing
access to basic social services, including education and health care.”**? Increasing the
availability of microcredit to women, particularly rural women, has also proved to be
successful in helping to combat poverty. Obstacles to reducing the female poverty level
included: unequal distribution of unremunerated work, a paucity of financial and
technological support for women’s entrepreneurship and the difficulty women face in
gaining access to land, credit or labor markets.

(54) Economic achievements identified by the General Assembly included the
completion of research on the relationship between remunerated and unremunerated work
and greater access to labor markets and safer working conditions for women in some
countries. However, as the General Assembly indicated, “The importance of a gender
perspective in the development of macroeconomic policy is still not widely
recognized.”? This lack of recognition can contribute to a number of other obstacles to
integrating effectively women into the economy. Attempting to correct this problem was
a focus of several General Assembly and Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)
resolutions during the period under review. '?* Other problems included gender
discrimination in hiring and promotion and lack of family friendly policies.

(55)  After evaluating the steps taken towards enabling women to play an equal role in
development, and after assessing the obstacles to further progress, the General Assembly
announced that member governments “recommit themselves to the Beijing Declaration
and Platform for Action and also commit themselves to further actions and initiatives to
overcome the obstacles and address the challenges.”*? The General Assembly further
commented that doing so would require attention to the effect of macroeconomic policies
on women, a gendered analysis of budget processes on the national and international
level, and more participation by women in the decision-making and implementation
process.

(56) A commitment to addressing the role of women in development was also apparent
during the Millennium Summit held from 6 to 8 September 2000 in New York. The
Summit produced the Millennium Declaration in which the participants resolved to
“promote gender equality and the empowerment of women as effective ways to combat
poverty, hunger and disease and to stimulate development that is truly sustainable.”*** At
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the Women Leaders Summit, held a day before the Millennium Summit of the General
Assembly, women heads of state and government called on the United Nations to, among
other things, reaffirm its commitment to development which takes into account the role of
women and to improving women’s access to education, credit and affordable healthcare.
(57) The General Assembly urged political participation as a way to give women an
equal role in development. Among other things, it recommended career development
programs and research addressing the link between poverty and the empowerment of
women, particularly with regard to political participation.'®

(58)  The special meeting of the Commission on the Status of Women took place on the
occasion of International Women’s Day.'?® The Secretary-General in his report to the
Commission pointed out that “over the past 10 years, the status and role of women had
undergone a significant change on a global scale although not at an equal pace in all
regions.”*?’ The draft declaration adopted at that meeting was submitted to ECOSOC
which decided to communicate it to the General Assembly.'?® The occasion of the tenth
anniversary of the 1995 Forth World Conference on Women inspired renewed efforts to
implement the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, which continued to be a
driving force behind many other high-level meetings and commemorative events
throughout the year 2005, such as Beijing Plus 10 Conference where representatives of
Governments, intergovernmental organizations and civil society adopted Beijing Plus 10
Declaration.*?

(59) The issue of gender equality and empowerment of women also remained one of
the focal topics of the 2005 World Summit. The Heads of State and Government resolved
to promote gender equality and eliminate pervasive gender discrimination by: eliminating
gender inequalities in primary and secondary education by the earliest possible date and
at all educational levels by 2015; guaranteeing the free and equal right of women to own
and inherit property and ensuring secure tenure of property and housing by women;
ensuring equal access to reproductive health; promoting women’s equal access to labour
markets, sustainable employment and adequate labour protection; ensuring equal access
of women to productive assets and resources, including land, credit and technology;
eliminating all forms of discrimination and violence against women and the girl child,
including by ending impunity and by ensuring their protection during and after armed
conflicts; as well as promoting increased representation of women in Government
decisionmaking bodies.*®

(60) The Heads of State and Government also undertook to actively promote the
mainstreaming of a gender perspective in the design, implementation, monitoring and
evaluation of policies and programmes in all political, economic and social spheres, and
to strengthen the capabilities of the United Nations system in the area of gender.**" In that
respect, ECOSOC continued to expressly address that issue.* The Secretary-General in
his reports nevertheless concluded that reports submitted to the various Committees
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contained a certain degree of gender analysis but did not systematically include
recommendations on further action, and resolutions did not always include an analysis of
gender perspectives or recommendations for specific action on gender equality and the
advancement of women.™** On his recommendation, the General Assembly requested all
bodies that deal with programme and budgetary matters to ensure that programmes, plans
and budgets visibly mainstream gender perspectives. *** Despite that request, the
Secretary-General stated that *“gender perspectives were not fully incorporated into
resolutions adopted by the Main Committees of the General Assembly and into the
outcomes of major events.”*** The General Assembly resolved to intensify the efforts of
its Main Committees and subsidiary bodies to fully mainstream a gender perspective in
their work, as well as in all United Nations summits, conferences and special sessions and
in their follow-up processes. It also requested that reports of the Secretary-General
submitted to the General Assembly and its subsidiary bodies systematically address
gendfsrsperspectives through qualitative gender analysis and, where available, quantitative
data.

(61) The principal organs also continued their efforts to strengthen the position of
women within the UN system. The Security Council reaffirmed “the importance of full
and equal participation of women in peace processes at all levels” and recognized their
“constant underrepresentation” therein. It reaffirmed “its commitment to integrate gender
perspectives into the terms of reference of Council visits and missions and to include
gender specialists in its teams wherever possible.”*” The General Assembly requested
the Secretary-General and the executive heads of the organizations of the United Nations
system to ensure that recruitment strategies, promotion and retention policies, career
development, justice, anti-harassment and sexual harassment policies, human resources
and succession planning, work/family policies, management culture and mechanisms for
managerial accountability accelerate the goal of 50/50 gender distribution.**®

(62) The General Assembly continuously expressed its deep concern about “the
persistence of the gender gap in education, which is reflected by the fact that nearly two
thirds of the world’s adult illiterates are women”,**® and requested all relevant entities of
the United Nations system, particularly the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization, in cooperation with national Governments, to take immediate,
concrete steps to address the needs of countries with high illiteracy rates and/or with large
populations of illiterate adults, with particular regard to women, including through
programmes that promote low-cost and effective literacy provisions. %
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4. Science and Technology

(63) During the period under review, the importance of using advances in science and
in technology to aid in development was affirmed by various United Nations bodies.**!
To reflect the increased emphasis placed on science and technology in the wake of the
Millennium Summit, the Economic and Social Counsel (ECOSOC) decided that the
Commission on Science and Technology for Development would meet annually, rather
than every other year as it had previously.*** ECOSOC also requested that the Secretary-
General form an Information and Communication Technologies task force'*® and held a
high level meeting from 5 to 7 July 2000, which addressed the theme of “Development
and International Cooperation in the twenty-first century: the role of information
technology in the context of a knowledge-based global economy.”*** At the meeting, the
Council adopted a Ministerial Declaration which acknowledged a wide consensus that
information and communication technologies were “central to the creation of the
emerging global knowledge-based economy and could play an important role in
accelerating growth, promoting sustainable development and eradicating poverty in
developing countries and economies in transition, and in facilitating their effective
integration into the global economy.”**°

(64) For its part, the General Assembly decided to convene three plenary meetings
devoted to bridging the digital divide and promoting digital opportunities.**® The General
Assembly recognized that information and communication technologies were “among the
critical determinants for creating a global knowledge-based economy, accelerating
growth, raising competitiveness, promoting sustainable development, eradicating poverty
and facilitating the effective integration of all countries into the global economy.”** It
also affirmed the importance of using technology as a “strategic tool to enhance the
efficiency, effectiveness and impact of the development programmes and technical
cooperation activities of the United Nations system.”**

(65) The importance of science and technology also resonated in the political realm as
political leaders from 175 countries, including 44 heads of state or heads of government,
attended the first phase of the World Summit on the Information Society held in Geneva
from 10 to 12 December 2003.

(66) The Secretary-General noted that indiscriminate investment in information and
communication technologies by developed countries could lead to large-scale waste.'*°
The General Assembly and ECOSOC repeatedly expressed concern over the widening
North-South “digital divide,”*™® and noted the growing “technology gap” between
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developed and developing countries.>! Problems identified as contributing to the digital
divide included limited telecommunications infrastructure in developing countries, lack
of a regulatory framework, low literacy levels,** fragmented and uncoordinated science
and technology institutions, and poorly developed or non-existent links between those
institutions and the private and business sectors.**?

(67) As the General Assembly affirmed in its resolution on the World Summit on the
Information Society, the UN has a “pivotal role” to play in solving these problems by
“promoting development, in particular with respect to access to and transfer of
technology, especially information and communication technologies and services.”**
Action taken by the UN during the period under review constituted an attempt to fulfill
this role by increasing the ability of developing countries to leverage advances in science
and technology for the purpose of development.

(68) Though the General Assembly and ECOSOC recognized that the critical role of
the UN and of the international community, they also recognized that national action
would be critical to the success of any plan for the dissemination to, and effective use by,
developing countries of cutting edge science and technology. At its second session, held
in New York from 3 to 7 April 2000, the Committee for Development Policy called on
developing countries to devise strategies for creating or enhancing human capacity in IT
and national information infrastructure.™® Similarly, the General Assembly took note of
the Plan of Action adopted by the UN Commission for Trade and Development at its
tenth session, which stressed national action to inter alia establish “appropriate policy
and legal frameworks, human resource development and the provision of technical
assistance and, where possible, financial assistance and other incentives” to narrow the
digital divide and promote the transfer and diffusion of technology to developing
countries. *® ECOSOC called for developing countries to make “a clear political
commitment to making science and technology top priorities in their development
agenda,” and to review and analyze the role of “of national science, technology and
innovation policies and institutional and legal frameworks, including advisory bodies and
mechanisms . . . to ensure that they serve the needs of development effectively.”*’
ECOSOC also endorsed the finding of the Commission on Science and Technology for
Development that meeting the goals in the Millennium Declaration would require
“significant reorientation in the use of science, technology and innovation policies to
ensure that they serve the needs of development, especially for poverty reduction.”®

(69) Thus, the Committee for Development Policy called for “international assistance
to developing countries to ensure wide access to communication and information services
and application of IT to solve pressing problems of human and economic
development.” *** ECOSOC called on developed countries and the international
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community to assist developing countries to “develop strategies and national plans,
including through the undertaking of national capacity needs assessments,” and requested
the Commission on Science and Technology for Development to “use the newly
established Science and Technology for Development Network as a gateway to
disseminate information on activities on science and technology for development and to
update information on scientific and technological developments that are particularly
important for developing countries.” **® ECOSOC noted that information and
communication technologies would continue to play an important role in development
but that most developing countries were not able to compete with the industrialized world
“at the frontier of innovation.”** ECOSOC went on to suggest, after drawing a parallel
with the experience of industrialized countries, that the “most effective way of raising the
level of technology in developing countries is therefore through acquisition of technology
from the industrialized countries.”*® ECOSOC confirmed that for developing countries
to meet the Millennium Summit goals, they would need access to new and emerging
technologies, access which could best be achieved through technology transfer and
technical cooperation with the international community.*®® In the same resolution,
ECOSOC called on the Commission on Science and Technology to work with UNDP and
other institutions to review, evaluate, and analyze national strategies for meeting the
goals 1|£1 Millennium Declaration to ensure that science and technology played “a central
role.”

(70) In its resolution on the Global Biotechnology Forum held in Chile in 2003, the
General Assembly stressed that “international cooperation, including North-South as well
as South-South cooperation, is an important means of offering viable opportunities to
developing countries in their individual and collective pursuit of sustainable development,
and of ensuring their effective and meaningful participation in the emerging global
economic system.”*®® The General Assembly reaffirmed this sentiment the following year
when it recognized the role of international cooperation in helping to close the digital
divide and the technological gap between North and South.'®®

(71)  Technological sectors which ECOSOC identified as particularly likely to assist in
development include biotechnology, information and communication technologies, as
well as biomedical and environmental technologies.’®” The Secretary-General issued a
report in 2003 which emphasized the importance of biotechnology to sustainable
development, particularly with reference to food security, health and economic
productivity.*®

(72) The Heads of State and Government, meeting at the 2005 World Summit,
recognized that “science and technology, including information and communication
technology, are vital for the achievement of the development goals and that international
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support can help developing countries to benefit from technological advancements and
enhance their productive capacity,” and committed themselves to:

(@  strengthening and enhancing existing mechanisms and supporting initiatives
for research and development to address the special needs of developing
countries in the areas of health, agriculture, conservation, sustainable use of
natural resources and environmental management, energy, forestry and the
impact of climate change;

(b)  promoting and facilitating access to and the development, transfer and
diffusion of technologies to developing countries;

(c)  assisting developing countries in their efforts to promote and develop national
strategies for human resources and science and technology;

(d)  promoting and supporting greater efforts to develop renewable sources of
energy;

(e) implementing policies at the national and international levels to attract both
public and private investment, domestic and foreign, that enhances knowledge,
transfers technology on mutually agreed terms and raises productivity;

()] supporting the efforts of developing countries, individually and collectively, to
harness new agricultural technologies in order to increase agricultural
productivity through environmentally sustainable means;

(g)  building a people-centred and inclusive information society by implementing
the outcomes of the Geneva phase of the World Summit on the Information
Society.*®

The General Assembly repeatedly confirmed those commitments.

(73) The General Assembly endorsed®™ the Tunis Commitment’? and the Tunis
Agenda for the Information Society'”® adopted during the second phase of the World
Summit on the Information Society, which took place in Tunis from 16 to 18 November
2005'"* and requested the Economic and Social Council to oversee the system-wide
follow-up of the Geneva and Tunis outcomes of the Summit.*”* In order “to help to raise
awareness of the possibilities that the use of the Internet and other information and
communication technologies can bring to societies and economies, as well as of ways to
bridge the digital divide,” the General Assembly proclaimed 17 May “World Information
Society Day.”*"

(74)  On the basis of paragraph 72 of the Tunis Agenda and on the General Assembly
express invitation,"”" the Secretary-General formally convened the Internet Governance
Forum, a new forum for multi-stakeholder policy dialogue, the inaugural meeting of
which took place in Athens from 30 October to 2 November 2006.
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(75) At the request of the General Assembly,'’® ECOSOC reviewed the mandate,
agenda and composition of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development
and decided that, in addition to its original mandate, the Commission shall effectively
assist the Economic and Social Council as the focal point in the system-wide follow-up,
in particular the review and assessment of progress made in implementing the outcomes
of the World Summit on the Information Society, in accordance with General Assembly
resolutions 57/270 B and 60/252,'" and agreed that the system-wide follow-up shall have
a strong development orientation.*® The Commission was enlarged by the inclusion of
ten new members.'®! ECOSOC allowed, on exceptional basis, certain non-accredited
NGOs and private entities to participate in the sessions of the Commission; it nonetheless
stressed that, “while wusing the multi-stakeholder approach effectively, the
intergovernmental nature of the Commission should be preserved.”#?

(76) In assessing the follow-up to the Geneva and Tunis World Summit, ECOSOC
noted the constant change of the forms of digital divide, that the disparity continues
between developed and developing countries in respect of the cost and quality of access,
that the gender disparity of access persists, that the number of mobile telephony
subscriptions is strongly growing in the developing countries, and that there is a growing
number of incidents affecting global network safety and security and provoking service
outages in large regions of the world.*® It consequently called upon all stakeholders to
increase their efforts to reduce the disparity in cost of access, to continue the
development and spread of easy-to-use applications and services for mobile phones and
related devices, especially those that are useful in rural areas, and recommended that all
States strive for gender equality in access to the Internet and in building the information
society in both developed and developing countries.'®* It also called upon all stakeholders
to assist developing countries in their efforts towards narrowing the digital divide and
encourages them to continue to focus on pro-poor information and communications
technology policies and applications, including the need for access to broadband at the
grass-roots level, with a view to narrowing the digital divide between and within
countries.'®®

(77)  The General Assembly recognized “the immense potential that information and
communication technologies have in promoting the transfer of technologies in a wide
spectrum of socio-economic activity,” and considered those technologies “as a critical
enabler of development and a catalyst for the achievement of the internationally agreed
development goals.”®® It stressed the importance, for the Governments, of making
effective use of information and communication technologies to support national
development effort, and encouraged the United Nations development system to continue
its effort to promote it.**" It underlined “a pressing need to address the major
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impediments that developing countries face in accessing the new technologies” and
called upon all stakeholders to provide adequate resources, enhanced capacity-building
and technology transfer to developing countries.*®® The General Assembly further
encouraged Member States, the private sector and all other relevant stakeholders to
consider strengthening the secretariat of the Internet Governance Forum in order to
support its activities and operations, in accordance with its mandate, including by
providing additional funds, where possible, to the Trust Fund in support of the
secretariat.'®

(78)  The General Assembly stressed the importance of combating the criminal misuse
of information technologies™ and invited Member States, when developing relevant
national law, policy and practice, to take into account the work and achievements of the
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice and of other international and
regional organizations.®® It repeatedly called upon Member States to promote further at
multilateral levels the consideration of existing and potential threats in the field of
information security, as well as possible measures to limit the threats emerging in this
field, consistent with the need to preserve the free flow of information.* It requested the
Secretary-General, with the assistance of a group of governmental experts, established in
2009, to continue to study existing and potential threats in the sphere of information
security and possible cooperative measures to address them, and to submit a report on the
results of this study to the General Assembly at its sixty-fifth session.’®® The General
Assembly also stressed that “technology alone cannot ensure cybersecurity and that
priority must be given to cybersecurity planning and management throughout society”
and adopted “elements for creating a global culture of cybersecurity” to be considered by
Member States and relevant international organizations.®*

(79) In response to General Assembly resolution 58/200, the Secretary-General
submitted, in August 2005, a report'*®, which reviewed UN system biotechnology-related
activities in agriculture and food, health, biosafety and the environment, trade and
development and capacity-building. The report proposed that UN-Biotech an interagency
cooperation network on biotechnology should serve as an advisory unit for developing
countries on new trends in biotechnology innovations, policy and trade. It should focus
on building productive capacity in all areas of biotechnology to help developing countries
become leaders in formulating policies as the technology was developed. It should also
explore mechanisms to help those countries build the human resources and infrastructure
needed to participate in the bioeconomy. The General Assembly took a note with interest
of the existence of UN-Biotech in its resolution 60/205 and encouraged the relevant
bodies of the United Nations system engaged in biotechnology to collaborate with a view
to enhancing effectiveness in the implementation of programmes designed to assist
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developing countries in building capacity in all areas of biotechnology, including for
industry and agriculture, as well as for risk assessment and management of biosafety.*®

(80) The General Assembly called upon Member States and relevant United Nations
organizations to make greater efforts to promote the development and transfer of
appropriate technologies in and to developing countries under fair, transparent and
mutually agreed terms, as well as to support national efforts to foster the effective
utilization of local know-how and technology and promote agricultural research and
technologies to enable poor rural men and women to increase agricultural productivity
and enhanced food security.™’ It also called upon public and private institutions to further
develop improved varieties of crops that are appropriate for various regions, especially
those challenged by environmental factors, including climate change, and to develop and
manage these crops in a sustainable manner, and pledged for further efforts to be made by
all stakeholders to ensure that improved crop varieties are made available and affordable
to smallholder farmers.'*®

(81) In response to General Assembly resolution 62/190, the Secretary-General
articulated, in his report,'*® the call of the Commission on Sustainable Development for
“a green revolution that revitalizes agricultural sectors in developing countries by
enhancing agricultural production, productivity, and sustainability through the use of
science-based approaches and local indigenous knowledge in a manner that protects and
conserves natural resources, limits the use of scarce inputs and pollutants, and enhances
the quality of natural resources,” and for “mobilization of funding for research and
development of drought tolerant seed varieties, the promotion of technical solutions and
practices in combination with traditional knowledge for drought forecasting, impact
assessment, and early warning systems.”

5. Transnational Organized Crime

(82) Throughout the period under review, United Nations bodies expressed concern
about the impact that transnational organized can have and does have on the ability of a
country, particularly a developing country, to achieve higher levels of social and
economic development. The General Assembly remarked that it was “deeply concerned
at the impact of transnational organized crime on the political, social and economic
stability and development of societies.”®® In successive session, it repeatedly reiterated
its concern.?®! In addition to its effect on the economy, the General Assembly identified
the links between assorted illegal activities, including terrorism, and organized crime as
an “additional threat to security and the quality of life, hindering economic and social
development.”?® Finally, as part of its plan “Further initiatives for social development,”
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the General Assembly labeled organized crime one of the “world wide conditions that
pose severe threats to the health, safety, peace, security and well-being of our people.”?*

(83) ECOSOC also expressed deep concern about the effect of transnational organized
crime on the “political, social and economic stability and development of societies.”?%*
ECOSOC went on to highlight the portion of a report by the Executive Director of the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, entitled “Development, security and justice
for all,” which identified organized crime as one of the factors that had impeded
sustainable development in Africa.?%

(84) The Secretary-General also addressed the connection between transnational
organized crime and development. He summarized his conclusions in a note entitled
“Thematic discussion on the rule of law and development: the contribution of operational
activities in crime prevention and criminal justice.”?® The report noted that significant
achievements in social and economic development had repeatedly been undermined by
lawlessness and criminal behavior and that, in many countries, there was a close
relationship between institutional failure in the justice sector and the scope of organize
crime.?’ The relationship between transnational organized crime and development was
one of the factors that influenced United Nations action in this area during the period
under review.

(85) During the period under review, the most significant developments addressing the
relationship between transnational organized crime and development were the adoption
of the Vienna Declaration on Crime and Justice: Meeting the Challenges of the Twenty-
first Century and the drafting, opening for signature and entering into force of the United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime.”® The Vienna Declaration
on Crime and Justice was, in part, a response to a concern on the part of the State
Members of the United Nations about transnational organized crime, the relationship
between its various forms and its impact on societies.?®® In what would become a theme
during the period under review, the Vienna Declaration, though acknowledging the
responsibility of individual States for crime prevention, recognized the necessity of
“closer cooperation and coordination among States in combating the world crime
problem . . . [and of] technical cooperation activities to assist States in their efforts to
strengthen their domestic criminal justice systems and their capacity for international
cooperation.”?!® The Vienna Declaration also emphasized, once again, the “high priority”
accorded to the negotiation and completion of the United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime.”!

(86) Creating the Convention fulfilled a long-time goal; one of the recommended
actions listed in the General Assembly’s “Further issues for social development” was
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encouraging “the ongoing work on a draft convention against transnational organized
crime and the additional protocols thereto, with a view to the speedy finalization of this
work.”?'2 Even before the Convention was opened for signature on 12 December 2000 in
Palermo, the General Assembly was encouraging States “to begin making adequate and
regular voluntary contributions,” for its implementation.?*®

(87) The main purpose of the Convention was to “promote cooperation to prevent and
combat transnational organized more effectively.”?** However, its drafting was informed
by a deep concern, a concern shared, as noted above, by the General Assembly and by
ECOSOC, about “the negative economic and social implications related to organized
criminal activities,” and the belief in an “urgent need to strengthen cooperation to prevent
and combat such activities more effectively at the national, regional and international
levels.”?™® By the end of 2001, the Convention had 140 signatories and six parties. By the
end of the following year, it had 147 signatories and twenty-eight parties. The
Convention entered into force in September 2003, and by the end of the year it had 147
signatories and 97 parties.

(88) Early in the period under review, the Secretary-General released a report which
noted that the overall medium-term objective was to strengthen international cooperation
by assisting Governments in addressing problems of organized crimes; the role of the
international community was to lend expertise and to build capacity rather than to address
a particular situation.?®® The importance assigned to this objective was affirmed by the
General Assembly. On multiple occasions, it adopted resolutions approving of the high
priority given to “technical cooperation and advisory services in the field of crime
prevention and criminal justice, including in the area of prevention and control of
transnational organized crime, and stress[ing] the need . . . to assist, in particular,
developing countries and countries with economies in transition.”’

(89) The General Assembly also emphasized cooperation within the United Nations. It
urged relevant entities, including the United Nations International Drug Control
Programme, the UNDP, and the World Bank, to work with the Centre for International
Crime Prevention — a body which provides Member States with “technical cooperation,
advisory services and other forms of assistance in the fields of crime prevention and
criminal justice” in order to avoid duplicating effort and, more importantly, to ensure that
“activities related to the prevention of corruption, are considered in their sustainable
development agenda.”*® Finally, ECOSOC promoted various means of cooperation
among States, including requesting the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to
promote South-South cooperation.”

(90) The Eleventh UN Crime Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice,

which took place in Bangkok from 18 to 25 April 2005, considered five major topics,
with corresponding working papers prepared by the secretariat on: effective measures to
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combat transnational organized crime;?? international cooperation against terrorism and
links between terrorism and other criminal activities in the context of the work of
UNODC;?*! corruption: threats and trends in the twenty-first century;?> economic and
financial crimes: challenges to sustainable development;?* and making standards work:
fifty years of standard-setting in crime prevention and criminal justice.”** The outcome of
the Congress — the Bangkok Declaration — was endorsed both by ECOSOC?? and by the
General Assembly,?® which also ensured the follow-up to its implementation.??” Both
organs then undertook the preparation of the Twelfth UN Congress®? to be held in

Salvador, Brazil, from 12 to 19 April 2010.2%°

(91) Following the 2nd session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, held in Vienna from 10 to 21
October 2005,*° ECOSOC urged all Member States to criminalize trafficking in persons;
to promote cooperation among law enforcement authorities in combating trafficking in
persons; to ensure the security and control of travel or identity documents; and to
establish the offence of trafficking in persons as a predicate offence for money-
laundering offences.?*! Furthermore, following the ECOSOC request, United Nations
offices, funds and programmes met, in Tokyo on 26 and 27 September 2006, with other
international organizations to enhance cooperation on trafficking in persons.?*?

(92) The General Assembly recognized that broad international cooperation between
Member States and relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations is
essential for effectively countering the threat of trafficking in persons and other
contemporary forms of slavery, and invited them to foster a global partnership against
trafficking in persons and other contemporary forms of slavery.”*® It also recognized both
the need to arrive at a better understanding of what constitutes demand and how to
combat it, and the need to address the factors that make persons, especially women and
children, vulnerable to trafficking. The General Assembly therefore decided to strengthen
efforts to counter the demand for victims of trafficking in persons. It also encouraged
Member States to consider adopting legislative or other measures, such as educational,
social or cultural measures, to discourage and reduce the demand that fosters all forms of
exploitation of persons, and to adopt measures, including through bilateral or multilateral
cooperation, to counter the factors that make persons vulnerable to trafficking. According
to the General Assembly, those factors include “poverty, underdevelopment and lack of
equal opportunities, lack of equal access to education and lack of equal access to the
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labour market.”?** The General Assembly also recognized the importance of comparable
data disaggregated by types of trafficking in persons, sex and age, and of strengthening
national capacity for the gathering, analysing and reporting of such data, and welcomed
the efforts of the Inter-Agency Coordination Group against Trafficking in Persons to
share information, experiences and good practices on anti-trafficking activities of the
partner agencies with Governments, other international and regional organizations, non-
governmental organizations and other relevant bodies.?*

(93) The principal organs also adopted several resolutions related to the promotion of
effective crime prevention, 2 reporting on crime, > protection of witnesses, **®
kidnapping,?*® trafficking in human organs,?* trafficking in cultural property,®** crime
data collection,?* drugs,® strengthening of the technical cooperation capacity of the
United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme,?** and strengthening
the rule of law and the reform of criminal justice institutions.?*> ECOSOC also adopted a
model bilateral agreement on the sharing of confiscated proceeds of crime or property
covered by the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and
the United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances of 1988.2%° Furthermore, ECOSOC adopted the Guidelines on Justice in
Matters involving Child Victims and Witnesses of Crime as “a useful framework that
could assist Member States in enhancing the protection of child victims and witnesses in
the criminal justice system.”?*

6. Corruption and development

(94) During the period under review, the General Assembly identified corruption as a
severe threat to health, safety and well-being.2* It also noted “the corrosive effect that
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corruption has on democracy, development, the rule of law and economic activity.”?*°

Both the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) repeatedly
expressed concern about the “seriousness of problems posed by corruption, which may
endanger the stability and security of societies, undermine the values of democracy and
morality and jeopardize social, economic and political development.”?° The General
Assembly also underlined, in connection with a resolution on the transfer of funds of
illicit origin, that “returning such funds is an important element in mobilizing resources
for development.”?! In determining actions and initiatives necessary to implement
commitments made at the World Summit for Social Development, the General Assembly
“Encouraged relevant bodies of the United Nations system to address the issue of
corruption which undermines the efforts made and efficient use of resources for social
development.” 2 The focus on corruption was due both to the deleterious effects
described above and to the conviction, articulated by the General Assembly, that
“corruption is no longer a local matter but a transnational phenomenon that affects all
societies and economies, making international cooperation to prevent and control it
essential.”*

(95) It was, in part, the increasingly transnational character of corruption that led the
General Assembly to stress in the Vienna Declaration on Crime and Justice the “urgent
need to develop an effective international legal instrument against corruption,
independent of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized
Crime.”?* This passage of the Vienna Declaration is of particularly significance given
that the Convention on Transnational Organize Crime, which was adopted in 1995,
contains several provisions on corruption. In its resolution adopting the Convention, the
General Assembly stated that it was strongly convinced that that instrument would
“constitute an effective tool and the necessary legal framework for international
cooperation in combating, inter alia, such criminal activities as . . . corruption.”?*
Relevant provisions include Article 8, which requires State Parties to adopt legislation
criminalizing offering bribes to a public official or accepting bribes or an undue
advantage as a public official, and Article 9, which requires State Parties to “take
measures to ensure effective action by its authorities in the prevention, detection and
punishment of the corruption of public officials, including providing such authorities with
adequate independence to deter the exertion of inappropriate influence on their
actions.”?*®

(96) In spite of the measures in the Convention on Transnational Organized Crime,
calls for an “effective international legal instrument against corruption” continued.”®” In
response, the General Assembly decided to “begin the elaboration of such an

29 G A resolution 55/61

20 G A resolutions 55/188 and 56/260; E S C resolutions 2001/13, and 2001/46; see also G A resolution
56/186.

51 G A resolution 56/186.

22 G A resolution S-24/2.

23 G A resolution 58/4.

24 G A resolution 55/59.

25 G A resolution 55/25.

256 |d

57 G A resolution S-24/2.

33



instrument.”®® In the same resolution, the General Assembly set forth procedures for
adopting draft terms of reference and creating an ad hoc committee and an
intergovernmental open-ended expert group to begin the drafting process.”® The General
Assembly also invited the World Bank, UNDP, the UN International Drug Control
Programme and other relevant agencies to participate in the process and asked them to
ensure that “activities related to the prevention of corruption, are considered in their
sustainable development agenda.”?® In a report to the Commission on Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice, the Secretary-General stated that the General Assembly’s mandate
to develop a convention against corruption was a unique opportunity to address the
concerns of the international community by attempting to stem the effect of corruption.®®*

(97) In October 2003, the General Assembly adopted the United Nations Convention
against Corruption, and in December the Convention was opened for signature in Merida,
Mexico. In addition to adopting the Convention, the General Assembly also decided that
9 December should be designated International Anti-Corruption Day.?*> ECOSOC
welcomed the Convention, underlining that “improvement of public sector effectiveness
requires, inter alia, that all countries strive to eliminate corruption at all levels.”?* In
adopting the Convention, the General Assembly reiterated that it was concerned “about
the seriousness of problems and threats posed by corruption to the stability and security
of societies, undermining the institutions and values of democracy, ethical values and
justice and jeopardizing sustainable development and the rule of law.”?* The States
Parties to the Convention went on to express specific concern about “cases of corruption
that involve vast quantities of assets, which may constitute a substantial proportion of the
resources of States, and that threaten the political stability and sustainable development
of those States.”*®

(98) Following the adoption of the Convention against Corruption, the General
Assembly reaffirmed that “the prevention and eradication of corruption is a responsibility
of all States.”?*® However, in the same resolution it also indicated that, for their measures
against corruption to be effective, States have to cooperate with each other and have the
“support and involvement of individuals and groups outside the public sector, such as
civil society, nongovernmental organizations and community-based organizations.”’

(99) To combat effectively corruption everywhere, the General Assembly called upon
States to promote, through national action, “the mobilization of new and additional
resources for social development.”?®® After the Convention against Corruption was
adopted and opened for signature, the General Assembly emphasized the importance of
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the “effective participation of all relevant stakeholders from the least developed countries,
developing countries and countries with economies in transition.”?*

(100) In the outcome of the 2005 World Summit, under the heading “Domestic resource
mobilization”, the Heads of State and Government resolved to make the fight against
corruption a priority at all levels and urged all States that have not done so to consider
signing, ratifying and implementing the United Nations Convention against
Corruption.?”

(101) The Convention entered into force on 14 December 2005 and was followed by
three sessions of the Conference of the States Parties to the United Nations Convention
against Corruption, held in Amman from 10 to 14 December 2006,%* Nusa Dua,
Indongsgia, from 28 January to 1 February 2008, and Doha, from 9 to 13 November
2009.

(102) The General Assembly continued to scrutinize the implementation of the
Convention.”™ It encouraged Member States to provide adequate financial and human
resources to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) for the effective
implementation of the Convention, and requested the Office to give high priority to
technical cooperation to promote and facilitate the ratification, acceptance, approval of or
accession to and the implementation of the Convention.?” The General Assembly called
for further international cooperation, through the United Nations system, in support of
national, subregional and regional efforts to prevent and combat corrupt practices and the
transfer of assets of illicit origin and welcomed the cooperation of the UNODC with
relevant partners, including the International Centre for Asset Recovery.?’® It stressed the
importance of the role that the Global Compact can play in fighting corruption and
promoting transparency and urged the private sector, at both the international and the
national levels, including small and large companies and transnational corporations, to
remain fully engaged in the fight against corruption and to continue to promote corporate
responsibility and accountability.*’” The General Assembly furthermore called upon
States parties to continue to support the work carried out by the Open-ended
Intergovernmental Expert Working Groups on Asset Recovery, Technical Assistance and
Review of Implementation in order to facilitate the full implementation of the
Convention.?”® The General Assembly also continued to take note of various international
initiatives such as the Stolen Asset Recovery Initiative of the UNODC and the World
Bank?”® or the establishment of the International Anti-Corruption Academy based on the
partnership between the UNODC, the International Criminal Police Organization and the
Government of Austria, with the support of the European Anti-Fraud Agency.?®
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(103) ECOSOC adopted resolutions in relation to the implementation of the Convention
against corruption, concerning assistance to States in capacity-building ' and
international cooperation.?®?

(104) The General Assembly repeatedly emphasized “the urgent need for taking
concrete and effective measures to prevent, combat and criminalize all forms of
corruption at all levels, to prevent, detect and deter in a more effective manner
international transfers of illicitly acquired assets and to strengthen international
cooperation in asset recovery” in connection with the right to development.?®® The fight
against corruption at all levels was reiterated as a priority also by the Doha Declaration
on Financing for Development.?®

7. Other Areas of Action

a. Financing for Development

(105) During the period under review, the UN treated financing for development and, in
particular, the relation between the international financial system and development as a
topical issue, recognizing that “mobilizing financial resources for development and the
effective use of those resources in developing countries and countries with economies in
transition are central to a global partnership for development in support of the
achievement of the internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium
Development Goals.” % In that context, the principal organs concentrated on the
emerging interaction between the international financial system and development®® and
the importance of external debts and possible debt relieve for developing countries,?®’
recognizing that “the increasing globalization of financial markets and capital flows has
presented Governments, the multilateral financial institutions and the international
community at large with new challenges and opportunities for the mobilization of
adequate and more stable resources for promoting economic development and social
welfare,” and emphasizing “the need to renew national, regional and international efforts
to promote international financial stability and, to this end, to improve early warning,
prevention and response capabilities for dealing with the emergence and spread of
financial crises in a timely manner.”?®®

(106) The General Assembly underlined “the important role that private sector creditors
play in debt relief and debt sustainability” and recognized that “creditors and debtors
must share the responsibility for preventing and resolving unsustainable debt situations
and that debt relief can play a key role in liberating resources that should be directed
towards activities consistent with attaining poverty eradication, sustainable economic
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growth and sustainable development and with the achievement of the internationally
agreed development goals.”?® It stressed the need to implement speedily, effectively and
fully the enhanced Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) Initiative, launched by the
International Monetary Fund in 1996, to further explore options to address the difficult
issues of HIPC-to-HIPC debt relief and creditor litigation, and to establish effective debt-
tracking mechanisms in developing countries and strengthen technical assistance for
external debt management and debt tracking in order to ensure that resources provided
for debt relief do not detract from official development assistance resources.?*

(107) The principal organs also strongly promoted the role of microcredit and
microfinance as an innovative tool for eradication of poverty,?®" stressing that “that
microfinance, including microcredit programmes, has succeeded in generating productive
self-employment and proved to be an effective tool in assisting people in overcoming
poverty and reducing their vulnerability to crisis, and has led to their growing
participation, in particular the participation of women, in the mainstream economic and
political processes of society.”?** They invited Member States, the United Nations system,
the Bretton Woods institutions, regional development banks and other relevant
stakeholders to fully maximize the role of microfinance tools, to support financially and
technically the efforts of developing countries in capacity-building for microcredit and
microfinance institutions and to adopt policies to facilitate their expansion, as well as to
provide for greater access to microfinance, including microcredit, in developing countries,
in particular for small farmers, which can contribute to increased agricultural productivity
and rural development.?®® The main activities culminated around the International Year
of Microcredit 2005.%%*

(108) In 2001, the General Assembly convened the International Conference on
Financing for Development,® which took place in Monterrey, Mexico, from 18 to 22
March 2002.%* The General Assembly endorsed the outcome of the conference — the
Monterrey Consensus. >’ The principal organs supported the follow-up to the
Conference *® and subsequently continued to scrutinize its implementation. *° The
General Assembly also decided to hold biennially the High-level Dialogue on Financing
for Development at ministerial level starting from 2003.%% In 2006, the General
Assembly decided to convene the Follow-up International Conference on Financing for
Development to Review the Implementation of the Monterrey Consensus, which took
place in Doha, Qatar, from 29 November to 2 December 2008. The Doha Declaration on
Financing for Development, the outcome document of the Conference subsequently
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endorsed by the General Assembly,* inter alia recognized that that the international

context has changed in profound ways since the Conference in Monterrey and pointed out
that the international community is currently challenged by “the severe impact on
development of multiple, interrelated global crises and challenges, such as increased food
insecurity, volatile energy and commaodity prices, climate change and a global financial
crisis, as well as the lack of results so far in the multilateral trade negotiations and a loss
of confidence in the international economic system.”*%

(109) The outbreak of the world financial crisis in the second half of the period under
review severely marked the fragile system of development financing. The General
Assembly expressed its concern that “the impact of the current financial crisis and global
economic slowdown on the ability of developing countries to gain access to the financing
necessary for their development objectives, and [...] that developing countries and
countries with economies in transition risk suffering very serious setbacks to their
development objectives, in particular the achievement of the internationally agreed
development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals.”**

(110) Following paragraph 79 of the Doha Declaration, the General Assembly convened
the Conference on the World Financial and Economic Crisis and Its Impact on
Development at United Nations Headquarters from 1 to 3 June 2009.%* The Outcome of
the Conference, endorsed by the General Assembly,3® observed that “Developing
countries, which did not cause the global economic and financial crisis, are nonetheless
severely affected by it. The economic and social progress achieved during recent years, in
particular on internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium
Development Goals, is now being threatened in developing countries, particularly least
developed countries.”*® It underlined that “strong and urgent actions are needed to
counter the impact of the crisis on the most vulnerable populations and help to restore
strong growth and recover lost ground in their progress towards our internationally
agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals. Therefore, an
adequate share of any additional resources — both short-term liquidity and long-term
development financing — will need to be made available to developing countries.”*"" It
also stressed that “the urgent need for further reform of the governance of the Bretton
Woods institutions, on the basis of a fair and equitable representation of developing
countries, in order to increase the credibility and accountability of these institutions,”*%
and that “it is imperative that the reformed World Bank emerge with the requisite
technical capacities, credit facilities and financial resources needed to assist and
complement the efforts of developing countries aimed at achieving their overall
development needs.”** The General Assembly consequently established an ad hoc open-
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ended working group of the General Assembly to follow up on the issues contained in the
Outcome®™® and ECOSOC took implementing measures.**

b. Groups of countries in special situations

(111) In the framework of the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries
for the Decade 2001-2010, the General Assembly convened a high-level meeting on the
midterm comprehensive global review of the implementation of that Programme, in New
York, on 19 and 20 September 2006.%'? The Declaration®® subsequently adopted stressed
that many least developed countries are unlikely to achieve the goals and objectives set
out in the Programme of Action but that many of those countries nevertheless produced
notable achievements through wide-ranging and far-reaching reforms.

(112) The General Assembly also endorsed®* the Mauritius Declaration®" and the
Mauritius Strategy for Implementation®'® adopted at the International Meeting to Review
the Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of
Small Island Developing States, held in Port Louis from 10 to 14 January 2005, and
followed its implementation.®"’

(113) Inrespect of Landlocked Developing Countries, the General Assembly reaffirmed
the right of access of landlocked countries to and from the sea and freedom of transit
through the territory of transit countries by all means of transport, in accordance with the
applicable rules of international law, and the right of the transit countries, in the exercise
of their full sovereignty over their territory, to take all measures necessary to ensure that
the rights and facilities provided for landlocked countries in no way infringe their
legitimate interests.*'® It also stressed®™® the need to implement paragraphs 66 and 84 of
the S30 Paulo Consensus®? adopted at the eleventh session of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development, held in Sdo Paulo, Brazil, from 13 to 18 June
2004.

(114) Furthermore, it endorsed®* the Almaty Programme of Action®?? and the Almaty
Declaration®*® adopted on the International Ministerial Conference of Landlocked and
Transit Developing Countries and Donor Countries and International Financial and
Development Institutions on Transit Transport Cooperation held in Almaty, Kazakhstan,
from 25-29 August 2003, and subsequently decided to hold a high-level plenary meeting
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devoted to the midterm review of that Programme in October 2008.%%* The outcome
Declaration adopted on that meeting®®® stated that the economic growth and social well-
being of landlocked developing countries remain very vulnerable to external shocks and
that those countries, while still dependent on the export of a limited number of
commaodities, continue to be marginalized from international trade, which prevents them
from fully using trade as an instrument for achieving their development goals. It
suggested several measures to be taken in order to facilitate the implementation of the
Almaty Programme of Action, including strengthening, improvements and harmonisation
of the legal framework with respect to transit transport cooperation and technical
standards, promotion of inter-railway cooperation, limitation of administrative burden
and designation of focal points in each country concerned.*?®

(115) The General Assembly also put on its agenda the assistance to poor mountain
countries.**” It identified as key challenges to implementing sustainable development in
fragile mountain ecosystems and eradicating poverty in mountains growing demand for
natural resources, the consequences of erosion, deforestation and other forms of
watershed degradation, the occurrence of natural disasters, increasing outmigration, the
pressures of industry, transport, tourism, mining, agriculture and the consequences of
global climate change.®*®

c. Global Partnership

(116) In its report entitled “We the peoples: the role of the United Nations in the
twenty-first century”,*? the Secretary-General pointed out that “better governance means
greater participation, coupled with accountability. Therefore, the international public
domain — including the United Nations — must be opened up further to the participation
of the many actors whose contributions are essential to managing the path of
globalization. Depending on the issues at hand, this may include civil society
organizations, the private sector, parliamentarians, local authorities, scientific
associations, educational institutions and many others.”**° He constantly stressed the need
to include private sector in the programmes, policies and actions undertaken by the UN in
the area of development, referring, in particular, to the Global Compact — a joint
undertaking of the International Labour Organization, the United Nations Environment
Programme and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights,
launched in 1999.%" In the Millennium Declaration, the Heads of State and Government
resolved “to develop strong partnerships with the private sector and with civil society
organizations in pursuit of development and poverty eradication.”**?
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(117) Consequently, the General Assembly initiated the UN policy of Global
Partnership, stressing that “efforts to meet the challenges of globalization could benefit
from enhanced cooperation between the United Nations and all relevant partners, in
particular the private sector, in order to ensure that globalization becomes a positive force
for all,” and reaffirming “the central role of the United Nations, in particular the General
Assembly, in the promotion of partnerships in the context of globalization.”**

(118) The principal organs then continued to adopt general measures,** as well as
specific measures related to partnerships for sustainable development®®* and social
development.®*® The Heads of State and Government confirmed their strong commitment
to the idea of global partnership in the Outcome of the 2005 World Summit.**’

d. Trade and Commodities

(119) During the period under review, the UN closely scrutinized the evolution of the
WTO Doha Development Round negotiations.**® It concentrated, in particular, on the
negotiations concerning the Agreement on Trade-related Aspects of Intellectual Property
Rights (TRIPs) with regard to issues of making intellectual property rules fully support
the objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the issues related to the
Agreement and public health afflicting many developing countries, especially those
issues arising from the HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and other epidemics, aiming at
facilitating the access of developing countries to generic medicines and medical
equipment.®®® It reaffirmed that international trade can be an engine for development and
sustained economic growth, underlining the need to fully harness its potential in that
regard, and stressed the importance of upholding a universal, rule-based, open, non-
discriminatory and equitable multilateral trading system that contributes to growth,
sustainable development and employment, particularly in developing countries.**

(120) In respect to trade, the 2005 World Summit Outcome stressed that “it is for each
Government to evaluate the trade-off between the benefits of accepting international rules
and commitments and the constraints posed by the loss of policy space. It is particularly
important for developing countries, bearing in mind development goals and objectives,
that all countries take into account the need for appropriate balance between national
policy space and international disciplines and commitments.”** It further recognized that
“a universal, rule-based, open, non-discriminatory and equitable multilateral trading
system, as well as meaningful trade liberalization, can substantially stimulate
development worldwide, benefiting countries at all stages of development,” and
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reaffirmed the commitment to trade liberalization and to ensure that trade plays its full
part in promoting economic growth, employment and development for all.”3*?

(121) In respect to commodities, the General Assembly reiterated the importance of
expanded South-South trade and investment in commodities.®** It encouraged developing
countries to create an enabling environment that encourages the participation of rural
producers and small farmers, to continue the diversification of the commodity sector, to
increase technology development and improve information systems, institutions and
human resources,*** and underscored the need for further efforts to address excessive
commodity price volatility, in particular by assisting producers, especially small-scale
producers, in managing risk.’

e. International Migration

(122) During the period under review, the principal organs continued to develop
policies on international migration **° and protection of migrants **’ and migrant
workers, 3 in particular women.®*® The General Assembly also decided to hold a High-
level Dialogue on International Migration and Development in New York on 14 and 15
September 2006,%*° which focused on the effects of international migration on economic
and social development; on the measures to ensure respect for and protection of the
human rights of all migrants, and to prevent and combat smuggling of migrants and
trafficking in persons; on the multidimensional aspects of international migration and
development, including remittances; on promoting the building of partnerships and
capacity-building and the sharing of best practices at all levels, and decided to hold the
next High-level Dialogue in 2013.*! Furthermore, the General Assembly granted
observer status to the International Centre for Migration Policy Development.®*? It also
took note of the Global Forum on Migration and Development, as an informal, voluntary,
open, State-led initiative, which held its first meeting in Brussels from 9 to 11 July 2007,
its second meeting in Manila from 27 to 30 October 2008 and its third meeting in Athens
on 4 and 5 November 2009.%° The General Assembly recognized that exchanges of
information and expertise, consultation and closer cooperation between the Global Forum
and the UN could have a positive impact and encouraged Member States to participate
actively therein.**

(123) In his report to ECOSOC entitled “Creating an environment at the national and
international levels conducive to generating full and productive employment and decent

¥2|d., para. 27.

¥3 G A resolution 61/190, para. 4.

#41d., para. 10.

5 G A resolution 64/192, para. 2.

346 G A resolutions 56/203, 58/208, 59/241, 60/227, 61/208 and 63/225.
47 G A resolutions 55/92, 56/170, 57/218, 58/190, 59/194, 60/169, 61/165, 62/156, 63/184 and 64/166.
8 G A resolutions 55/88, 56/145, 57/201, 58/166 and 59/262.

39 G A resolutions 56/131, 58/143, 60/139, 62/132 and 64/139.

%0 G A resolution 60/227.

%1 G A resolution 63/225.

%2 G A resolution 57/31.

33 G A resolution 63/225.

34 G A resolution 62/270.

42



work for all, and its impact on sustainable development,”**® the Secretary-General

pointed out the importance of migration, arguing that “labour migration contributes to
sustaining economic activity and growth in industrialized countries, where labour forces
contract owing to ageing, where there is shortage of high technology skills and where
national workers shun certain sectors and occupations. International migration could play
a critical role in stabilizing the labour markets of both labour importing and exporting
countries if balanced, for example, against the adverse effects of the “brain drain” of
skilled personnel from developing to developed countries.” The General Assembly
stressed “the important nexus between international migration and development”®*° and
“the importance of migration as a phenomenon accompanying increased globalization,
including its impact on economies and [...] the need for greater coordination and
cooperation among countries as well as relevant regional and international
organizations.” **’ It acknowledged and the need to deal with the challenges and
opportunities that migration presents to countries of origin, destination and transit, and
recognized that migration brings benefits as well as challenges to the global community.

(124) The General Assembly, in particular, focused on the facilitation and reduction of
the cost of transfer of migrant remittances, recognizing that remittance flows constitute
sources of private capital and that remittances have increased over time, complement
domestic savings and are instrumental in improving the well-being of recipients, and that
remittance flows constitute one of the important aspects of international migration and
that they particularly benefit the households of migrants and could impact the economies
of recipient countries. It stressed the need to address and to promote conditions for
cheaper, faster and safer transfers of remittances in both source and recipient countries,
and the need to facilitate the potential of their productive use in recipient countries by
beneficiaries that are willing and able to do so. **®

f. Health

(125) During the period under review, the fight against HIV/AIDS, malaria and
tuberculosis became one of the priorities of the principal organs, in accordance with the
Millennium Declaration and the 2005 World Summit Outcome. In 2001, the General
Assembly adopted a Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS®** and, in 2006, a
Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS,*® and scrutinized the implementation of those
instruments.*** ECOSOC continued to adopt measures®®? concerning the operations of the
Joint United Nations Programme on Human Immunodeficiency Virus/Acquired
Immunodeficiency Syndrome (UNAIDS), created in 1994, and other specific measures
such as combating the spread of HIV/AIDS in criminal justice pre-trial and correctional
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facilities.®®® The General Assembly recognized that “access to medication in the context
of pandemics such as HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria is one fundamental element
for achieving progressively the full realization of the right of everyone to the enjoyment
of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health” and called upon Member
States, inter alia, to develop and implement national strategies, in accordance with
applicable international law, including international agreements acceded to, to
progressively realize access for all to prevention-related goods, services and information
as well as access to comprehensive treatment, care and support for all individuals infected
and affected by pandemics such as HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria.*** The General
Assembly also proclaimed the period 2001-2010 the Decade to Roll Back Malaria in
Developing Countries, Particularly in Africa.*®®

(126) Considering that “strengthening public health is critical to the development of all
Member States, and that economic and social development are enhanced through
measures that strengthen capacity-building in public health, including systems of
prevention of and immunization against infectious diseases,” that “the control of
outbreaks of diseases, particularly new diseases whose origins remain unknown, requires
international and regional cooperation,”® and that “global health is also a long-term
objective which is local, national, regional and international in scope and requires
sustained attention, commitment and closer international cooperation beyond
emergency,”®’ the principal organs started to focus on enhancing capacity-building in
global public health®®® and on the relation between global health and foreign policy.**® In
relation to women, the General Assembly also adopted specific measures aimed at ending

obstetric fistula.3"

g. Education and culture

(127) During the period under review, the principal organs continued to promote
actively the policy of Culture of Peace, in particular by promoting interreligious dialogue
and cooperation for peace®* and religious and cultural understanding, harmony and
cooperation,®? as well as in the framework of the International Year for the Culture of
Peace in 2000 and the International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for
the Children of the World (2001-2010).3"

(128) The General Assembly also focused on policies and programmes involving youth,
recognizing in particular that information and communications technology plays a crucial
role as a potential means of promoting participation, access to information and education
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and networking possibilities for young people and the great importance of the
empowerment of youth through building the capacity of young people to achieve greater
independence, overcoming constraints to their participation and providing them with
opportunities to make decisions that affect their life and well-being, and reaffirming the
importance of schooling and education, in particular for girls and young women, and
recognized the value of all forms of life-long learning, including formal education and
training and non-formal education.*”

(129) The 2005 World Summit Outcome confirmed the commitment of Member States
“to support developing country efforts to ensure that all children have access to and
complete free and compulsory primary education of good quality, to eliminate gender
inequality and imbalance and to renew efforts to improve girls’ education.”*" The
General Assembly also urged States and the international community to make secondary
education “generally available, through the progressive introduction of free education.”*"®
The General Assembly also continued to promote education through measure concerning
teaching of international law.%’’

h. Sport for development and peace

(130) The UN recognized the role of sport and physical education as a means to
promote education, health, development and peace.*® In 2001, the Secretary-General
appointed the first Special Adviser on Sport for Development and Peace to enhance the
network of relations between UN organizations and the sports sector and, in 2002,
convened the UN Inter-Agency Task Force on Sport for Development and Peace to
review activities that involve sport within the UN system. In February 2003, the first
International Conference on Sport and Development took place in Magglingen,
Switzerland. In October 2003, the Secretary-General published the report of the Task
Force entitled: “Sport for Development and Peace: Towards Achieving the Millennium
Development Goals,” which represented a synthesis of the long-standing relationship
between the world of sport and the UN system.®”® On basis of that report, the General
Assembly invited Governments, the United Nations, its funds and programmes, the
specialized agencies and sport-related institutions, when furthering their development
programmes and policies, to promote the role of sport and physical education for all as a
tool for health, education, social and cultural development and towards achieving the
internationally agreed development goals, to encourage the building and restoration of
sports infrastructures, and to strengthen cooperation and partnership between all actors, to
ensure that young talents can develop their athletic potential without any threat to their
safety and physical and moral integrity. It also stressed the need for all parties to
cooperate closely with international sports bodies to elaborate a “code of good practice”
and to accelerate the elaboration of an international anti-doping convention in all sports
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activities. It proclaimed year 2005 as the International Year for Sport and Physical
Education.>®

(131) The commemoration of the International Year was launched in November 200
and was guided by the United Nations Office for the International Year of Sport and
Physical Education, set up in May 2004.%? The General Assembly welcomed the
widespread commitment demonstrated by Member States, sport-related organizations and
the private sector through the organization of activities and events at national, regional
and international levels, including the holding of international conferences, setting up of a
network of national focal points, organization of youth leadership summits, strengthening
of cooperation with the International Olympic Committee, sport-related associations and
other partners and appointment of sport celebrities as spokespersons.®®® In the framework
of the International Year, the second International Conference on Sport and Development
in Magglingen, organized under the International Platform for Sport and Development,
adopted the Magglingen Call to Action.*®*

(132) The Outcome of the 2005 World Summit expressly underlined that sports can
foster peace and development and can contribute to an atmosphere of tolerance and
understanding, and encouraged discussions in the General Assembly with a view to
formulating proposals leading to a plan of action on sport and development. **°
Consequently, the General Assembly requested the Secretary-General to elaborate an
action plan and strengthen advocacy and social mobilization.**°

(133) In 2006, the General Assembly reiterated the triennial United Nations Action Plan
on Sport for Development and Peace, presented by the Secretary-General, *' and invited
Member States to provide voluntary contributions to ensure adequate execution of, and
follow-up to, the activities being implemented by the Office of Sport for Development
and Peace in Geneva and in New York, to initiate sports programmes to promote gender
equality and the empowerment of women and to assist developing countries in their
capacity-building efforts in sport and physical education. It also encouraged the
Secretary-General to maintain the mandate of Special Adviser on Sport for Development
and Peace and to provide guidance on the institutional future of sport for development
and peace within the United Nations system.®

(134) In 2008, the Secretary-General appointed a new Special Adviser on Sport for
Development and Peace. The General Assembly welcomed the Secretary-General’s
decision to renew the mandate of a Special Adviser and to incorporate the Sport for
Development and Peace International Working Group into the United Nations Office on
Sport for Development and Peace under his leadership. In order to implement the Action
Plan, it also encouraged Member States to designate focal points for sport for
development and peace within their governments; to provide institutional structures,
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appropriate quality standards and competencies and promote academic research and
expertise in the field to enable ongoing training, capacity-building and education of
physical education teachers, coaches and community leaders in sport for development
and peace programmes; to use the sport as a vehicle to foster development and strengthen
education for children and young persons, prevent disease and promote health, empower
girls and women, foster the inclusion and well-being of persons with disabilities, and
facilitate social inclusion, conflict prevention and peacebuilding. It also recommended
using mass sport events to promote and support sport for development and peace
initiatives.*®
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