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TEXT OF ARTICLE 55

With a view to the creation of conditions of stability and well-being which
are necessary for peaceful and friendly relations among nations based on
respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, the
United Nations shall promote:

a. higher standards of living, full employment, and conditions of economic
and social progress and development;

b. solutions of international economic, social, health, and related problems ;
and international cultural and educational co-operation; and

c. universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion.

INTRODUCTORY NOTE

1. The presentation and organization of the ma-
terial in this study follows that established in the
previous studies of this Article in the Repertory and its
Supplements Nos. 1 and 2. The material is again di-
vided into two main parts, dealing respectively with
economic and social matters and with human rights.
Each part, in turn, is divided into a General Survey
which gives a broad view of the activities of the
United Nations in those fields consonant with the
words "shall promote" in Article 55 and an Analytical
Summary of Practice which indicates the scope of
the activity of the United Nations in each field. An
account of the ways and means used by the United
Nations to achieve its purposes in the economic,
social and human rights fields through the exercise of

the specific functions and powers of the General
Assembly and the Economic and Social Council is
contained in this Supplement in the studies of the
Articles which set forth these functions and powers.1

2. As in the previous studies, the question of the
scope given to the objectives of the United Nations
in the economic, social and human rights fields, as
set forth in paragraphs a, b and c of Article 55, in
the Preamble of the Charter and in certain other
Articles2 is dealt with in this Supplement solely in the
study of a single Article, namely, Article 55.

1 These Articles are listed in the Repertory, vol. Ill, under
Article 55, para. 3.

2 See Repertory, under Article 55, para. 4, and related table.

I. ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FIELDS

A. General Survey

3. A brief survey of the promotion by the Gen-
eral Assembly and the Economic and Social Council
of the economic and social objectives of Article 55
during the period covered by the present Supple-
ment is given in this section of the study of Article 55.
The major decisions taken by these two organs of the
United Nations pertaining to international action
in the economic and social fields are briefly described
but, as in the case of the previous studies of this
Article, this study does not include an account of
implementation of those decisions, nor does it include
the description of the manner in which the Secre-
tary-General assisted the various organs of the United
Nations in the performance of their functions or an
account of organizational problems and the co-
ordinating activities of the United Nations.
4. As in the past, a few of the decisions described
contain references to Article 55 or paraphrase its
language.3 The Article was also mentioned on several
occasions in discussions.4

1. DECISIONS WITH REGARD TO
INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION

5. The decisions of the General Assembly and
the Council frequently referred to or implied inter-
national co-operation as indicated in various parts
of this study. They referred to such specific problems
as international co-operation in the field of seismol-
ogy,5 concerted international action in the field of
urbanization,6 the development of the petroleum
industry in the underdeveloped countries,7 town

3 See, for example, G A resolutions 1423 (XIV), 1431
(XIV), 1515 (XV), 1516 (XV), 1522 (XV), 1566 (XV),
1705 (XVI), 1712 (XVI), 1808 (XVII), 1938 (XVIII), 1940
(XVIII) and 2035 (XX).

4 See, for example, E S C (XXXIII), 1199th mtg., para. 23;
E S C (XXXVI), 1271st mtg., para. 18; E S C (XXXVIII),
1356th mtg., para. 7. See also G A (XX), Plen., 1349th, and
1394th mtgs.; G A (XX), 3rd Com., 1355th mtg. For an
argument before the International Court of Justice, based on
Article 55, see ICJ, Reports 1960, p. 16.

5 E S C resolution 912 (XXXIV).
« E S C resolution 830 B (XXXII).
7 G A resolution 1425 (XIV).

319



320 Chapter IX. International economic and social co-operation

twinning as a means of international co-operation,8
aid provided through the United Nations Children's
Fund (UNICEF) as "a practical way of inter-
national co-operation to help countries to carry
out the aims proclaimed in the Declaration of the
Rights of the Child"9 or they dealt with a broader
set of activities, such as the economic development
of developing countries.10 The decisions of the Gen-
eral Assembly or the Council which are noted in
this section either deal specifically with the matter
of international co-operation,11 or cover several
fields of activity, as in the case of the initiation of
the United Nations Development Decade.
6. In December 1961, the General Assembly,
at its sixteenth session, approved a resolution en-
titled "The United Nations Development Decade:
A programme for international economic co-opera-
tion,"12 in which the General Assembly expressed
its conviction of the need for concerted action to
demonstrate the determination of Member States
to give added impetus to international economic
co-operation during that decade, through the United
Nations system and on a bilateral or multilateral
basis. It then designated that decade as the United
Nations Development Decade, in which

"Member States and their peoples will intensify
their efforts to mobilize and to sustain support
for the measures required on the part of both
developed and developing countries to accelerate
progress towards self-sustaining growth of the
economy of the individual nations and their social
advancement so as to attain in each under-de-
veloped country a substantial increase in the rate
of growth, with each country setting its own
target, taking as the objective a minimum annual
rate of growth of aggregate national income of
5 per cent at the end of the Decade;".

The General Assembly called upon States Members
of the United Nations and members of the specialized
agencies to pursue certain policies towards that goal
and requested the Secretary-General to develop,
along the lines indicated in the resolution, proposals
for the intensification of action in the fields of econ-
omic and social development by the United Na-
tions system of organizations; it also invited the
Council to accelerate its examination of principles
of international economic co-operation directed
towards the improvement of world economic rela-

8 G A resolution 2058 (XX).
9 G A resolution 1391 (XIV).

10 See, for example, paras. 33 — 36 below.
11 In resolution 1815 (XVII), the General Assembly listed

various "principles of international law concerning friendly
relations and co-operation among States"; it included among
them the duty of States to co-operate with one another in
accordance with the Charter. When this duty was considered
in the Sixth Committee during the twentieth session of the Gen-
eral Assembly, frequent references were made to Article 55.
Similarly, Article 55 was referred to in the report of the 1966
Special Committee on Principles of International Law concern-
ing Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States, re-
constituted by resolution 2103 A (XX) of the General Assembly.
See G A (XX), Annexes, a. i. 90 and 94, A/6165, paras.
50-55; G A (XXI), Annexes, a. i. 87, A/6230, paras. 414 to
455.

12 G A resolution 1710 (XVI).

tions and the stimulation of international co-op-
eration.
7. Having designated the United Nations De-
velopment Decade as a period of intensified co-
operation for the benefit of the less developed
countries, the General Assembly, also at its sixteenth
session, called13 for increased financial support of
the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance
(EPTA) and the Special Fund.
8. At its thirty-fourth session, the Council had
before it the report prepared by the Secretary-Gen-
eral presenting proposals for intensified national and
international action programmes during the United
Nations Development Decade. By resolution 916
(XXXIV), the Council endorsed the emphasis
placed in that report on the development process as
a many-faceted one and called upon the Govern-
ments of Member States, as well as United Nations
bodies and specialized agencies, to give particular
consideration, in the first years of the implementation
of the Development Decade, to various specified
activities including industrial development, improved
access to world markets in order to promote the
export trade of developing countries, substantially
increasing in-flow of long-term development capital
and development of human and natural resources.
Among the various ways in which Governments and
the United Nations system of organizations could
promote the objectives of the Development Decade,
the Council urged the prompt attainment of the
goal of contributions for EPTA and the Special
Fund, full support to the Freedom from Hunger
Campaign and assistance in the field of planning to
developing countries. The Secretary-General was
requested to prepare a programme consisting of
detailed, phased proposals for action with respect
to the basic factors of economic growth in the light
of the objectives outlined in the resolution.14 Further
action was taken by the Council at its thirty-sixth
session,15 when it considered the report of the Secre-
tary-General and the comments thereon contained in
the report of the Special Committee on Co-ordination
in which the Committee suggested certain develop-
ment methods and techniques as worthy of priority
consideration. The Council commended the report
of the Secretary-General to Governments as a helpful
presentation of plans for the immediate future, high-
lighting the wide range of activities of the United
Nations system. The Council also requested the
Secretary-General and the executive heads of the
agencies, when planning and implementing their
programmes to take account, as suggested by the
Special Committee on Co-ordination, of the priority
areas in terms of activities. The Council recommended
to Governments and the agencies that they should
stimulate sound and co-ordinated development plans
at the country level, and urged them to promote

13 G A resolution 1715 (XVI).
14 During the period under review, both the General

Assembly and the Council made decisions relevant to specific
economic, social or human rights fi elds designed to advance
the goals and objectives of the United Nations Development
Decade. Reference to such action is made throughout this
study.

15 E S C resolution 984 (XXXVI).



Article 55 321

close interrelationships among the various world-
wide and regional planning institutes.
9. At its thirty-ninth session, the Council had
before it a report entitled "The United Nations De-
velopment Decade at mid-point : an appraisal by the
Secretary-General".16 Referring to that report, the
Council, while bearing in mind that the United Na-
tions and the agencies had contributed "within the
limits of their resources to the economic and social
development of the developing countries", re-
cognized17 that the rate of growth of most of those
countries had been disappointingly slow and that,
"therefore, the goal of self-sustaining growth re-
mains as distant as ever". It urged Member States,
members of the specialized agencies, the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), "and particularly
the developed countries" to take "all possible steps
immediately to increase the effective flow of inter-
national capital to the developing countries" to the
level recommended by the United Nations Con-
ference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD);
"to devise such terms and conditions that the servic-
ing of this expanded flow of capital" would not
"impose an unduly heavy burden on the developing
countries and thereby jeopardize the prospects of
their further growth; to take measures to enable
those countries "to increase their export earnings
in order to meet the necessarily increased importance
of their import needs for development; and to take
appropriate measures to stabilize the prices of pri-
mary products at an equitable and remunerative
level." It also requested the Secretary-General and
the executive heads of the agencies to review their
work programmes with a view "to making their
maximum contribution both individually and by
concerted action to the goals of the United Nations
Development Decade".
10. The urgent necessity of attaining the over-all
objectives set for the United Nations Development
Decade was reaffirmed by the General Assembly at
its twentieth session.18 The General Assembly re-
quested the Secretary-General, the specialized agen-
cies, IAEA and the regional economic commissions
to report jointly on the goals and objectives which
had been established by the United Nations family
of organizations and to take other action as indicated
in the resolution, including devising a method for
the systematic evaluation of progress and prospects.
During its forty-first session the Council, noting the
slow progress towards the goals and objectives set
for the Development Decade and considering it de-
sirable to look ahead to the period after it, requested
the Secretary-General to consider, in consultation
with all the organizations of the United Nations
family concerned and, in particular, with the as-
sistance of the Committee for Development Plan-
ning,19 what preparations were required to facilitate
planning for concerted international action for the
period after the Development Decade and how such
planning "might best be co-ordinated with the na-

16 E S C (XXXIX), Annexes, a. i. 2, E/4071.
" E S C resolution 1089 (XXXIX).
18 G A resolution 2084 (XX).
" E S C resolution 1152 (XLI).

tional development programmes of the developing
countries", and invited the organizations of the
United Nations family concerned to keep under
critical scrutiny their programmes, practices and
procedures in the light of the long-term perspective
outlined in the resolution.
11. Noting General Assembly resolution 1515
(XV) on concerted action for economic development
of economically less developed countries, the Council,
at its thirty-first session, requested20 the Secre-
tary-General to transmit to all Member States and
members of the specialized agencies and of IAEA
a revised draft declaration on international economic
co-operation and relevant documentation for the
purpose of ascertaining their views. Subsequently,
it decided that a working group of twelve members
of the Council should be set up21 to consider the draft
declaration and to prepare for the Council a formu-
lation on that subject. The Council, at its thirty-
fifth session, and the General Assembly, at its
eighteenth session, took further steps towards ex-
pediting the work on the question of a draft decla-
ration.22

12. At its fourteenth session, the General As-
sembly, being "aware of the importance of inter-
national economic co-operation in the strengthening
of peaceful relations among nations", emphasized
the value of an increase in the international exchange
of scientific and technical experience which it re-
commended the Governments of Member States
to further and called especially upon "the economi-
cally and technically most advanced countries to
help and support the less developed countries in
acquiring scientific and technical knowledge". In
connexion with a survey requested23 earlier on "the
main trends of inquiry in the field of the natural
sciences and the dissemination and application for
peaceful ends of such scientific knowledge", the
General Assembly also requested the Secretary-
General to consider an expansion of international
contacts and an exchange of knowledge and experi-
ence in the field of applied science and technology,
and the adequacy within the United Nations frame-
work of existing machinery for technical co-oper-
ation and for the dissemination of scientific, technical
and industrial know-how.24 The Council arranged for
the dissemination of the survey referred to above
and for obtaining comments on it.25 At its fifteenth
session, the General Assembly asked the Council to
recommend concrete measures with respect to the
possibility of utilizing natural sciences for furthering
the economic progress and welfare of mankind and
recommended that the survey be as widely publicized

20 E S G resolution 812 (XXXI). See also Repertory Supple-
ment Mo. 2, vol. Ill, under Article 55, para. 8.

21 E S G resolution 875 (XXXII). See also E S C resolution
916 (XXXIV).

22 E S C resolution 939 (XXXV) and G A resolution 1942
(XVIII).

23 See Repertory Supplement No. 2, vol. Ill, under Article 55,
para. 9.

24 G A resolution 1429 (XIV).
28 E S C resolution 804 B (XXX). This survey was published

by the United Nations and UNESCO in 1961 under the title
"Current trends in Scientific Research".
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as possible.26 In response to this request, the Council
commended27 to the attention of the General As-
sembly the comments of the Working Group it had
established to consider the recommendations of the
survey together with the comments, invited the
Secretary-General and the Directors-General of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) and of IAEA to bring
the survey to the notice of scientific circles throughout
the world and arranged for submission of proposals
by the specialized agencies, and IAEA on how best
to implement the recommendations contained in the
survey.28 Further recommendations and requests
concerning the implementation of the survey's re-
commendations, the centralization and exchange
of information on research work and on bringing the
survey periodically up to date were made by the
Council at its thirty-fourth session.29

13. The Council, at its thirtieth session,30 re-
quested UNESCO to prepare a survey on the organ-
ization and functioning of abstracting services in
the various branches of science and technology as
a basis for possible subsequent action in this field.
At its thirty-sixth session, upon receipt of that survey,
the Council requested UNESCO to continue its work
for the development of scientific documentation at
the international level and called the attention of
States Members to the importance of developing
national or regional scientific documentation centres.31

14. Also at its thirty-sixth session, when the
Council considered the results of the United Nations
Conference on the Application of Science and Tech-
nology for the Benefit of the Less Developed Areas,
called for under its resolution 834 (XXXII), it re-
commended32 that the United Nations and the spe-
cialized agencies give high priority to the subject
of the Conference in their programmes. It decided,
in addition, to establish an advisory committee on
Ihc application of science and technology consisting
of fifteen members appointed by the Council on the
basis of their personal qualifications.33 The functions
of the committee were, inter alia, to keep under review
progress in the scientific and technological program-
mes and activities of the United Nations and related
agencies. The General Assembly, in its turn, re-
quested the Advisory Committee to examine the
possibility of establishing a programme on inter-
national co-operation in science and technology for
social and economic development to study the
problems of the developing countries.34 Acting upon
the proposals made by that Committee, both the
General Assembly and the Council made several
recommendations35 endorsing the views of the Advi-

26 G A resolution 1512 (XV).
27 E S C resolution 829 A (XXXII).
28 E S C (XXXII), 1159th mtg., para. 34.
29 E S C resolution 910 (XXXIV).
30 E S G resolution 804 A (XXX).
31 E S C resolution 980 B (XXXVI).
32 E S C resolution 980 A (XXXVI).
33 See this Supplement under Article 68.
34 G A resolution 1944 (XVIII).
35 E S C resolutions 1047 (XXXVII) and 1083 I (XXXIX),

and G A resolution 2082 (XX).

sory Committee concerning education, training and
research, requesting assistance from Governments
through increased contributions to (EPTA) and the
Special Fund, emphasizing the need to achieve
the greatest possible concentration of effort and
of available resources on problems of high priority
and supporting the proposals and suggestions of the
Advisory Committee36 to Governments and organ-
izations concerned on the manner of promoting
the application of science and technology.
15. The General Assembly, at its fourteenth
session, and subsequently the Economic and Social
Council, at its twenty-ninth session, decided37 to have
a study made of all opportunities for international
co-operation on behalf of the former Trust Terri-
tories which had become independent; at its thirtieth
session the Council stressed the need38 for providing
to newly emerging countries prompt and effective
assistance within the existing framework of the United
Nations and the specialized agencies.
16. The General Assembly designated 1965, the
twentieth year of the United Nations, as Inter-
national Co-operation Year and arranged for plan-
ning, organizing and preparing for suitable activities
during that year.39

2. DECISIONS WITH REGARD TO STANDARDS OF LIVING

17. Although the promotion of higher standards
of living continued to be the objective of many de-
cisions in the economic and social field made by the
General Assembly and the Economic and Social
Council in the period covered by this Supplement^
few of them dealt specifically with the question of
living standards. Among those should be mentioned
recommendations related to the standards of living
of rural populations,40 raising the standard of living
of families,41 provision of food surpluses to food-
deficient peoples42 and providing assistance to de-
velop natural energy resources for raising the
standard of living in the less developed countries.43

3. DECISIONS WITH REGARD TO FULL EMPLOYMENT
AND ECONOMIC STABILITY

18. At its thirty-second session, the Economic
and Social Council recommended44 that Govern-
ments of States Members of the United Nations or
members of the specialized agencies "should pursue
all appropriate economic and social measures to

36 The Advisory Committee recommended a "concerted
attack" on the improvement of food supplies, the improvement
of health, population problems, the development and use of
natural resources, industrialization, housing and urban prob-
lems, transportation and education ( E S C (XXXIX),
Suppl. no. 14).

37 G A resolution 1414 (XIV), and E S G resolution 752
(XXIX).

38 E S C resolution 768 (XXX).
39 G A resolutions 1844 (XVII) and 1907 (XVIII).
« E S C resolutions 830 I (XXXII) and 840 (XXXII).
41 E S C resolution 1086 G (XXXIX).
42 G A resolution 1496 (XV).
43 E S C resolution 877 (XXXIII).
" E S C resolution 835 (XXXII).
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achieve and maintain full employment", including
measures to reduce unemployment and under-
employment.
19. The Council made recommendations45 con-
cerning short-term appraisals of the world economic
situation and noted with approval the plans of the
Secretary-General in that connexion. Both the Coun-
cil and the General Assembly made recommendations
concerning the work by the Secretary-General and
the regional economic commissions in the field of
economic planning and economic and social pro-
jections, including preparation of long-term projec-
tions of world economic trends.46 The Secretary-
General was also requested47 by the General Assembly
to prepare a study clarifying the interrelationships
involved and exploring the various lines of approach
required to deal effectively with inflation in the de-
veloping countries. Noting the emphasis given to
the younger generation in programmes for the mo-
bilization of human resources to achieve the objec-
tives of the United Nations Development Decade,
the Council, inter alia, recommended48 that Govern-
ments consider as a matter of priority, appropriate
policies and measures for combating unemployment
and under-employment among young people.

4. DECISIONS WITH REGARD TO
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

20. The period under review was marked by the
consideration given and decisions taken by the Gen-
eral Assembly and the Economic and Social Council
towards promotion of the economic development of
the developing countries.49 At its thirtieth session,
the Council reiterated "the basic priority which it
assigns to the economic and social development of
the under-developed countries"50 and the General
Assembly, at its fifteenth session, reiterated that
a prime duty of the United Nations was to accelerate
the economic and social advancement of the less
developed countries.51 During the period, the United
Nations Development Decade was initiated,52 and
the United Nations Conference on Trade and De-
velopment (UNCTAD) and the United Nations
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)
were established by the General Assembly.53

a. Technical assistance for economic development of under-
developed countries

21. At the suggestion of the General Assembly,54

the Economic and Social Council decided to use the

« E S C resolution 776 (XXX).
46 See para. 37 below.
47 G A resolution 1830 (XVII).
48 E S C resolution 1086 J (XXXIX).
48 In this period, the expression "developing countries"

became more prevalent, although the terms "under-developed
countries" (see, for example, G A resolutions 1420 (XIV)
and 1425 (XIV)) and "less developed countries" (see, for
example, G A resolution 1421 (XIV)) were also used, especially
in the earlier part of the period covered by this Supplement.

50 E S C resolution 782 (XXX).
51 G A resolution 1515 (XV).
52 See paras. 6—10 above.
53 See paras. 66 and 38, respectively, below.
54 G A resolution 1383 B (XIV).

collective name of "United Nations Programmes of
Technical Co-operation" for the work of the United
Nations in the field of technical assistance, while
maintaining the established titles for the United
Nations regular programme of technical assistance
and the Expanded Programme of Technical As-
sistance (EPTA) as well as the organs related to-
them.55

22. During the period under review, the question
of technical assistance received continuing attention
from the General Assembly and the Economic and
Social Council. On several occasions the General
Assembly made appeals to Member States and mem-
bers of the specialized agencies and of IAEA to
contribute to the work of EPTA and the Special
Fund.56 The General Assembly also invited the econ-
omically developed States Members of the United
Nations and members of IAEA to increase their
contributions to the Operational Fund of IAEA,57

which was invited to develop its programme of techni-
cal assistance to help the less-developed countries in
the utilization of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes.
23. In 1960 the Council made several changes
in the technical assistance programmes: it revised
the timing of allocation authorizations,58 and local
costs arrangements,59 and decided to increase the
level of contingency authorizations for the year
I960.60 It also approved in principle the system of
project programming for the planning, approval
and implementation of EPTA activities61 and at its
thirty-second session it endorsed62 the detailed re-
commendations of the Technical Assistance Board
(TAB) for the application of project programming be-
ginning with the period 1961-1962. Among its fea-
tures, long-term projects, although prepared for their
entire duration, were to be approved by the Tech-
nical Assistance Committee (TAG) for a period not
exceeding four years; TAB was to exercise special
vigilance against the possibility of the programme lo-
sing flexibility; the two-year programming cycle was
to be extended on an experimental basis for the years
1963—1964; subsequently, it was extended for the
years 1965 —1966 ;63 the Executive Chairman's con-
tingency authority was to be approved, in the future,
by TAG for a full programming period and a pro-
vision of the 1954 resolution64 which had limited to
85 per cent the level below which the share of any
organization participating in the programme could
not fall from one year to the next, was rescinded..
The General Assembly, in confirming allocations
for 1963, also concurred in the action of TAC giving;

85 E S C resolution 806 (XXX).
66 See, for example, G A resolutions 1382 (XIV), 1383:

(XIV), 1529 (XV) and 1833 (XVII). See also E S C resolution.
1047 (XXXVII).

57 G A resolution 1531 (XV).
58 E S C resolution 785 (XXX).
59 E S C resolution 787 (XXX).
60 E S C resolution 788 (XXX).
61 E S C resolution 786 (XXX).
62 E S C resolution 854 (XXXII).
63 E S C resolution 949 (XXXVI). See also Repertory
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64 E S G resolution 542 B, II (XVIII).
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the Executive Chairman of TAB authority to make
changes in allocations to provide for the full utili-
zation of contributions to the Expanded Programme.65

The General Assembly also took action to enable the
Secretary-General to transfer funds within the
United Nations regular programmes for the purpose
of increasing funds for one or more fields of activities66

and the Council decided that,67 in keeping with
the preferences expressed by the developing coun-
tries, the programmes should be established on the
basis of priority procedures. The Council also took
steps towards co-ordination in the field through
a fuller use of resident representatives.68 It made
recommendations69 on their role in developing closer
co-operation among the various branches of the
United Nations system in individual countries and
on their use by the Governments concerned. Re-
commendations were also made concerning the re-
cruitment and prompt supply of technical assistance
personnel, including personnel from the developing
countries.70

24. At its eighteenth session, the General As-
sembly requested the Secretary-General to take steps
to establish the United Nations Training and Re-
search Institute (UNITAR) which was to be financed
by voluntary contributions, the frame of reference
of which would include training of personnel, par-
ticularly from the developing Member States, for
administrative and operational assignments with
the United Nations and the specialized agencies
and for national service, advanced training for
persons serving in such posts and research and sem-
inars on operations of the United Nations and the
specialized agencies.71 Subsequently, both the Ge-
neral Assembly and the Council expressed the hope
for an early start of the operations of (UNITAR)72

and appealed to Government and to private insti-
tutions for their financial support. At its 41st session
the Council, noting the promulgations of the Insti-
tute's statute by the Secretary-General, expressed
the hope that the members of the United Nations
family of organizations would make maximum use
of the Institute's facilities and emphasized the im-
portance of co-ordinating the programmes and
activities of the Institute with those of other bodies
within the United Nations system.73

25. During the period under review the Council
also initiated the work on the evaluation, on a con-
tinuing and systematic basis, of assistance program-
mes in terms of performance and results achieved.74

65 G A resolution 1835 (XVII).
86 G A resolution 1988 (XVIII).
67 E S G resolution 1008 (XXXVII).
" E S C resolution 795 (XXX).
" E S C resolution 856 (XXXII).
70 See, for example, G A resolution 1532 (XV), and E S C
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74 E S C resolution 903 (XXXIV), 1042 (XXXVII), 1092
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Such evaluation called for close co-operation between
the United Nations, the specialized agencies and
IAEA and the conducting of pilot evalution projects.
Member States as well as the United Nations family
of organizations were invited to strengthen their
own co-ordination and evaluation procedures and
they were requested to give careful consideration in
the preparation of future technical assistance projects
and programmes, to the Secretary-General's sug-
gestion at the 1373rd meeting of the Council "that
evaluation should gradually become an integral
part of United Nations operational activities".75

26. At its thirty-fourth session the Council
amended its resolution 222 (IX) to enable the Uni-
versal Postal Union (UPU) to participate in EPTA.76

27. At its thirty-second session, the Council
approved, on a limited and experimental basis, the
use of volunteer technical personnel in the technical
assistance activities carried out by the United Nations
and its related agencies and established the principles
governing the use and assignment of such volun-
teers.77

28. At its thirtieth session, the Council re-
commended that a high priority should be given by
the competent organs of the United Nations, the
specialized agencies and IAEA to programmes to
assist the under-developed countries in the training
of national cadres of specialists at all levels, par-
ticulary in the administrative and technical fields.78

At its thirty-fourth session, the Council emphasized
the need for assistance in the development of na-
tional civil service systems. It urged that enlarged
facilities be provided for the training of key ad-
ministrative personnel required in the developing
countries and made detailed recommendations con-
cerning such facilities and on the assistance activi-
ties in this field.79 With the objective of strengthen-
ing public administration in the developing coun-
tries, the Council considered that the efforts of the
United Nations and the specialized agencies should
be continued and developed through closer co-
ordination between them, the Governments and
intergovernmental and non-governmental organi-
zations concerned and that special attention should
be devoted, in the field of economic and social de-
velopment and planning, to aspects connected with
public administration, training of national admin-
istrative personnel, and establishing and strengthen-
ing administrative institutions at the central, regional
and local levels capable of dealing with development
needs.80

29. At its fourteenth session, the General As-
sembly resolved to continue in I96081 the experi-
mental programme for the provision of operational,
executive and administrative personnel (OPEX),82

75 E S C (XXXIX), 1373rd mtg., para. 10.
76 E S C resolution 902 (XXXIV).
77 E S C resolution 849 (XXXII).
78 E S C resolution 797 (XXX).
79 E S C resolution 907 (XXXIV).
80 E S C resolution 987 (XXXVI).
81 G A resolution 1385 (XIV).
82 See Repertory Supplement No. 2, vol. Ill, under Article 55,
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and, at its fifteenth session, upon the recommendation
of the Council,83 put OPEX on a continuing basis.84

The General Assembly also authorized the use of
funds from the Special Account of EPTA for the
provision of operational personnel by all participating
organizations on an experimental basis for the years
1964-1966.85

30. The General Assembly, at its twentieth
session, established a programme of assistance and
exchange in the field of international law86 to en-
courage and co-ordinate existing international law
programmes carried out by States and by organiza-
tions and institutions and to provide forms of direct
assistance and exchange, such as seminars, training
and refresher courses and fellowships. The programme
was to be financed from the regular budget of the
United Nations and by voluntary contributions;
the Secretary-General was authorized to initiate the
preparatory work and UNESCO was invited to
participate in the programme. It was also decided
to establish an Advisory Committee composed of ten
Member States.
31. At its twentieth session upon the recommen-
dation of the Council87 the General Assembly decided
to combine EPTA and the Special Fund in a pro-
gramme to be known as the United Nations De-
velopment Programme UNDP88 it being understood
that the special characteristics and operations of
the two programmes, as well as two separate funds,
were to be maintained and that contributions might
be pledged to the two programmes separately. The
General Assembly reaffirmed the principles, proce-
dures and provisions governing EPTA and the
Special Fund and declared that they would continue
to apply to UNDP; it resolved that an intergovern-
mental committee of thirty-seven members to be
known as the Governing Council of the United
Nations Development Programme would be estab-
lished to perform the functions of the Governing
Council of the Special Fund and of TAC. This new
body was also to provide general policy guidance and
direction for UNDP as a whole and for the United
Nations regular programmes of technical assistance,
and would report to the Economic and Social Coun-
cil. In place of TAB and of the Consultative Board
of the Special Fund, the General Assembly estab-
lished an advisory committee, the Inter-Agency
Consultative Board of the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme.
32. As in the past, the General Assembly and the
Council made recommendations89 on a number of
occasions on the provision of assistance for specific

83 E S G resolution 790 (XXX).
81 G A resolution 1530 (XV).
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(XVI), 1746 (XVI) and 1817 (XVII), and E S C resolution
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purposes, such as the development of manufacturing
industries in the developing countries and a special
training programme for South West Africans or
for spécifie countries such as newly independent
and emerging States.

b. Financing of economic development
of under-developed countries

33. Both the General Assembly and the Council
repeatedly emphasized the need for accelerating the
flow of capital and technical assistance to the de-
veloping countries.90 At its fifteenth session and sub-
sequently, the General Assembly expressed the hope
that the flow of international assistance and capital
would be increased substantially so as to reach, as
soon as possible, approximately one per cent of the
combined national incomes of the economically
advanced countries. The Council urged the develop-
ing countries to increase mobilization of their do-
mestic resources; it also urged the developed coun-
tries to reach and, if possible, to surpass by the end
of the United Nations Development Decade the
objective of supplying to developing countries exter-
nal resources equivalent to one per cent of their
national incomes. The Council urged that the Gov-
ernments of the developed countries give consid-
eration to making their lending terms substantially
more favourable to the developing countries by such
methods as indicated by the Council, and asked them
to review the problem of debt service in developing
countries;91 it also expressed the wish that UNCTAD
would continue giving attention to the problem of
financing economic development in developing
countries.92 The General Assembly recommended
that an appropriate part of capital and technical
assistance should be channelled through the United
Nations and the specialized agencies. The General
Assembly and the Council requested the Secretary-
General to submit further reports on the subject of
the international flow of capital to developing
countries and to pursue studies in this field.93

34. As to the question of creating new forms of
international financing to accelerate the development
of under-developed countries, the General Assembly
welcomed the decision of the Board of Governors
of the International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (IBRD) to establish an International
Development Association (IDA) as an affiliate of the
Bank and expressed the hope that provisions would
be adopted for a close working relationship and
effective co-ordination and consultation between
IDA and the United Nations.94

35. Again, on the question of financing the de-
velopment of under-developed countries the General

90 G A resolutions 1522 (XV), 1711 (XVI), 1938 (XVIII),
2088 (XX); and E S C resolutions 1088 A (XXXIX), 1089
(XXXIX) and 1183 (XLI).

91 See also G A resolution 2088 (XX).
92 E S C resolution 1183 (XLI). Subsequently, the General

Assembly endorsed that resolution on the flow of external
resources to the developing countries, quoting it in full in its own
resolution 2170 (XXI).

93 E S C resolutions 780 (XXX), 836 (XXXII), 922
(XXXIV), 923 (XXXIV), 1088 B (XXXIX) and 1184
(XLI); and G A resolutions 1523 (XV) and 1938 (XVIII).

94 G A resolution 1420 (XIV).
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Assembly asked Governments to give serious con-
sideration to the recommendations of UNCTAD
on the measures and actions to be taken for the
promotion of private foreign investment in develop-
ing countries;95 it also made recommendations to
all Member States on financing the economic de-
velopment of less developed countries through long-
term loans and in other advantageous ways, and
called upon Governments of Member States to
encourage the development and the diversification
of the economies of the less developed countries so
as to increase their share in world production and
world trade.96 The Assembly also invited Govern-
ments of Member States to consider the advantages
of using and encouraging industrial development
banks and development corporations for accelerating
economic development.97

36. The General Assembly continued consid-
eration of the question of the establishment of
a United Nations capital development fund. Re-
commendations on its early establishment were made
by the General Assembly at its fourteenth session98

and, at its fifteenth session, it decided that in principle
a United Nations capital development fund should
be established99 and resolved that a committee of
twenty-five representatives of Member States, to be
designated by the President of the General Assembly,
should consider all concrete preparatory measures
and submit its recommendations and the draft
resolution to the Council. At its sixteenth session,
the General Assembly extended the mandate of the
Committee and instructed it to prepare the draft
statute for such a fund.100 The Council, at its thirty-
fourth session, transmitted the draft statute pre-
pared by the Committee to the General Assembly101

and urged economically advanced countries to re-
consider their position concerning such a fund. The
General Assembly endorsed this appeal, requested
the Secretary-General to transmit the draft statute
to Governments for comments, gave further in-
structions to the Committee and extended its man-
date.102 The Committee's mandate was again ex-
tended by the General Assembly, at its eighteenth
session, so that it could fulfil its task and consider and
make recommendations to the General Assembly
on a study, which the Secretary-General was re-
quested to prepare103 on practical steps to transform
the Special Fund into a capital development fund
in such a way as to include both pre-investment and
investment activities. At its twentieth session, the
General Assembly again advocated establishment of
a United Nations capital development fund; it
requested the Governing Council of UNDP to
consider the ways and means of implementing the

85 G A resolution 2087 (XX).
96 G A resolution 1524 (XV).
97 G A resolution 1427 (XIV).
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recommendation of UNCTAD on gradual transfor-
mation of the United Nations Special Fund ; it again
extended the mandate of the Committee on a United
Nations Capital Development Fund and gave it
additional instructions on its work.104

c. Other aspects of economic development

37. Recommendations were made by the Gen-
eral Assembly concerning the interrelationship of
the economic and social factors in economic de-
velopment.105 The General Assembly also requested
the Secretary-General to arrange for a preliminary
investigation into the methods and techniques to be
employed in carrying out a comprehensive, co-
ordinated and continuing study of the economic de-
velopment problems of the world related to resources,
requirements and production methods.106 The related
question of projections in economic and social fields
received continued attention during the period under
review.107 The Council and the General Assembly
requested that further work and studies be undertaken
by the Secretary-General and by the regional econ-
omic commissions in the field of economic planning
and projections, including medium- and long-term
projections.108 Governments were urged to co-operate
and assist the Secretary-General in this work. The
Secretary-General was requested by the General
Assembly to establish an Economic Projections and
Programming Centre with sub-centres in the re-
gional economic commissions or institutes of econ-
omic development and planning in order to inten-
sify activities in the field of economic planning and
projections, to prepare long-term projections of
world economic trends in order to facilitate the for-
mulation of national economic plans and also to
provide studies of planning techniques under various
economic and social systems.109

38. At its twentieth session, in 1965, the General
Assembly established within the United Nations an
autonomous organization for the promotion of
industrial development, to be known as the United
Nations Organization for Industrial Development,
with the Industrial Development Board as its prin-
cipal organ and headed by an Executive Director
appointed by the Secretary-General.110 An Ad Hoc
Committee, consisting of Members of the United
Nations and members of the specialized agencies
and of IAEA, was set up by the General Assembly
to prepare operating procedures and administrative
arrangements.
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39. The need for changes in the then existing
United Nations machinery so as to provide an
organization capable of intensifying, concentrating
and expediting United Nations efforts for industrial
development had been considered repeatedly by the
General Assembly and the Council.111 Upon the
recommendation of the General Assembly, the
Council established in 1960 a Committee for In-
dustrial Development to advise the Council in the
matters related to the acceleration by less industrial-
ized countries of their industrial development and to
make recommendations, propose and encourage
studies and seminars and promote information re-
levant to industrialization.112 Both the Council and
the General Assembly made recommendations to
that Committee on specific activities which it should
undertake.113 The Council also made specific re-
commendations to the General Assembly on estab-
lishing a new organization on industrial development
within the framework of the United Nations family.114

40. The General Assembly and the Council re-
peatedly stressed the need for accelerating the
industrial development of underdeveloped countries115

and, beginning with the sixteenth session, the General
Assembly decided to include in its provisional agenda
an item entitled "Industrial development and
activities of the organs of the United Nations in the
field of industrialization".116

41. Arrangements were made by the Economic
and Social Council for the holding of international
and regional symposia on industrial development;
the former was held in 1967.117

42. Recommendations were made by the General
Assembly and the Economic and Social Council
concerning the role of the United Nations in training
national technical personnel for the accelerated
industrialization of the developing countries.118 Both
the developing and the developed countries, as well
as the appropriate international agencies were in-
vited by the Council119 to give attention to the
establishment of export-oriented industries in the
developing countries. The question of the transfer of
industrial technology to developing countries and,
in particular, the role of patents in this transfer,
was the subject of several recommendations of the
General Assembly and the Council, including re-

111 See, for example, G A resolutions 1431 (XIV), 1712
(XVI), 1821 (XVII) and 1940 (XVIII); and E S C resolutions
751 (XXIX), 873 (XXXIII), 969 (XXXVI) and 1030
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quests for studies by the Secretary-General.120 During
the period under review, the General Assembly also
recommended that the industrially developed and
the economically less developed countries should
encourage the export of machinery and industrial
equipment to the less developed countries by means
of fully negotiated credit arrangements.121 The
Council stressed the urgency of United Nations
assistance in introducing standardization into the
industrial development of the developing countries,
including the establishment of national standardi-
zation services;122 it made recommendations on the
production of fertilizers by the developing countries123

and stressed the need for an increased share of tech-
nical assistance from the United Nations programmes
and EPTA for the manufacturing industry in de-
veloping countries.124

43. At its fourteenth session, the General As-
sembly declared that it would continue to support
the programmes of agrarian reform which Member
States were carrying out in conformity with the
Charter and the resolutions of the General Assembly
and the Economic and Social Council. It made re-
commendations to Member States and to several
specific specialized agencies on the subject of land
reform, including financial and technical assistance
in that field. It also arranged for consideration in
1962 of the reports which it requested from the Secre-
tary-General on the best ways for increasingly
effective support by the United Nations to the land
reform programmes of its Members and on the re-
sults of these programmes.125

44. At its fifteenth session, the General Assembly
recommended that the Secretary-General, in co-
operation with the Director-General of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO) and other specialized agencies concerned,
should continue to study the progress made in land
reform and submit to the Council every three years
a comprehensive analytical survey, the first of which
was to be submitted in 1962 in accordance with the
previous decisions of the General Assembly and
the Council. The General Assembly stated that it
deemed it convenient that the question of land reform
should continue to be considered by the Council in
collaboration with FAO and the other agencies
concerned.126 The third report on progress in land
reform, submitted by the Secretary-General under
Council resolution 712 (XXVII) and General
Assembly resolution 1426 (XIV), was considered in
1962 both by the Council and the General Assembly.
The Council recommended that Member States
establish appropriate national services for evaluating
progress and economic and social effects of reforms,
support the establishment of regional agrarian re-

120 G A resolutions 1713 (XVI), 1935 (XVIII) and 2091
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search and training institutes and take steps to link
land reform measures with community development
and other rural development programmes. The
General Assembly endorsed the Council's decisions;
it drew attention to the importance of implementing
land reform in conjunction with adequate measures
of community development and requested that in
providing technical assistance high priority be
assigned to the activities which facilitated the exe-
cution of land reform plans.127 Both the Council
and the General Assembly again took up the question
of land reform in 1963. The Council called the atten-
tion of Member States to the importance of the vari-
ous activities needed for comprehensive land reform
programmes; it recommended using joint arrange-
ments of field activities by the United Nations,
FAO and other agencies concerned, and giving due
prionty to studies and accelerated research in the
field of land reform.128 The General Assembly
considered the means of promoting agrarian reform,129

particularly through technical, financial and other
appropriate aid. It declared that the United Nations
should make a maximum concerted effort to facilitate
effective, democratic and peaceful land reform in
the developing countries. In 1965, the Council,
taking note of the fourth report on the progress of
land reform, invited participating Governments to
contribute to the success of the World Land Reform
Conference to be convened in 1966.130 It made spe-
cific recommendations to Governments concerning,
inter alia, measures for the rapid implementation of
land reform in the interest of landless and small
peasants and agricultural hired labourers, and meas-
ures for adjusting farm structure to technological
progress, while giving attention to agricultural
taxation and supporting services to cultivators. Re-
commendations on specific studies and research were
also made to the Secretary-General, FAO and the
specialized agencies concerned.131 At one of its
earlier sessions during the period under review, the
Council had invited Member States to give appro-
priate support to the development of co-operatives
among farmers ; it had requested them also to supply
the latest information on their experience of the co-
operative movement in agriculture and had invited
the Secretary-General in his reports on land reform
to give special attention to the development of co-
operatives.132

d. Regional economic development

45. The General Assembly, at its fourteenth
session, expressed the hope that the Latin American
common market would be established in such a way
as to help to expand and diversify trade among the
Latin American countries and between them and
other regions of the world and to accelerate their
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economic development and recommended that the
Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLA)
should continue to assign high priority to this
matter.133

46. In connexion with concerted practical action
in the social field, the Council requested the Secre-
tary-General, to prepare a draft programme of
research and training on regional development134

and to make the necessary arrangements for consul-
tations with interested countries.135 The General
Assembly noted with approval the decision of the
Economic and Social Council to amend the terms
of reference of the Economic Commission for Asia
and the Far East (ECAFE) and the Economic Com-
mission for Latin America (ECLA) to include the
social aspects of economic development and the
interrelationship of the economic and social factors.136

47. At its sixteenth session,137 the General As-
sembly made recommendations to Governments
on the establishment of economic development and
planning institutes, to be closely linked to the res-
pective regional economic commissions and to the
Special Fund to give consideration to the establish-
ment of such institutes.
48. The Economic and Social Council, at its
twenty-ninth session,138 expressed the hope that
additional funds would be made available to EPTA
and the Special Fund in 1961 and following years
to permit greater assistance in Africa to former Trust
Territories and other newly independent States.
The General Assembly, with respect to the economic
development of Africa, urged the establishment,
within the Economic Commission for Africa (EGA),
of a programming institution and requested the
Secretary-General to lend full support to the estab-
lishment of an African institute of economic develop-
ment and planning under the auspices of EGA;
it requested the latter to convene a meeting of African
countries "to examine their policies on international
trade and to work out immediate and common so-
lutions concerning the disposal of their principal
products on external markets". EGA was also asked
to undertake studies related to trade and financing
economic development of Africa. The Assembly also
urged the establishment of regional economic de-
velopment banks for Africa.139 During the period
under review, steps were taken by the Council
towards the establishment of an African development
bank.140

49. The Council, at its thirty-fourth session, ex-
pressed the wish that additional experts should be
stationed in the regional economic commissions
as part of the future United Nations Advisory Ser-

133 G A resolution 1430 (XIV).
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vice in the industrial field141 and, at its thirty-ninth
session,142 declared it necessary to pay particular
attention, in those areas interested in regional inte-
gration, to the various aspects of integrated and
co-ordinated subregional and regional industrial
development.
50. The Council and the General Assembly drew
the attention of Governments to the advantage of
fully using the facilities and services of the regional
economic commissions143 and invited their support;
and requested the Secretary-General to take steps
towards decentralization of the United Nations econ-
omic and social activities and strengthening the
regional commissions.144 The Secretary-General was
invited by the Council to explore ways and means of
expanding the economic and social activities of the
United Nations Office in Beirut.145 Reflecting the
policy of decentralization, the Council, on several
occasions, requested the Secretary-General to un-
dertake spécifie activities which would involve the
regional economic commissions, for example, in
reviewing the basic aspects of economic and social
consequences of disarmament146 or calling for co-
operation of the commissions in the various activities
related to the United Nations Development Decade
and UNCTAD.147

5. DECISIONS WITH REGARD TO NATURAL RESOURCES

51. At its thirty-seventh session, the Council
stressed the importance of the development and
utilization of natural resources for the over-all econ-
omic development of developing countries and rec-
ommended that due priority be given to programmes
having direct impact on their economic de-
velopment.148 At its fortieth and forty-first sessions,
it welcomed the long-range programme submitted
by the Secretary-General which was designed as
an important contribution to the second half of the
United Nations Development Decade through the
development of non-agricultural resources, with a view
to strengthening the economic basis and economic
independence of the developing countries and it
requested the Secretary-General to undertake vari-
ous consultations and activities in connexion with
the proposed programme.149

52. The Council considered it necessary that
United Nations activities in the field of natural
energy resources should be concentrated mainly on
providing assistance to less developed countries in
developing those sources of energy which are of
major importance for their development, including
industrialization, and for the raising of the standard
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142 E S C resolution 1081 A (XXXIX).
143 E S C resolution 793 (XXX) and G A resolution 1518

(XV).
144 Ibid. See also E S C resolution 823 (XXXII), and G A

resolutions 1709 (XVI), 1823 (XVII) and 1941 (XVIII).
145 E S C resolution 955 (XXXVI).
146 E S C resolution 891 (XXXIV).
147 E S C resolutions 916 (XXXIV) and 917 (XXXIV).
148 E S C resolution 1033 (XXXVII).
149 E S C resolutions 1113 (XL) and 1127 (XLI).

of living of their populations. It requested the Sec-
retary-General to prepare on a biennial basis
reports similar to his report on work being done
in the field of non-agricultural resources.150 The
Technical Assistance Committee and the Governing
Council of the Special Fund were requested to
continue to give due emphasis to technical assistance
programmes and projects in that field.151

53. During the period under review, arrange-
ments for the United Nations Conference on New
Sources of Energy were approved by the Council16*
and, subsequently, the Secretary-General was re-
quested by the Council to arrange for a widespread
dissemination of the report of that Conference.153

The Council also invited the Secretary-General to
examine methods of co-ordinating and facilitating
research into new sources of energy and their ap-
plications, particularly solar energy, wind power and
geothermal energy, and to report to the Council.
At its thirty-seventh session, the Council requested
the Secretary-General to prepare periodic reports
on new sources of energy and to continue to en-
courage studies on wind power; it endorsed his
recommendations on future activities and urged
Member States to facilitate the exchange of in-
formation and the extension of assistance in that
field.154

54. The Council also made a series of recom-
mendations on water resources development.155

It reaffirmed its support of the Water Resources
Development Centre established within the Sec-
retariat.156 It approved the report and recommenda-
tions on proposals for a priority programme of co-
ordinated action157 in the field of water resources-
within the framework of the United Nations Devel-
opment Decade, as prepared by the Centre and
submitted to the Council by the Secretary-General.
Member States were invited to give due consideration
to the importance of more adequate development of
water resources in Government requests for technical
and Special Fund assistance. Among recommenda-
tions made by the Council at its thirty-seventh
session, the Secretary-General was called upon to
develop, by means of new arrangements, more
effective co-ordination with the specialized agencies
and IAEA.
55. Another question considered by the Council
in the field of natural resources development was
that of water desalination. It made recommendations
to the Secretary-General on promoting activities in

150 E S C resolution 877 (XXXIII).
151 E S C resolution 1033 C (XXXVII).
152 E S C resolution 779 (XXX). See also Repertory Supple-

ment No. 2, vol. Ill, under Article 55, para. 42.
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154 E S C resolution 1033 B (XXXVII).
156 E S C resolutions 876 (XXXIII), 978 (XXXVI) and

1033 D (XXXVII).
166 See Repertory Supplement jVb. 2, vol. Ill, under Article 55^

para. 43.
157 See also E S C resolution 759 (XXIX) in which the

Council recommended that the Centre give attention to the
development of standards and criteria for the formulation and
study of water resources projects.
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that field158 and, at its thirty-ninth session, drew the
attention of Member States to the report on the
subject prepared by the Secretary-General;159 it
requested him (a) to intensify the role of the Sec-
retariat as a clearing-house for the exchange of
information and as a focal point for co-operation;
(b] to survey and compile a report on studies and
projects undertaken in the Member States and (c)
to explore possibilities for accelerating progress.
At its fortieth session,160 the Council approved the
work programme on water desalination proposed by
the Secretary-General and requested that further
steps be taken by him, including periodic reports on
developments relating to desalination.
56. Also at its fortieth session, the Council
requested the Secretary-General, in co-operation
with the Advisory Committee on the Application of
Science and Technology to Development, the special-
ized agencies and interested Member States,161 to
make a survey, along the lines indicated in the
resolution, of the present state of knowledge of the
mineral and food resources of the sea beyond the
continental shelf.
57. The Council, at its twenty-ninth session,
and the General Assembly, at its fourteenth session,
made recommendations concerning possibilities of
assistance and international co-operation in the
development of petroleum resources in the under-
developed countries.162

58. The General Assembly, at its seventeenth
session, bearing in mind its resolution 1515 (XV)
in which it recommended that the sovereign right
of every State to dispose of its wealth and its natural
resources should be respected, made a declaration163

on permanent sovereignty over natural resources.
It dealt with exploration, development and disposi-
tion of natural resources ; the import of foreign capi-
tal and its earnings; nationalization, expropriation
or requisitioning and foreign investment agreements.
It was also stated in the declaration that international
co-operation for the economic development of
developing countries should be such as to further
their independent national development and should
be based upon respect for their sovereignty over their
natural wealth and resources and that violation of
the rights of peoples and nations to this sovereignty
was contrary to the spirit and principles of the Char-
ter of the United Nations. The General Assembly
requested the Secretary-General to continue the
study of the various aspects of the matter.

6. DECISIONS WITH REGARD TO THE
WORLD SUPPLY OF FOOD

59. At its sixteenth session, the General Assembly

158 E S C resolution 1033 A (XXXVII).
159 E S C resolution 1069 (XXXIX).
160 E S C resolution 1114 (XL).
161 E S C resolution 1112 (XL).
182 E S C resolution 758 (XXIX) and G A resolution 1425

(XIV).
163 G A resolution 1803 (XVII). See also Repertory, vol. Ill,

under Article 55, para. 38, Supplement No. 1, vol. I, under
Article 55, para. 25, and para. 136 below.

approved164 the establishment of an experimental
World Food Programme to be undertaken jointly
by the United Nations and the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO)165 in
co-operation with other interested United Nations
agencies and intergovernmental bodies. It accepted
and endorsed the purposes, principles and pro-
cedures formulated in the first part of the resolution
adopted by the Conference of FAO166 which provided,
inter alia, that projects should be undertaken only
in response to requests from the recipient country
or countries concerned and that attention should
be paid to (a) establishing procedures on a world
basis for meeting emergency food needs and emer-
gencies inherent in chronic malnutrition, (b) assisting
in pre-school and school feeding and (c} implementing
pilot projects, with the multilateral use of food as
an aid to economic and social development, par-
ticularly when related to labour-intensive projects
and rural welfare.167 Originally established for three
years, the programme was extended, upon the re-
commendation of the Council,168 by the General
Assembly at its twentieth session169 on a continuing
basis "for as long as multilateral food aid is found
feasible and desirable".
60. Preceding the establishment of the pro-
gramme, the General Assembly, at its fifteenth
session,170 had expressed the belief that international
assistance in the establishment of national food
reserves in food-deficient countries was desirable
and had invited FAO to establish procedures and
make a study related to the mobilization and dis-
tribution of available surplus foodstuffs, while the
Secretary-General was requested to study the role
which the United Nations and the specialized
agencies could play in order to facilitate the best
possible use of food surpluses. Recommendations on
developing proposals on the provision of food sur-
pluses to food-deficient peoples were also made by
the Council.171

61. Financially, the scope of the World Food
Programme (WFP) was initially set at $100 million
for three years, with contributions on a voluntary
basis. Subsequently, a target for voluntary contri-
butions of $275 million for the three-year period
1966—1968 was established when the programme
was extended. During the period under review, both
the General Assembly and the Council on several
occasions urged all member countries to support
the World Food Programme.172 When approving

164 G A resolution 1714 (XVI) of 19 December 1961. See
also this Supplement, under Articles 22 and 68, para. 5.

165 The Conference of F A O established this programme on
24 November 1961.

166 Part 1 of the resolution of that Conference is annexed
to G A resolution 1714 (XVI).

167 In connexion with the last two points, see, as an example,
G A resolution 1933 (XVIII) on literacy campaigns and the
supply of food.
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the establishment of the Programme by resolution
1714 (XVI), the General Assembly specifically
approved the establishment of a United Nations/FAO
Inter-Governmental Committee of twenty States
Members of the United Nations and members of
FAO, later enlarged to twenty-four,173 to provide
guidance on policy, administration and operations,
and of a joint United Nations/FAO administrative
unit. The United Nations/FAO Inter-Governmental
Committee was requested to report annually to the
Economic and Social Council and to the Council of
FAO.
62. The General Assembly also requested the
Secretary-General, in close co-operation with the
Director-General of FAO and with interested groups
and agencies, to undertake expert studies which
would aid in the consideration of the future develop-
ment of multilateral food programmes and in the
expansion of WFP. At its twentieth session, the
General Assembly requested the Secretary-General,
in co-operation with the Director-General of FAO
and in consultation with the executive heads of
other interested international organizations and
programmes, to examine, with a view to suggesting
various alternative types of action and in connexion
with the United Nations Development Decade, "the
means and policies which would be required for
large-scale international action of a multilateral
character, under the auspices of the United Nations
system, for combating hunger effectively".174

7. DECISIONS WITH REGARD TO INTERNATIONAL TRADE
AND FINANCE175

63. The General Assembly and the Economic
and Social Council continued to give attention to the
question of international trade and finance and
stabilization of commodity markets. Recommenda-
tions were made on improving the trade conditions
of the economically less developed countries and on
promoting mutually beneficial trade between all
States, regardless of their economic systems.176 The
General Assembly requested that relevant studies
be made in this field.177 International trade was
considered by the General Assembly as the primary
instrument for economic development and, in a
series of specific recommendations to the developed
countries, it stressed the interests of the developing
and under-developed countries; and, in particular,
urged the developed countries to extend to the
developing countries various trade advantages without
necessarily requiring full reciprocity.178

64. The question of trade in primary commodities
was the subject of repeated consideration by the

173 G A resolution 1914 (XVIII).
174 G A resolution 2096 (XX). The Economic and Social

Council in its resolution 1149 (XLI) recommended to the
General Assembly the adoption of the draft resolution on the
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directives to the Secretary-General on the study requested by
the General Assembly.
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177 See, for example, G A resolution 1519 (XV).
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General Assembly and the Council. Referring to the
responsibilities laid upon Member States, inter alia, by
Article 55, the General Assembly, at its fourteenth
session,179 dealt with the question of international
measures to assist in offsetting fluctuations in com-
modity prices, and urged the abolition of practices
prejudicial to the sound development of international
commodity trade. At its fifteenth session, the General
Assembly recommended that Member States and the
international organs concerned should endeavour to
eliminate excessive fluctuations in primary com-
modity trade and restrictive practices or measures
which have unfavourable repercussions on the trade
of countries dependent on the export of a small
range of primary products, and that regional econ-
omic groupings should be designed to offer the
opportunities of an expanding market to all trading
nations. Recommendations were also made on par-
ticipation in, or negotiation of, international com-
modity agreements or participation in international
study groups.180 The General Assembly, considering
that the terms of trade between the industrial and
the under-developed countries had been deteriorat-
ing, recommended that the Council and the Com-
mission on International Commodity Trade intensify
the study of measures to extend and improve markets
for the sale of primary commodities.181 The Council,
in its arrangements for studies and reports on inter-
national commodity problems,182 paid particular
attention to the questions of compensatory financing
and of solving the long-term trade problems of
countries producing primary commodities183 and to
financial measures required to offset fluctuations in
commodity export earnings. The Council also made
recommendations on promoting agricultural policies
beneficial to expanding world trade in agricultural
products and on liberalizing barriers to trade that
might limit consumption of agricultural commodities
from "under-developed or other developing coun-
tries".184 The General Assembly, at its seventeenth
session, expressed the hope that all Member States
and members of the specialized agencies would
participate in the International Coffee Agreement,
1962,185 which was approved at the United Nations
Conference on Coffee.
65. At its thirty-fourth session, the Economic
and Social Council resolved to convene a United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development
and made the necessary preliminary arrangements
for that purpose.186 The General Assembly endorsed
the decision of the Council and made recommenda-

179 G A resolutions 1421 (XIV), 1422 (XIV) and 1423
(XIV).

180 G A resolution 1515 (XV). See also G A resolution 1707
(XVI).
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tions concerning the conference,187 which was held
in 1964. At its eighteenth session, the General As-
sembly welcomed188 the Joint Declaration of the
Developing Countries with regard to the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development.
66. At its nineteenth session,189 the General
Assembly established the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) as an organ
of the General Assembly, the principal functions of
which were the following: to promote international
trade, especially with a view to accelerating econ-
omic development; to formulate principles and
policies on international trade and related problems
of economic development; to make proposals for
putting these principles and policies into effect;
generally, to review and facilitate the co-ordination
of activities of other institutions within the United
Nations system in the field of international trade
and related problems of economic development; to
initiate action for the negotiation and adoption of
multilateral legal instruments in the field of trade;
to be available as a centre for harmonizing the trade
and related development policies of Governments
and regional economic groupings and to deal with
any other matter within the scope of its competence.
By the same resolution, the General Assembly
established a Trade and Development Board as a
permanent organ of the Conference, to consist of
fifty-five members elected by the Conference from
among its membership. The Board was to establish
subsidiary organs as necessary and, in particular,
a committee on commodities, a committee on manu-
factures and a committee on invisibles and financ-
ing related to trade. The committee on commodities
would, among other things, carry out the functions
performed by the Commission on International
Commodity Trade and the Interim Co-ordination
Committee for International Commodity Arrange-
ments, the latter being maintained as an advisory
body of the Board.190 The General Assembly further
decided that the secretariat of UNCTAD should be
established within the United Nations Secretariat
and headed by the Secretary-General of the Con-
ference, who would be appointed by the Secretary-
General of the United Nations and confirmed by the
Assembly. Further recommendations were made by
the General Assembly at its twentieth session when
it took note of the Final Act and Report of UNCTAD
and decided that its second session should be convened
in the first half of 1967. The General Assembly, inter
alia, expressed serious concern at the lack of progress
in solving the substantive problems with which the
Conference was faced, and reaffirmed the continuing
and urgent need for Member States to take full
account of the needs of the developing countries and
the need for prompt, decisive and concrete measures
to solve the problems; called upon the States members
of the Conference to take action towards implement-
ing the recommendations of the Conference ; invited

187 G A resolution 1785 (XVII).
188 G A resolution 1897 (XVIII).
189 G A resolution 1995 (XIX). See also this Supplement

under Article 22.
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under Article 68, para. 44.

the members of the United Nations family of organi-
zations and the other international bodies concerned
to take into account the recommendation of the
Conference ; and invited the Trade and Development
Board to accord particular attention to the problems
of trade in primary commodities which require most
urgent action.191

67. The General Assembly, at its nineteenth
session, approved the convening of the Conference
of Plenipotentiaries for the adoption of the draft
Convention on Transit Trade of Land-locked Coun-
tries192 and, at its twentieth session, it requested that
the Convention should be signed by 31 December
1965 and ratified or acceded to as soon as possible.
It also reaffirmed193 the eight principles relating to
transit trade of land-locked countries, adopted by
UNCTAD at its first session in 1964.

**8. DECISIONS WITH REGARD TO FISCAL MATTERS

9. DECISIONS WITH REGARD TO TRANSPORT AND
COMMUNICATIONS

68. The United Nations Conference on Inter-
national Travel and Tourism was called by the
Council during the period under review194 and,
following that Conference, the Council made several
recommendations on the development of tourism.195

At its fortieth session, it recommended that the
General Assembly designate the year 1967 as "Inter-
national Tourism Year".196 On several occasions
the Council requested the Secretary-General to carry
out various activities relating to the transport of
dangerous goods, including amendments of the
earlier recommendations on this subject.197 The
Council also requested the Secretary-General to
draft revisions of the 1949 Convention on Road
Traffic and of the 1949 Protocol on Road Signs and
Signals and decided that an international conference
of States on this subject should be convened in 1968
and specified the necessary arrangements for that
purpose.198 Recommendations were also made by
the Council to the Secretary-General concerning
studies, seminars and co-ordination of activities in
the field of transport199 and to the United Nations
bodies, the specialized agencies concerned and, the
International Union of Official Travel Organizations
on studies and technical and financial assistance to
the developing countries for the development of
their tourist resources.200
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**10. DECISIONS WITH REGARD TO STATISTICS

11. DECISIONS WITH REGARD TO SOCIAL POLICY AND
DEVELOPMENTS IN GENERAL

69. Resolutions were adopted by the Council
and the General Assembly recommending that
special attention be paid to the question of balanced
economic and social development, and emphasizing
the desirability of extended study of this question.201

Appeals were also made by the Council202 to the
industrialized and developing countries to intensify
their joint efforts to accelerate industrial and agri-
cultural development essential for social progress.
70. To fulfil the objectives of the United Nations
Development Decade, the General Assembly con-
sidered that the carrying out of social programmes
should be accelerated and should complement
economic programmes within an integrated socio-
economic development; to that end it made several
recommendations on practical measures that should
be taken in the social field, such as the preparation
by the Secretary-General of a draft programme of
social development for the second half of the Dec-
ade ; the setting up by the Governments of develop-
ing countries of specific targets to be achieved during
that period in the major social sectors; and provision
by the competent bodies of the United Nations of
assistance for the training abroad of national cadres.203

Further recommendations on preparation of a draft,
long-range social programme of the United Nations
were made by the General Assembly at its twentieth
session, when it decided204 to consider at its twenty-
first session the question of preparing a declaration
on social development. Also at its twentieth session,
the General Assembly addressed itself to the problem
of the development and utilization of human resources
and arranged for its consideration by the Economic
and Social Council.205

71. At its thirty-second session, the Council
decided that, beginning in 1963, a report on the
world social situation should be issued biennially,
covering in alternate editions, social conditions and
social programmes, on the one hand, and selected,
urgent, comprehensive social problems, on the other;
it also recommended that the 1961 report, dealing
with the problem of balanced social and economic
development, be referred to Member States.206

72. The application of educational planning
principles and techniques to the formulation and
execution of educational policy, with recommenda-
tions to Governments, the United Nations and other
United Nations organizations and institutes in the
field of education, was dealt with by the Economic
and Social Council at its thirty-sixth session.207

201 E S C resolution 830 H (XXXII) and 903 B (XXXIV) ;
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12. DECISIONS WITH REGARD TO TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
IN THE SOCIAL FIELD

73. At its thirty-second session, the Council
recommended that evaluation should be a permanent
feature of technical co-operation programmes in the
social field, and that a report should be submitted
to the Social Commission every two years. Having
reviewed the observations of the Social Com-
mission on the report on the evaluation of selected
aspects of United Nations technical assistance ac-
tivities in the social field, it made recommendations,
inter alia, on the need for greater concentration and
integration of technical assistance in the economic
and social fields, improved methods of planning and
co-ordination, technical assistance missions and
continuance of the fellowship programme. It also
requested the appropriate authorities to keep under
review the resources available under the Advisory
Social Welfare Services Programme in relation to the
urgent needs of the greater number of countries.208

At its thirty-sixth session, the Council urged the
General Assembly to give due consideration to those
needs.209 The Council supported the view of the
Social Commission that these services were the
principal instrument of the United Nations for
putting its social policy into effect and achieving its
social objectives. The Council also invited210 all the
international organizations taking part in technical
assistance to take account in their programmes of
the importance of developing human resources.

13. DECISIONS WITH REGARD TO POPULATION MATTERS

74. The second World Population Conference
was held in Belgrade in August-September 1965 in
close collaboration with the International Union for
the Scientific Study of Population and interested
specialized agencies.211 The Conference was devoted
to the exchange of ideas and experience on population
matters among experts in the relevant fields, with
emphasis on the interrelationship of population
growth and economic and social development.
75. In connexion with the 1960 World Population
Census Programme, the Council made recommenda-
tions both to Member States and to the Secretary-
General concerning international co-operation in
evaluation, analysis and utilization of population
census results and related data, especially in the less
developed countries.212 The Council at its thirty-
ninth session also made recommendations concerning
preparations for the 1970 World Population and
Housing Census Programmes.213

76. Both the General Assembly and the Council
made various recommendations on intensifying study
and research on the interrelationship of population
growth and social and economic development, with
particular reference to the developing countries.

208 E S G resolution 830 E (XXXII).
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The General Assembly, inter alia, requested the Sec-
retary-General to conduct an inquiry among
Member States and members of the specialized
agencies concerning the particular problems con-
fronting them as a result of the reciprocal action
of economic development and population changes
and indicated the related activities to be undertaken
by the Council and the Population Commission.
It endorsed the view of the Population Commission
that the United Nations should encourage and assist
Governments in less developed countries in obtaining
basic data and in carrying out essential studies of the
demographic aspects of development and made
recommendations on the subject to the second World
Population Conference.214 The Council215 similarly
made recommendations on the subject to the regional
economic commissions and to the Population Com-
mission and invited the General Assembly and the
developed countries to undertake certain activities
which would be of assistance to the developing
countries.

**14. DECISIONS WITH REGARD TO MIGRATION

15. DECISIONS WITH REGARD TO SOCIAL WELFARE

a. Social welfare administration and training of
social welfare personnel

77. The Economic and Social Council, recogniz-
ing the importance of assisting Governments in newly
developing countries in the field of social services,
and the contribution and active role which those
services could play in the programmes of international
action,216 requested the Secretary-General to under-
take specified activities for the training of social
welfare personnel and to give priority to the estab-
lishment and expansion of social welfare training
programmes.217 It recommended218 that Member
States, the specialized agencies and the regional
economic commissions accord the social welfare
sector a definite role within the framework of the
United Nations Development Decade and in the
establishment of national and regional development
institutes.

b. Community organization and development

78. At its eighteenth session, the General As-
sembly affirmed that community action was a valu-
able and effective instrument for achieving economic
and social development, especially for carrying out
land reform. It made recommendations219 to Member
States and to the Secretary-General on the ways of
promoting community action, giving special attention
to its possible contribution to the objectives of the
United Nations Development Decade and requested
various bodies providing international assistance to
help Governments in preparing community devel-

214 G A resolution 1838 (XVII).
215 E S C resolutions 933 C (XXXV) and 1048 (XXXVII).
216 E S C resolution 830 G (XXXII).
217 E S G resolution 1086 H (XXXIX). See also E S C
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opment programmes. The Council in its recom-
mendations on the same subject220 stressed the
importance of technical assistance, requesting the
Secretary-General, in consultation with various
agencies, to examine the possibility of making their
assistance more effective in the field of training and
practical research and in the organization of com-
munity development and land reform programmes
adapted to national development plans.
79. During the period under review, both the
Council and the General Assembly concerned them-
selves with the question of urbanization. In resolution
792 (XXX), the Council requested the preparation
of a programme of concerted action, in the field of
urbanization, bearing in mind its relationship to the
programmes in the fields of community development,
low-cost housing and community facilities and of
industrialization. At its thirty-second session, the
Council approved the proposals for concerted inter-
national action in the field of urbanization and the
methods suggested for the implementation of the
long-range programmes. It also made recommenda-
tions to Member States on formulating a national
policy, on designating or establishing national centres
to provide assistance to the programmes in a number
of ways and on exchanging experience in this field,221

while the General Assembly recommended measures
related to the urbanization process, including enlisting
citizens' participation, and requested the Secretary-
General, the Special Fund, the regional economic
commissions and the specialized agencies to co-
operate with Governments in this field.222

c. Housing and town and country planning

80. At its fourteenth session,223 the General As-
sembly made recommendations to the appropriate
organs of the United Nations and the specialized
agencies on technical assistance in the field of low-
cost housing and to Member States on promoting
low-cost housing programmes. Subsequently, both
the General Assembly and the Council placed the
highest priority on the need for appropriate emerg-
ency action in the field of housing and community
facilities. The Committee on Housing, Building and
Planning, established by the Council in order to
provide stronger and more specialized leadership
in this area,224 was requested by the Council225 to
consider ways in which the resources available to the
United Nations could be directed so as to have the
maximum practical impact on the housing situation
and to prepare, among other things, a list of priorities
designed to assist United Nations bodies during the

22° E S C resolution 975 E (XXXVI). The Council had be-
fore it the report of the Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Community
Development (E/CN.5/379 and Corr. 1, mimeographed),
which it had decided to establish by resolution 830 F (XXXII)
to advise the Social Commission and the Council on the relation
of community development programmes to national develop-
ment programmes.
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United Nations Development Décade. The General
Assembly also recommended that the Committee226

suggest appropriate means of emergency action
during the second half of the United Nations Develop-
ment Decade. The Council, at its thirty-sixth session,
made a series of recommendations designed to pro-
mote various activities in the field of housing, building
and planning during the United Nations Develop-
ment Decade, emphasizing the need to give high
priority to this work and to determine the sequence
of the phases required to ensure that these activities
contribute effectively to a balanced general develop-
ment.227 The Council also drew the attention of
Governments to the need to improve their capabilities
for practical advances in this field, including train-
ing.228 At its twentieth session, the General Assembly,
at the suggestion of the Council,229 recommended
that Member States, in connexion with the United
Nations Development Decade, assume a major role
in the solution of housing problems in every country,
by taking measures to develop a building material
industry, train relevant personnel and bring about
basic reforms in land ownership and land use; it
also made recommendations on international as-
sistance to developing countries in the field of housing,
building and planning.230

81. During this period, recommendations made
to Member States, and members of the specialized
agencies and of IAEA, the Secretary-General and
various organizations of the United Nations system,
as well as intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations, covered a broad range of topics
related to housing, building and planning, among
them domestic and international financial assistance
to less developed countries,231 pilot projects in low-
cost housing and related community facilities, as
well as in the building and building materials
industries and in rural and urban development,232

technical assistance,233 training of personnel,234 co-
ordination of activities in the field of housing,235

co-ordination between industrialization, rural devel-
opment, urbanization and housing236 and the devel-
opment of the 1970 World Population and Housing
Census Programmes.237 The Council decided to
convene an ad hoc group of experts to advise the
Social Commission and requested the Secretary-
General to prepare a number of studies and reports
in that field.238

226 G A resolution 1917 (XVIII).
227 E S G resolution 976 B (XXXVI).
228 E S C resolution 976 C (XXXVI).
229 E S C resolution 1024 A (XXXVII).
230 G A resolution 2036 (XX).
231 G A resolutions 1508 (XV) and 1917 (XVIII); and

E S C resolutions 976 F (XXXVI) and 1170 (XLI).
232 E S C resolution 976 E (XXXVI), and G A resolutions

1508 (XV) and 1917 (XVIII).
233 E S C resolution 976 (XXXVI).
234 E S C resolutions 976 C (XXXVI) arid 1167 (XLI).
235 G A resolution 1675 (XVI) and E S C resolution 976 G

(XXXVI).
236 E S C resolution 841 (XXXII).
237 E S C resolution 1054 B (XXXIX).
238 See, for example, E S C resolutions 830 C (XXXII),

1024 B (XXXVII), 1167 (XLI) and 1168 (XLI).

82. The Council, at its forty-first session, ap-
proved, in principle, the establishment in India of an
institute for documentation on housing, building and
planning,239 as part of the United Nations system.

d. United Nations Children's Fund

83. On several occasions, the General Assembly
and the Council urged increased contributions to
UNICEF.240 The Council specifically urged all those
supporting UNICEF to intensify their efforts so that
the new income goal of $50 million could be met by
the end of 1969, at the close of the United Nations
Development Decade. In 1961 both the Council and
the General Assembly expressed their support of
the new approach of UNICEF towards improving
programmes of welfare for children241 and, in 1962,
the General Assembly, referring to the Declaration
of the Rights of the Child,242 noted with approval
the decisions of the Executive Board of UNICEF
for orienting the work of UNICEF towards the econ-
omic and social development efforts of the United
Nations Development Decade and recommended,
with regard to the needs of children and youth, that
Member States take account of them in planning
social services, give due importance to them in
allocating resources for the Development Decade,
and take full advantage of UNICEF services in
planning for them.243 Subsequently, noting with
approval that UNICEF had extended its work to
include education and vocational training, the Gen-
eral Assembly again recommended that Govern-
ments should take into account the importance of
meeting the needs of children and youth in their
development plans.244 In 1965, the General Assembly
applauded the award of the Nobel Peace Prize for
1965 to UNICEF. It endorsed the Fund's policy of
stressing the importance of viewing the needs of the
child as a whole, and of making, in national program-
mes for economic and social development, adequate
provision for preparing children and young people
for future participation in their country's develop-
ment; it also supported the programmes of UNICEF,
which included assistance to Governments in the
fields of maternal and child health, disease control,
nutrition, social welfare, education and vocational
training.245

e. Family,, youth and child welfare246

84. The General Assembly, at its fourteenth
session, expressed the hope that the Secretary-
General would give the problem of juvenile delin-

239 E S C resolution 1166 (XLI). See also E S C resolution
976 D (XXXVI).

240 G A resolutions 1391 (XIV), 1507 (XV), 1919 (XVIII)
and 2057 (XX) and E S C resolutions 1023 (XXXVII) and
1145 (XLI).

241 E S G resolution 827 (XXXII) and G A resolution 1678
(XVI).

242 G A resolution 1386 (XIV).
243 G A resolution 1773 (XVII).
244 G A resolution 1919 (XVIII).
245 G A resolution 2057 (XX).
24(1 See also para. 83 above.
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quency the urgent attention which its increasing
gravity deserved.247

85. The Secretary-General was requested by the
Council to prepare a report containing, inter alia,
suggestions for the use of Governments interested in
the establishment and extension of family, child and
youth welfare services.248 Subsequently, the Council
recommended that the widest possible circulation
be given to the report on family, child and youth
welfare services which included the guidelines set
forth by the Secretary-General. It recommended
that Governments should devote more and more
national resources and efforts to the various problems
of children and young people. The Secretary-General
was requested to undertake further studies and to
give priority to the expansion of assistance to family
and child welfare programmes.249

86. In connexion with the emphasis on the young
generation in the United Nations Development Dec-
ade, further recommendations were made by the
Council to Governments on taking into account the
needs of young people and their role in national
development plans and programmes and on provid-
ing them with appropriate employment oppor-
tunities. The Secretary-General was requested to
give due attention to the various aspects of assistance in
the field of youth, inter alia, by assisting Governments
in planning for various ways of participation by
youth in national development.250

f. Rehabilitation of the physically handicapped

87. At its thirty-ninth session, the Council called
upon Member States to accord rehabilitation services
an appropriate place in their social programmes and
drew attention to the desirability of extending basic
services for the disabled as part of such programmes.
The Council also requested the United Nations, the
specialized agencies and interested non-governmental
organizations to expand their activities in this field.251

g. Prevention of crime and treatment of offenders

88. At its thirty-second session, the Council
endorsed the conclusions and recommendations
adopted by the Second United Nations Congress
on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders252 relating to new forms of juvenile delin-
quency, the prevention of types of criminality result-
ing from social changes and accompanying econ-
omic development in less developed countries,
short-term imprisonment, the integration of prison
labour with the national economy and pre-release
treatment and after-care, as well as assistance to
dependants of prisoners. It stressed the necessity of
maintaining United Nations leadership and activities
in the field of social defence and drew attention to
the possibilities of obtaining technical assistance in

247 G A resolution 1394 (XIV).
248 E S C resolution 903 D (XXXIV).
249 E S C resolution 1086 G (XXXIX).
250 E S C resolution 1086 J (XXXIX).
261 E S C resolution 1086 K (XXXIX).
252 E S G resolution 830 D (XXXII). See also G A resolution

1394 (XIV).

this field. At its thirty-ninth session, the Council
endorsed the principle that the prevention and con-
trol of juvenile delinquency and adult criminality
should be undertaken as part of comprehensive econ-
omic and social development plans. It also requested
the Secretary-General to establish a funds-in-trust
account to be administered by the United Nations
for its activities in the social defence field and invited
Member States to contribute to it.253

**h. Traffic in persons, traffic in obscene publications and
prostitution

**i. Declaration of death of missing persons

16. DECISIONS WITH REGARD TO NARCOTICS

89. The Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs,
1961 was opened for signature at United Nations
Headquarters in New York on 30 March 1961 and
came into force on 13 December 1964. On several
occasions, all the Members of the United Nations and
all non-member States which are Parties to the
Statute of the International Court of Justice or are
members of a specialized agency were invited by the
Economic and Social Council and the General As-
sembly to ratify or accede to that Convention.254

90. By resolution 1395 (XIV), the General As-
sembly established a continuing programme of
technical assistance in narcotics control.255

91. In connexion with the report of the Middle
East Narcotics Survey Mission,256 the Council made
various recommendations to Governments on narcot-
ics control concerning, among other things, national
measures and the timely submission of reports.257

It also made recommendations concerning research
in the field of drug addiction, inviting the World
Health Organization (WHO), the United States of
America and "other countries equipped to do so"
to consider giving assistance to countries desiring
it.258 The Council also made recommendations259

concerning the carriage of narcotic drugs in first-aid
kits of aircraft engaged in international flight. At
its thirty-fourth session the Council260 considered it
desirable to have an officer of the United Nations
Secretariat stationed in Latin America with a view
to facilitating regional co-operation in the field of
narcotics. At its thirty-sixth session261 the Council
requested the Secretary-General to consider the
possibility of organizing an Inter-American seminar
on the coca leaf and also invited favourable con-
sideration by the United Nations family of a request
from Burma for assistance in a survey of economic

253 E S G resolution 1086 B (XXXIX).
254 E S C resolutions 833 B (XXXII) and 914 C (XXXIV),

and G A resolution 1774 (XVII).
255 See also Repertory Supplement No. 2, vol. Ill under Article

55, para. 68.
256 Ibid.
257 E S C resolution 770 C (XXX).
258 E S C resolution 770 D (XXX).
259 E S C resolution 770 E (XXX).
260 E S C resolution 914 E (XXXIV).
261 E S C resolution 962 B (XXXVI).



Article 55 337

and social requirements of one of its opium-producing
regions. The recommendation of the Commission on
Narcotic Drugs concerning the converning of a
meeting to study the question of substances not under
international control was approved by the Council.262

17. DECISIONS WITH REGARD TO CARTOGRAPHY

92. Decisions taken by the Council with respect
to cartography included the decisions to convene
a third, fourth and fifth United Nations regional
cartographic conference for Asia and the Far East263

and a United Nations regional cartographic con-
ference for Africa.264 The Council requested the
Secretary-General to take various steps towards
convening an international technical conference on
the International Map of the World on the Millionth
Scale265 and made recommendations based on the
report of that Conference.266 It also made recom-
mendations to Member States and the Secretary-
General on international co-operation in the standard-
ization of geographical names.267

18. DECISIONS WITH REGARD TO POST-WAR AND OTHER
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS

93. The General Assembly continued to give
attention to the question of refugees in general268

and made further recommendations on promoting
the World Refugee Year.269 It continued to give
attention to the problems of the Palestine refugees,270

the refugees from Algeria in Morocco and Tunisia271

and reaffirmed its concern over the situation of the
Chinese refugees in Hong Kong.272 It also gave
attention to the problem raised by the situation of
Angolan refugees in the Congo (Leopoldville)273 and
to refugees in Africa generally.274 At its twentieth
session, the General Assembly decided that, in 1966,
United Nations Day would be dedicated to the cause
of refugees.275 The General Assembly reaffirmed its
earlier decision concerning completion of the residual
affairs of the United Nations Korean Reconstruction
Agency (UNKRA).276

94. In 1959, the General Assembly, to encourage
scientific research into the control of cancerous

262 E S C resolution 1104 (XL).
263 E S C resolutions 761 A (XXIX), 928 (XXXV) and 1070

(XXXIX).
264 E S C resolutions 761 B (XXIX) and 816 (XXXI).
2B5 E S C resolutions 761 G (XXIX) and 815 (XXXI).
266 E S G resolution 966 (XXXVI).
207 E S G resolution 814 (XXXI).
-68 G A resolutions 1388 (XIV), 1499 (XV), 1502 (XV),

1673 (XVI), 1783 (XVII), 1959 (XVIII), 2002 (XIX) and
2039 (XX).

269 G A resolution 1390 (XIV).
270 G A resolutions 1456 (XIV), 1604 (XV), 1725 (XVI),

1856 (XVII) and 2052 (XX).
271 G A resolutions 1389 (XIV), 1500 (XV) and 1672 (XVI).
272 G A resolution 1784 (XVII).
273 G A resolution 1671 (XVI).
274 G A resolution 2040 (XX).
275 G A resolution 2038 (XX).
276 G A resolution 1433 (XIV).

diseases, decided to institute suitable United Nations
prizes of a total value of $ 100,000 for the most out-
standing scientific research work in the causes and
control of cancer, and requested the Secretary-
General to arrange for the awarding of the prizes
during the following four years.277

95. The General Assembly invited the Secretary-
General and the specialized agencies concerned to
give urgent and sympathetic consideration to all
requests for technical assistance from Territories
emerging from a trust status or newly independent
States.278 At its fifteenth session, the General Assembly
recommended various measures to all Governments,
the Secretary-General, the Technical Assistance
Board (TAB), the specialized agencies concerned and
IAEA for providing financial and technical assistance
to Libya to meet its specific development needs.279

At its seventeenth session, having registered its
satisfaction at the efforts of Libya to improve its
economic prospects, the General Assembly considered
that the question of assistance to Libya no longer
required a special agenda item and requested the
Secretary-General, TAB, the Special Fund, the
specialized agencies concerned and IAEA to deal
with the needs of Libya in the general framework
of assistance to newly independent countries.280

96. Recalling the purposes of Article 55, the
General Assembly, at its fifteenth session, invited
FAO, WHO, UNESCO and UNICEF to undertake
urgent programmes to assist the indigenous popula-
tion of the Territory of South West Africa in their
respective fields281 and, at its sixteenth session decid-
ed282 to establish a United Nations Special Committee
for South West Africa whose task would be, inter
alia, to co-ordinate economic and social assistance
to be provided by the specialized agencies to the
people of South West Africa in order to promote
their moral and material welfare.
97. At its sixteenth and seventeenth sessions, the
General Assembly arranged for various forms of
assistance to Burundi and Rwanda283 and author-
ized the Secretary-General, as an exceptional pro-
cedure, to incur expenses necessary to ensure the
execution of the 1962 projects, up to an amount of
$200,000. At its twentieth session, the General
Assembly established a Fund for the Economic
Development of Basutoland, Bechuanaland and
Swaziland, to be made up of voluntary contri-
butions and to be administered by the Secretary-
General.284 A special training programme was
established by the General Assembly for the indig-
enous people of the Territories under Portuguese
administration, the General Assembly referring in
that connexion to its duties under Article 55. At

277 G A resolution 1398 (XIV).
278 G A resolution 1415 (XIV).
279 G A resolution 1528 (XV). See also Repertory Supplement

No. 2, vol. Ill, under Article 55, para. 70.
280 G A resolution 1834 (XVII).
281 G A resolution 1566 (XV).
282 G A resolution 1702 (XVI).
283 G A resolutions 1746 (XVI) and 1836 (XVII).
284 G A resolution 2063 (XX).
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its twentieth session, the Assembly, for the second
time in two years, recommended that various meas-
ures be taken to make available the benefits of this
programme to as many of the inhabitants of the
Territories as possible.285 Several steps were taken
by the Economic and Social Council and the General
Assembly to promote African educational develop-
ment, including recommendations to the African
countries to continue to devote increasing and ample
resources to the development of education in their
territories.286

98. Both the General Assembly and the Econ-
omic and Social Council continued to take action
and recommended relief measures in connexion
with natural disasters such as the earthquakes in
Morocco;287 the earthquakes in Chile;288 the hurri-
cane which struck Cuba, the Dominican Republic,
Haiti, Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago;289 the
earthquake in Libya, the flood in Morocco and the
volcanic eruption in Bali, Indonesia;290 the earth-
quake at Skopje, Yugoslavia;291 the earthquake in
Iran;292 and the volcanic eruption in Costa Rica.293

The Council and the General Assembly also made
recommendations concerning seismological re-
search.294 The question of assistance by the United
Nations in cases of natural disaster was also con-
sidered by the Council in more general terms,
particularly with respect to establishing appropriate
arrangements for rapid, effective and co-ordinated
assistance by the United Nations and the related
agencies and the Red Cross.295 Upon the recommen-
dation of the Council,296 the General Assembly
adopted resolution 2034 (XX) in which it invited
Member States and members of the specialized
agencies and of IAEA to consider the advisability of
setting up national planning and operating machinery
for relief operations and setting up national Red
Cross or Red Crescent societies; stressed the need for
co-ordination within the United Nations family under
the leadership of the Secretary-General; and ap-
proved the Secretary-General's proposal that he be
authorized to draw on the Working Capital Fund
in the amount of $100,000 for emergency aid in
any one year, with a normal ceiling of $20,000 per
country in the case of any one disaster.
99. Both the General Assembly and the Econ-
omic and Social Council endorsed the Freedom

285 G A resolutions 1808 (XVII), 1973 (XVIII) and 2108
(XX).

286 E S G resolution 837 (XXXII), and G A resolutions
1717 (XVI) and 1832 (XVII).
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289 G A resolution 1888 (XVIII).
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295 E S G (XXXVI), Suppl. No. 1, Resolutions, annex,

p. 39, sub-heading (b), and E S C resolution 1049 (XXXVII).
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from Hunger Campaign launched by FAO,297 and
urged all Member States and members of the spe-
cialized agencies and of IAEA to support the Cam-
paign in every appropriate way; the Council also
urged all the organizations participating to intensify
their efforts against hunger in order to promote ail
appropriate initiatives within the United Nations
Development Decade.
100. The question of literacy was considered by
the United Nations in its several aspects. The General
Assembly, at its sixteenth session, invited298 UNESCO
to present to the General Assembly a survey on the
extension of universal literacy, together with re-
commendations on the eradication of illiteracy.
A study of the question of supplying food in con-
nexion with literacy projects was arranged for by
the General Assembly at its eighteenth session.299

Recommendations were made,300 inter alia, on the
assistance to be given to national efforts for the era-
dication of illiteracy and on a world campaign for
universal literacy. Competent specialized agencies,
and governmental and non-governmental organi-
zations, were invited to combine their efforts with
those of UNESCO in putting into effect literacy
programmes integrated with development pro-
grammes.
101. The economic and social consequences of
disarmament were the subject of several decisions of
the General Assembly and the Council during the
period under review. The Secretary-General was
requested by the General Assembly, at its fifteenth
session,301 to examine the national, economic and
social consequences of disarmament in countries with
different economic systems and at different stages of
economic development. The Council appealed to all
States to take into consideration in the policies they
pursued the findings in the report prepared by
a group of experts.302 Both the Council and the
General Assembly subsequently made repeated
recommendations to the Governments of Member
States, "particularly of those countries significantly
involved", to develop national studies of the econ-
omic and social aspects of disarmament and invited
the Secretary-General and the various organizations
of the United Nations family to advance studies in
that field.303 In its resolution 1710 (XVI) on the
United Nations Development Decade, the General
Assembly also called for proposals relating to the
utilization of resources released by disarmament for
the purpose of economic and social development, in
particular of the under-developed countries.
102. The question of the peaceful uses of outer
space was considered by the General Assembly as well
as by the Council. Several of their recommendations

297 G A resolution 1496 (XV) and E S C resolution 1039
(XXXVII).

298 G A resolution 1677 (XVI).
299 G A resolution 1933 (XVIII).
300 G A resolutions 1937 (XVIII) and 2043 (XX); and

E S C resolutions 1032 (XXXVII) and 1128 (XLI).
301 G A resolution 1516 (XV).
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303 E S G resolutions 982 (XXXVI) and 1087 (XXXIX),

and G A resolutions 1931 (XVIII) and 2092 (XX).
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are mentioned below.304 The Assembly established
a Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
and indicated the activities in which it should
engage305 and both the General Assembly and the
Council requested the World Meteorological Organ-
ization (WMO) and the International Telecom-
munication Union (ITU) to undertake certain
activities and submit reports related to educational
and training programmes in the peaceful uses of
outer space and meteorological and telecommuni-
cation techniques306. The United Nations agencies
concerned were invited by the General Assembly to
give sympathetic consideration to requests for tech-
nical and financial assistance from Member States
in the field of meteorology and space communi-
cation.307 The General Assembly considered the
allocation of radio frequency bands sufficient to meet
expected outer space needs of the utmost importance
and requested ITU to report on progress made
relating to its outer space activities.308 At its eight-
eenth session, the General Assembly adopted
a Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the
Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of
Outer Space309 in which the Assembly expressed
the belief that the exploration and use of outer space
should be carried on for the betterment of mankind
and for the benefit of States irrespective of their
degree of economic or scientific development. At
the same session, the General Assembly also endorsed
efforts towards the establishment of a World Weather
Watch under the auspices of WMO310 and welcomed
the decisions of the Extraordinary Administrative
Radio Conference, held under the auspices of ITU,
on the allocation of frequency bands for space com-
munication.311 At its twentieth session, the General
Assembly took further steps towards promoting
international co-operation in the peaceful uses of
outer space;312 inter alia, it endorsed the recommen-
dations contained in the reports of the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space concerning
exchange of information, education and training,
and urged that space activities be carried out in
such a manner that States might share in the ad-
venture and the practical benefits of space exploration
irrespective of the stage of their economic or scientific
development. The General Assembly called re-
peatedly for the co-operation of Governments in
this field.
103. During the period covered by this Supple-
ment, various recommendations were made by the

804 See also this Supplement, under Article 13 (1) (a), para. 18,
19 and 62 — 67. The General Assembly, by resolution 1472 B
(XIV), also decided to convene under the auspices of the
United Nations an international scientific conference on the
peaceful uses of outer space.

305 G A resolutions 472 A (XIV), 1721 B (XVI), 1963
(XVIII) and 2130 (XX).

306 G A resolutions 1721 C and D (XVI) and 1963 (XVIII),
and E S C resolution 913 (XXXIV).

307 G A resolutions 1721 D (XVI) and 1802 (XVII), section
III.

308 G A resolution 1802 (XVII), section IV.
309 G A resolution 1962 (XVIII).
310 G A resolution 1963 (XVIII), section III.
311 G A resolution 1963 (XVIII), section IV.
312 G A resolution 2130 (XX).

General Assembly and the Council on promoting
the teaching of the purposes and principles, the
structure and activities of the United Nations and
its related agencies in schools and other educational
institutions.313 A recommendation was also made on
United Nations public information activities in the
economic, social, human rights and related fields.314

Recommendations were made on encouraging town-
twinning,315 conservation of nature and natural
resources,316 elimination of gaps in the existing
networks of permanent meteorological stations317

and a world campaign by non-governmental organ-
izations against hunger, disease and ignorance.318

B. Analytical Summary of Practice

THE SCOPE OF THE ACTIVITY OF THE UNITED NATIONS
IN THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FIELDS

104. This section supplements the descriptions,
contained in the previous studies of this Article in
the Repertory and its Supplements Nos. 1 and 2, of
matters with which the General Assembly and the
Economic and Social Council dealt in their decisions
relating to the promotion of the economic and social
objectives stated in Article 55. Only new fields of
activities and new subject-matter in the fields already-
dealt with are included here, even though, as in-
dicated in the General Survey, some of the activities
previously mentioned were considered repeatedly
by the General Assembly and the Council during the
period under review. In the listing which follows,
the material is arranged, as far as possible, in homo-
geneous groups.319

1. Standards of living

Food surpluses for food- G A resolution 1496
deficient peoples (XV)

Natural energy resources E S C resolution 877
and living standards in (XXXIII)
less developed coun-
tries

Standards of living of E S C resolution 840
rural populations (XXXII)

2. Full employment

Unemployment and E S C resolution 1086 J
under-development (XXXIX)
among young people

313 G A resolutions 1511 (XV), and E S C resolutions 748
(XXIX), and 1012 (XXXVII).

314 E S C resolution 1176 (XLI).
315 E S C resolution 1028 (XXXVII) and G A resolution
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316 E S C resolution 810 (XXXI) and G A resolution 1831

(XVII). See also E S C resolution 910 (XXXIV).
317 E S C resolution 829 B (XXXII).
318 G A resolution 1943 (XVIII) and E S C resolution 1038

(XXXVII).
319 See Repertory, vol. Ill, under Article 55, paras. 83 — 86,
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3. Economic stability

Economic and social pro- E S C resolution 777
jections (XXX) ;

G A resolution 1708
(XVI)

Inflation in the develop- G A resolution 1830
ing countries (XVII)

Short-term appraisals of E S C resolution 776
the world economic (XXX)
situation

4. Economic development

a. General economic development

Co-operatives among far-
mers

Economic planning and
projections

Fertilizers, production in
the developing coun-
tries

Latin-American common
market

Regional economic de-
velopment banks for
Africa

Standardization in in-
dustrial development

Symposia on industrial
development

Training personnel for
industrial development

Transfer of industrial
technology to devel-
oping countries

United Nations Develop-
ment Decade

United Nations In-
dustrial Development
Organization

United Nations Office in
Beirut

E S C resolution 8301
(XXXII)

G A resolution 1708
(XVI);

E S C resolution 7 7 7
(XXX)

E S C resolution 1179
(XLI)

G A resolution 1430
(XIV)

G A resolution 1718
(XVI);

E S C resolution 8 7 4
(XXXIII)

E S C resolution 1182
(XLI)

E S C resolutions 1030 C
(XXXVII) and 1081
B (XXXIX)

G A resolution 1824
(XVII);

E S C resolution 1029
(XXXVII)

G A resolution 1713
(XVI);

E S C resolution 1013
(XXXVII)

G A resolutions 1710
(XVI) and 2084 (XX);

E S C resolution 1089
(XXXIX)

G A resolution 2089
(XX)

E S C resolution 9 5 5
(XXXVI)

b. Financing of economic development

G A resolution 1420
(XIV)

International Develop-
ment Association

c. Technical assistance for economic development

Evaluation of assistance E S C resolutions 908
programmes (XXXIV) and 1151

(XLI)

Information on technical
and pre-investment as-
sistance

Training and research
institutes

Training of national
cadres

Provision of technical as-
sistance in specific
fields:320

International law

Low-cost housing

Manufacturing indu-
stry in the developing
countries
Training programmes
for South West Africa

United Nations Develop-
ment Programme

Volunteer technical per-
sonnel

E S C resolution 781
(XXX)

G A resolution 1934
(XVIII)

E S C resolutions 7 9 7
(XXX) and 907
(XXXIV)

G A resolution 2099
(XX)

G A resolution 1393
(XIV)

E S C resolution 1081 E
(XXXIX)

G A resolution 1705
(XVI)

G A resolution 2029
(XX)

E S C resolution 8 4 9
(XXXII)

5. Energy and natural resources

Mineral and food re- E S C resolution 1112
sources of the sea

Petroleum resources in
the under-developed
countries

Water desalination

(XL)
E S C resolution 7 5 8

(XXIX) ;
G A resolution 1425

(XIV)
E S C resolutions 1033 A

(XXXVII) and 1114
(XL)

6. World supply of food

Studies on multilateral G A resolution 1714
food aid (XVI) ;

E S C resolution 1149
(XLI)

World Food Programme G A resolution 1714
(XVI)

7. International trade and finance

a. International trade

United Nations Confer-
ence on Trade and
Development

E S C resolution 9 1 7
(XXXIV) ;

G A resolution 1995
(XIX)

**b. International financial transactions

c. International commodity problems

Compensatory f i n a n c i n g E S C resolution 8 3 1
(XXXII)

International Coffee G A resolution 1822
Agreement, 1962 (XVII)

320 Other than those referred to in the Repertory and its
Supplements Nos. 1 and 2.
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**8. Fiscal matters (public finance)

9. Transport and communications

International Tourism
Year

Tourism

E S C resolution 1108
(XL)

E S C resolutions 8 7 0
(XXXIII) and 1109
(XL)

**10. Statistics

11. Social development

a. Consideration of the question of social development in
general

989Application of educa-
tional planning prin-
ciples and techniques
to educational policy

Declaration on social de-
velopment

Evaluation of technical
co-operation program-
mes in the social field

E S C resolution
(XXXVI)

G A resolution 2035
(XX)

E S C resolution 830 E
(XXXII)

Human resources devel-
opment

E S C resolution 975 B
(XXXVI)

b. Relationship between social development and economic
development

G A resolution 1392
(XIV)

Interrelationship of the
economic and social
factors of development

Report on the world
social situation

E S C resolution 975 B
(XXXVI)

c. Social development of under-developed areas

Social programmes dur- G A resolution 1916
ing the United Nations (XVIII)
Development Decade

**12. Social problems of particular groups

13. Population

Interrelationship of po- G A resolution 1838
pulation growth and
social and economic
development

World population cen-
suses

(XVII);
E S C resolutions 820 C

and 1048 (XXXVII)
E S C resolutions 820 B

(XXXI) and 1054
(XXXIX)

**14. Migration and related problems

15. Social welfare

Capital punishment

Community development
and land reform

Participation of youth
in national develop-
ment

G A resolution 1396
(XIV);

E S C resolution 7 4 7
(XXIX)

G A resolution 1915
(XVIII);

E S C resolution 975 E
(XXXVI)

E S C resolution 1086 J
(XXXIX)

16. Narcotics

Carriage of narcotic
drugs in first-aid kits
of aircraft engaged in
international flight

Single Convention on
Narcotic Drugs, 1961

Substances not under in-
ternational control

Technical assistance in
narcotics control

E S C resolution 770 E
(XXX)

E S C resolution 833 B
(XXXII)

E S C resolution 1104
(XL)

G A resolution 1395
(XIV)

17. Special economic and social questions

**a. Post-war questions

b. Other emergency questions

Refugees from Angola
in the Congo (Leo-
poldville)

Refugees in Africa

Dedication of United Na-
tions Day, 1966, to
the cause of refugees

c. Economic and social development of specific areas

G A resolution 1671
(XVI)

G A resolution 2040
(XX)

G A resolution 2038
(XX)

Assistance to Basutoland,
Bechuanaland and
Swaziland

Assistance to Rwanda
and Burundi

Assistance to the popu-
lation of South West
Africa

Technical assistance for
territories emerging
from a trust status or
newly independent
States

Training programmes for
the people of Territo-
ries under Portuguese
administration

d. Other special questions

African educational de-
velopment

Cancer control and re-
search

Conservation of nature

Economic and social con-
sequences of disarma-
ment

International co-oper-
ation on behalf of the
former Trust Territo-
ries

G A resolution 2063
(XX)

G A resolution 1746
(XVI)

G A resolution 1566
(XV)

G A resolution 1415
(XIV)

G A resolution 1808
(XVII)

E S C resolution 8 3 7
(XXXII);

G A resolution 1717
(XVI)

G A resolution 1398
(XIV)

E S C resolution 8 1 0
(XXXI);

G A resolution 1831
(XVII)

G A resolutions 1516
(XV) and 2092 (XX)

G A resolution 1414
(XIV)
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International Co-oper-
ation Year

Literacy

Meterological stations

Natural disasters
Co-ordination of aid

Emergency assistance

Seismological research

Earthquakes in Morocco,
Chile, Libya, Yugo-
slavia, Iran

Hurricane affecting Cu-
ba, the Dominican Re-
public, Haiti, Jamaica
and Trinidad and To-
bago

G A resolution 1844
(XVII)

G A resolutions 1937
(XVIII) and 2043
(XX)

E S C resolution 829 B
(XXXII)

E S C resolution 1049
(XXXVII)

G A resolution 2034
(XX)

E S C resolution 7 6 7
(XXX)

E S C resolutions 7 4 6
(XXIX), 766 (XXX),
930 (XXXV) and 970
(XXXVI) ;

G A resolution 1753
(XVII)

G A resolution 1888
(XVIII)

Volcanic eruptions in In-
donesia and Costa Rica

Teaching of the purposes
and principles, the
structure and activities
of the United Nations
and its related agen-
cies

Town-twinning

United Nations public
information activities
in the economic, so-
cial, human rights and
related fields

World campaign against
hunger, disease and
ignorance

World Weather Watch

E S C resolutions 9 3 0
(XXXV) and 1014
(XXXVII)

G A resolution 1511
(XV);

E S C resolution 1012
(XXXVII)

E S C resolution 1028
(XXXVII) ;

G A resolution 2058
(XX)

E S C resolution 1176
(XLI)

G A resolution 1943
(XVIII);

E S C resolution 1038
(XXXVII)

G A resolution 1963
(XVIII), section III

II. HUMAN RIGHTS

A. General Survey

1. DECISIONS MAINLY OF A PREPARATORY, PROCEDURAL
OR CO-ORDINATING NATURE

105. The subsidiary bodies of the Economic and
Social Council which continued to assist it in the
performance of its functions with respect to human
rights were the Commission on Human Rights, the
Commission on the Status of Women and the Sub-
Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities. The General Assembly
established321 a Special Committee on the Policies
of apartheid of the Government of the Republic of
South Africa to keep the racial policies of that
Government under review when the General As-
sembly was not in session, and to report either to the
General Assembly or to the Security Council, or to
both, as might be appropriate, from time to time.
106. As in the past, references to, or paraphrases
of, Article 55 occurred in only a few decisions or
discussions322 concerning human rights problems in

321 G A resolution 1761 (XVII). The membership of the
Special Committee was enlarged from eleven to seventeen
members by G A resolution 2054 A (XX).

322 Article 55 was frequently mentioned in the debates
relating to Tibet. See, for example, G A (XIV), Plen., 832nd
mtg., para. 80; 833rd mtg., paras. 96 and 97; 834th mtg.,
paras. 28. 173 and 174; ibid., Gen. Com., 124th mtg., para.
23; G A (XVI), Plen., 1084th mtg., paras. 166 and 168;
G A (XX), Plen., 1394th mtg., paras. 47 and 72; 1403rd mtg.,
paras. 79 — 81. It was also considered in discussions relating
to the question of race conflict in South Africa resulting from
the policies of apartheid and to the situation in Angola at the
fourteenth and subsequent sessions of the General Assembly.
See, for example, G A (XIV), Annexes, a. i. 61, A/4147 and
Add. 1 ; G A (XVI), Suppl. No. 1, pp. 81 and 83; G A (XVII),
Suppl. No. 1A, p. 52; G A (XVIII), Suppl. No. 1, p. 31.

the General Assembly and the Economic and Social
Council.
107. The General Assembly or the Economic
and Social Council, or both, continued to make
requests to the Secretary-General, the Security
Council, subsidiary bodies and specialized agencies
for studies, reports and other preparatory work.323

The General Assembly, the Council, the Commission
on Human Rights and the Commission on the Status
of Women took decisions relating to the preparation
of declarations and international conventions on
specific aspects of human rights.324

108. Decisions were also made concerning the
implementation of certain instruments adopted by
the General Assembly.325

109. Requests for studies, reports or information
were also addressed to Governments.326

323 See, for example, G A resolutions 1572 (XV), 1777
(XVII), 1778 (XVII) and 1965 (XVIII) ; and E S C resolutions
771 F (XXX), 771 H (XXX), 821 IV, B (XXXII), 884 E
(XXXIV), 888 E (XXXIV), 1015 D (XXXVII), 1132 (XLI),
1133 (XLI), 1134 (XLI), 1135 (XLI) and 1136 (XLI). See
also this Supplement, under Articles 13 (1) (b), para. 6 and
annex, and 62 (2), paras. 11 — 14.

324 See, for example, G A resolution 1780 (XVII) relating
to the elimination of all forms of racial discrimination; G A
resolution 1965 (XVIII) relating to the promotion among
youth of the ideals of peace, mutual respect and understanding
between peoples; G A resolution 1921 (XVIII) relating to the
elimination of discrimination against women (see also E S C
resolution 1131 (XLI); E S C resolution 772 E (XXX) on
the right of asylum; E S C resolution 756 (XXIX) on freedom of
information; and G A resolutions 1781 (XVII) and 2020 (XX)
and E S C resolutions 958 F (XXXVI) and 1015 C (XXXVII)
on elimination of all forms of religious intolerance.

325 See, for example, G A resolution 2017 (XX) and E S C
resolution 1146 (XLI).

326 See, for example, E S C resolutions 888 F (XXXIV) and
1074 C (XXXIX).
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110. The Council decided327 to continue the
system of having Governments submit periodic
reports on human rights, in accordance with its
resolution 624 B, I (XXII), and urged all States
Members of the United Nations and the specialized
agencies to submit such reports emphasizing de-
velopments of particular significance and giving
the reasons for their significance. Subsequently,328

the Council expressed concern that, despite the
terms of its resolution 888B (XXXIV), no infor-
mation regarding implementation of human rights
had been received from States administering de-
pendent territories. It invited States Members of the
United Nations and members of the specialized
agencies to supply information on human rights and
fundamental freedoms in the territories subject to
their jurisdiction, along the lines indicated in Council
resolution 888B (XXXIV) in a continuing three-
year cycle, reporting in the first year, on civil and
political rights, in the second, on economic, social
and cultural rights and in the third, on freedom of
information. Member States were also urged to
submit reports on developments concerning the
rights enumerated in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the right to self-determination and
the right to independence. The Council also made
various arrangements concerning these reports and
specified the action to be taken by Governments, the
specialized agencies, non-governmental organiza-
tions, the Secretary-General and the United Nations
bodies concerned in order to ensure their effective use.
111. The Secretary-General was requested by
the Council to appoint a special rapporteur on
slavery.329

**2. CREATION OF NEW SPECIALIZED AGENCIES

3. RECOMENDATIONS AND OTHER DECISIONS DESIGNED
GENERALLY TO INFLUENCE STATES, ORGANIZED OR
UNORGANIZED GROUPS OR WORLD OPINION AT LARGE

112. The General Assembly and the Council
continued to make recommendations to States,
specialized agencies and non-governmental organi-
zations designed to influence the action of authorities
and others and mainly concerned with securing wider
respect for human rights and fundamental free-
doms.330 The recommendations related to certain
instruments approved by the General Assembly on
such matters as the rights of the child,331 political
rights,332 punishment of war criminals and of persons
who have committed crimes against humanity,333

equal pay for equal work,334 the participation of
women in development,335 economic rights and

327 E S C resolution 888 B (XXXIV). See also Repertory
Supplement JVb. 1, vol. II, under Article 55, para. 68.

328 E S C resolution 1074 C (XXXIX).
329 E S C resolution 960 (XXXVI).
330 See, for example, E S C resolutions 771 B (XXX) and

918 (XXXIV); and G A resolutions 1510 (XV), 1779 (XVII)
and 2018 (XX).

331 E S C resolution 1086 L (XXXIX).
332 E S C resolution 888 C (XXXIV).
333 E S C resolutions 1074 D (XXXIX) and 1158 (XLI).
334 E S C resolution 884 B (XXXIV).
385 G A resolution 1920 (XVIII).

opportunities of women,336 advancement of women,337

education of women,338 tax legislation applicable to
women,339 the status of women in private law340

and the development of information media in the
less developed countries.341

113. The concept of human rights and funda-
mental freedoms was further affirmed by the General
Assembly with respect to specific rights and freedoms
dealt with in such declarations as the Declaration on
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples,342 the Declaration of the Rights of the
Child,343 the United Nations Declaration on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination,344

and the Declaration on the Promotion among Youth
of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect and Under-
standing between Peoples.345

i
4. CONVENTIONS AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL

INSTRUMENTS346

114. The Convention on Consent to Marriage,
Minimum Age for Marriage and Registration of
Marriages was opened for signature and ratification
by the General Assembly at its seventeenth session.347

At its twentieth session, the General Assembly also
opened for signature and ratification the International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination.348

115. The General Assembly continued its work
on the draft Convention on Freedom of Information
but had not completed it by the end of the period
under review.349 It also initiated the preparation of
a draft international convention on the elimination
of all forms of religious intolerance.350

116. The Commission on Human Rights was
invited by the Council to prepare a draft convention
to the effect that no statutory limitation should apply
to war crimes and crimes against humanity, irres-
pective of the date of their commission.351

117. The Economic and Social Council and,
subsequently, on its recommendation,352 the General
Assembly called upon States that had not already

336 E S C resolutions 821 IV (XXXII) and 961 E (XXXVI).
337 See, for example, E S C resolutions 771 H (XXX) and

1133 (XLI), and G A resolution 2059 (XX).
338 See, for example, E S C resolutions 771 G (XXX), 821 V

(XXXII) and 1068 H (XXXIX).
339 E S C resolution 821 IV, C (XXXII).
340 E S C resolution 1068 F (XXXIX).
341 G A resolution 1778 (XVII) and E S C resolution 819 A

(XXXI).
342 G A resolution 1514 (XV).
343 G A resolution 1386 (XIV).
344 G A resolution 1904 (XVIII).
345 G A resolution 2037 (XX). See also G A resolution 1572

(XV).
346 See also this Supplement under Article 62 (3).
347 G A resolution 1763 A (XVII).
348 G A resolution 2106 A (XX).
349 See G A resolution 2061 (XX).
360 G A resolution 1781 (XVII). See also G A resolution

2020 (XX).
351 E S C resolution 1158 (XLI).
352 E S C resolution 890 (XXXIV).
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done so to accede to the International Slavery Con-
vention of 1926 and the Supplementary Convention
of 1956 on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade
and Institutions and Practices resembling Slavery
and to co-operate fully in carrying out their terms,
in particular in providing the Secretary-General
with information called for under the Supplementary
Convention of 1956.353

118. At its thirty-ninth session, the Council
invited354 all Member States to intensify action
with a view to acceding to the Convention on the
Political Rights of Women, approved by the General
Assembly in 1952 at its seventh session and to the
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of
the Crime of Genocide of 9 December 1948.355 The
General Assembly, in connexion with World Re-
fugee Year, invited States to accede to the Convention
relating to the Status of Refugees356 in the adoption
of which the General Assembly was instrumental.
With respect to the Convention on the Political
Rights of Women, the Council requested the Secre-
tary-General to prepare biennial reports on the
implementation of its principles and invited Govern-
ments to supply him with appropriate information.357

119. Although the General Assembly considered
the draft International Covenants on Human Rights
at most of its sessions during the period under
review,358 it was not able to complete its work.359

At its eighteenth session, the General Assembly
stressed the urgency of finally adopting the draft
International Covenants on Human Rights and re-
quested the Secretary-General to transmit to Member
States for consideration the text of the articles of the
draft adopted by the Third Committee at the tenth
to eighteenth sessions of the General Assembly.360

At its twentieth session, the General Assembly, not
having been able to consider the draft Covenants
prepared by the Commission on Human Rights,
invited Governments to consider the measures of
implementation and the final clauses of the draft
so that they would be in a position to complete the
preparation of the draft Covenants at the twenty-
first session of the General Assembly.361

120. The Council, at its fortieth session, re-
commended that future United Nations conventions
in the field of human rights should contain appro-
priate provisions for their implementation.362

353 E S C resolutions 772 D (XXX), 826 E (XXXII), 1077
(XXXIX) and 1126 (XLI), and G A resolution 1841 (XVII).

354 E S C resolution 1068 B (XXXIX).
355 E S C resolution 1074 D (XXXIX).
356 G A resolution 1388 (XIV).
357 E S C resolutions 961 B (XXXVI) and 1132 (XLI).
358 See, for example, G A resolutions 1458 (XIV) and 1843

B and C (XVII).
359 Discussions of the provisions of the draft Covenants were

held by the Third Committee during the period covered by
this Supplement, but the General Assembly did not adopt them
until 16 December 1966 in resolution 2200 A (XXI). Accord-
ingly, those discussions will be dealt with in Supplement No. 4.
See also this Supplement under Article 62 (3).

360 G A resolution 1960 (XVIII).
361 G A resolution 2080 (XX).
362 E S C resolution 1101 (XL).

**5. INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES363

6. SERVICES RELATING TO HUMAN RIGHTS

121. By resolution 1679 (XVI), the General
Assembly decided to increase the resources for
advisory services in the field of human rights to
permit the provision of human rights fellowships
each year in addition to seminars, and at its seven-
teenth session, responding to the opinion of the
Economic and Social Council,364 the Assembly
decided365 to expand the programme with a view
to increasing the resources for fellowships still
further.
122. Several recommendations were made by
the General Assembly and especially by the Econ-
omic and Social Council on holding seminars
under the programme of advisory services to study
various aspects of human rights and techniques for
the prevention of discrimination and the protection
of minorities,366 the rights proclaimed in the Decla-
ration of the Rights of the Child,367 the status of
women,368 and the question of the elimination of all
forms of racial discrimination.369 In its resolution
825 (XXXII), the Council invited Member States
to extend their co-operation and make full use of
advisory services in the field of human rights and
requested the Secretary-General to study other
effective measures for promoting human rights
through advisory services. The Council, by reso-
lution 959 (XXXVI), also requested the Secretary-
General to consider the organization of one or more
regional courses on human rights.
123. The Council and the General Assembly also
made recommendations on technical assistance for
promoting and advancing the status of women in
the developing countries, on ways in which Govern-
ments could make use of available services, on the
extension of programmes in that field by the United
Nations family of organizations and on the specific
means the Secretary-General should use. Women's
non-governmental organizations were urged to co-
operate with the Secretary-General, and the inter-
national non-governmental organizations as a whole
were invited to continue their efforts in this field.370

7. DECISIONS DEALING INDIVIDUALLY WITH ALLE-
GATIONS REGARDING VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS
IN SPECIFIC STATES OR TERRITORIES371

124. The question of the treatment of people of
Indian origin in South Africa was considered by the
General Assembly at its fourteenth, fifteenth and
sixteenth sessions. In its resolutions 1460 (XIV),,

363 See, para. 134 below.
364 E S C resolution 889 (XXXIV).
365 G A resolution 1782 (XVII).
366 E S C resolution 773 B (XXX).
387 E S C resolution 773 A (XXX).
368 E S C resolution 884 F (XXXIV).
369 G A resolution 2017 (XX).
370 E S C resolutions 771 H (XXX), 884 E and F (XXXIV)

and 1068 C and E (XXXIX) ; and G A resolutions 1509 (XV)
and 2059 (XX).

371 See also this Supplement under Article 56.
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1597 (XV) and 1662 (XVI), the General Assembly
noted with deep regret that the Government of the
Union of South Africa had not replied to the com-
munications from the Governments of India and
Pakistan on the subject and appealed to it to enter
into negotiations with them. The General Assembly
also invited Member States to use their good offices
to bring about negotiations.
125. At each session except the nineteenth,
during the period under review, the General As-
sembly continued to be concerned with the questions
of race conflict in South Africa resulting from the
policies of apartheid of the Government of that State.372

In resolution 1375 (XIV), it expressed its opposition
to the continuance or preservation of racial discri-
mination in any part of the world, solemnly called
upon all Member States to bring their policies into
conformity with their obligation under the Charter
to promote the observance of human rights and
fundamental freedoms, and expressed "its deep regret
and concern that the Government of the Union of
South Africa has not yet responded to appeals of the
General Assembly that it reconsider governmental
policies which impair the right of all racial groups
to enjoy the same fundamental rights and free-
doms". In resolution 1598 (XV), the General
Assembly deplored the continued and total dis-
regard by the Government of the Union of South
Africa of the repeated requests and demands of the
United Nations and that country's determined
aggravation of racial issues, deprecated policies
based on racial discrimination as reprehensible and
repugnant to human dignity, requested all States
to consider taking separate and collective action to
bring about the abandonment of these policies,
affirmed that the racial policies of South Africa were
a flagrant violation of the Charter and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and called upon
South Africa once again to bring its policies and
conduct into conformity with its obligations under
the Charter. In resolution 1663 (XVI), the General
Assembly again deplored the fact that the Govern-
ment of the Republic of South Africa had failed to
comply with the repeated requests and demands of
the General Assembly and with resolution 134
(1960) of the Security Council, and once more
strongly deprecated the continued and total dis-
regard by the Government of South Africa of its obli-
gations under the Charter, condemned policies based
on racial superiority as reprehensible and repugnant
to human dignity, reaffirmed that those policies were
a flagrant violation of the Charter and of the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights and once again
called upon South Africa to change its policies. In
its resolution 1761 (XVII), the General Assembly
reiterated these demands and requested Member
States to break off diplomatic relations with the
Government of the Republic of South Africa,373 close
their ports to all vessels flying the South African flag,
enact legislation prohibiting their ships from en-
tering South African ports, boycott all South African

372 For action by the Security Council, see this Supplement
under Articles 11, 39 and 41.

373 See also this Supplement, under Article 11, paras. 36 and
47.

goods and refrain from exporting goods, including
all arms and ammunition, to South Africa and re-
fuse landing and passage facilities to South African
aircraft. Furthermore, the Security Council was re-
quested to take appropriate measures, including
sactions, to secure compliance by South Africa with
General Assembly and Security Council resolutions
and, if necessary, to consider action under Article 6
of the Charter. Member States were requested to
assist the Special Committee on the Policies of
apartheid of the Government of South Africa374 and
to report on action taken in dissuading South Africa
from pursuing its policies of apartheid. At its eighteenth
session, the General Assembly adopted three reso-
lutions, one (1881 (XVIII)) early in the session and
two (1978 A and B (XVIII)) towards the end of
the session, concerning the policies of apartheid in
South Africa. In resolution 1881 (XVIII), the Gen-
eral Assembly condemned the Government of the
Republic of South Africa for its failure to comply
with the repeated resolutions of the General Assembly
and the Security Council calling for an end to the
repression of persons opposing apartheid, requested it
to abandon the arbitrary trial of political prisoners
then in progress and forthwith to grant unconditional
release to all political prisoners and to all persons
imprisoned, interned or subjected to other restrictions
for having opposed the policy of apartheid, and re-
quested all Member States to make all necessary
efforts to induce the Government of South Africa to
comply with the terms of the resolution. In resolution
1978 A (XVIII), the General Assembly appealed
to all States to take appropriate measures and inten-
sify their efforts to dissuade the Government of the
Republic of South Africa from pursuing its policy of
apartheid, and in resolution 1978 B (XVIII) it re-
quested the Secretary-General to seek ways and
means of providing relief and assistance to the fam-
ilies of all persons persecuted by the Government
of South Africa for their opposition to the policies
of apartheid. Member States and organizations were
invited to contribute generously to such relief and
assistance. At its twentieth session, in resolution
2054 A (XX), recalling its resolution 1761 (XVII)
recommending the application of economic and
diplomatic sanctions against South Africa, the Gen-
eral Assembly urgently appealed to the major
trading partners of South Africa to cease their econ-
omic collaboration with that Government. It
condemned that Government for its refusal to
comply with the resolutions of the Security Council
and the General Assembly; drew the attention of
the Security Council to the fact that action under
Chapter VII of the Charter was essential in order
to solve the problem of apartheid and that universally
applied economic sanctions were the only means
of achieving a peaceful solution ; deplored the actions
of those States which, through political, economic
and military collaboration with South Africa, were
encouraging it to persist in its racial policies; and
invited the specialized agencies to take active meas-
ures to compel the Government of South Africa to
abandon its racial policies. By resolution 2054 B
(XX), the General Assembly requested the Secre-

374 See para. 105 above.
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tary-General to establish a United Nations Trust
Fund for South Africa, made up of voluntary
contributions, to be used for such purposes as legal
aid to the victims of the apartheid policies and relief
for their dependants and for refugees from South
Africa.
126. The General Assembly also considered the
question of the policies of apartheid in South West
Africa. One of the objectives of the United Nations
Special Committee for South West Africa, established
by General Assembly resolution 1702 (XVI), was
to achieve, in consultation with the Mandatory
Power, the repeal of all laws and regulations which
established and maintained the system of apartheid.
In resolution 1703 .(XVI), the General Assembly
urgently called upon the Government of South
Africa and the Administration of South West Africa
immediately to desist from further acts of force in
the Mandated Territory designed either to suppress
African political movements or to enforce apartheid
measures imposed by law and administrative rulings,
to refrain from prosecutions on political grounds and
to ensure the free exercise of political rights and
freedom of expression to all. In resolution 2074 (XX),
the General Assembly condemned the policies of
apartheid and racial discrimination practised by the
Government of South Africa in South West Africa.
127. During the period under review, the Gen-
eral Assembly again considered the situation in
Hungary. In resolution 1454 (XIV) it deplored
"the continued disregard by the Union of the Soviet
Socialist Republics and the present Hungarian re-
gime of the General Assembly resolutions dealing
with the situation in Hungary" and called upon them
to co-operate with the United Nations Represen-
tative on Hungary. In its resolution 1741 (XVI),
it again deplored the continued disregard of the
General Assembly resolutions, and in resolution
1857 (XVII), reaffirmed the objectives of its pre-
vious resolutions, requested the Secretary-General
to take any initiative that he deemed helpful in
relation to the Hungarian question and considered
that "in the circumstances the position of the United
Nations Representative on Hungary need no longer
be continued".
128. Another case concerning the violation of
human rights in which the General Assembly, as
in the case of Hungary, took action without reference
to a committee was that of the people of Tibet. In
resolution 1353 (XIV), the General Assembly,
concerned at reports that the fundamental human
rights and freedoms, which included the right to
civil and religious liberty for all, of the people of
Tibet had been forcibly denied them, affirmed its
belief "that respect for the principles of the Charter
of the United Nations and of the Universal Decla-
ration of Human Rights is essential for the evolution
of a peaceful world order based on the rule of law"
and called for "respect for the fundamental human
rights of the Tibetan people and for their distinctive
cultural and religious life". The General Assembly
solemnly renewed its call for the cessation of practices
which deprived the Tibetan people of their human
rights and fundamental freedoms in its resolutions
1723 (XVI) and 2079 (XX), and in the latter, also

appealed to all States to use their best endeavours to
achieve the purposes of the resolution.
129. In another instance, the General Assembly
by resolution 1357 (XIV) requested the Government
of South Africa to investigate the claims of the Rooi-
nasie Namas to the original area of Hoachanas and
to take necessary steps to ensure the recognition and
protection of the full rights of the people of Hoachanas
and the promotion of their general welfare.
130. In several cases, such as those of Algeria,375

Southern Rhodesia,376 Aden377 and the Territories
under Portuguese administration,378 the General
Assembly affirmed the rights to self-determination
and independence and the rights laid down in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
131. In the two resolutions379 adopted at its
twentieth session on the questions of Southern Rho-
desia and South West Africa, the General Assembly
condemned the policies of racial discrimination,
segregation and apartheid practised in those Terri-
tories as a "crime against humanity".
132. At its eighteenth session,380 the General
Assembly decided to establish a United Nations
Fact-Finding Mission to South Viet-Nam, the mem-
bers to be appointed by the President of the As-
sembly. This decision was taken after consideration
of an item entitled "The violation of human rights
in South Viet-Nam", placed on the Assembly's
agenda at the request of several delegations and in
response to an invitation by the Government of the
Republic of Viet-Nam. This was the first occasion
on which a mission of this nature had been established
by the Assembly to investigate alleged violations of
human rights in a non-member State. The alleged
violations related to the religious freedoms of Budd-
hists. The rules of procedure specified in the Missions
terms of reference were as follows: "The Mission
shall seek factual evidence. The Mission shall collect
information, conduct on-the-spot investigations, re-
ceive petitions and hear witnesses. The impartiality
of the Mission shall be demonstrated at all times."381

The Mission submitted a report382 on its inquiry to
the Assembly, which, at its 1280th meeting, on
13 December 1963, decided not to continue consider-
ation of the item.

8. MISCELLANEOUS ACTIONS

133. By resolutions 772 B (XXX) and 888 F
(XXXIV), the Economic and Social Council invited
Members of the United Nations and the specialized
agencies to favour the formation of and give en-
couragement to national advisory committees on
human rights.

375 G A resolutions 1573 (XV) and 1724 (XVI).
376 G A resolution 2022 (XX).
377 G A resolution 2023 (XX).
378 G A resolution 2107 (XX).
379 G A resolutions 2022 (XX) and 2074 (XX).
380 G A (XVIII), Plen., 1234th mtg., para. 83.
381 G A (XVIII), Annexes, a. i. 77, A/5630, annex II,

rule 13.
382 Ibid., A/5630.
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134. In connexion with the celebration of the
fifteenth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, a Special Committee was set up by
the Secretary-General at the request of the General
Assembly383 and the Council declared 10 December
1963 as the fifteenth anniversary.384 Subsequently,
the year 1968, the twentieth anniversary of the
Universal Declaration, was designated as "Inter-
national Year for Human Rights".385 At its twentieth
session, the General Assembly, on the basis of the
drafts submitted by the Council,386 adopted resolution
2081 (XX) in which it urged Member States to take
additional steps in preparation for the International
Year for Human Rights. Noting the interim pro-
gramme of measures and activities to be undertaken
in connexion with the International Year for Human
Rights, prepared at its request387 by the Commission
•on Human Rights, the General Assembly com-
mended the programme to States and various bodies
and organizations, called upon them to intensify
their efforts and undertakings in the field of human
rights in 1968, invited States concerned to ratify
before 1968 the Conventions already concluded in
that field and decided to hasten the conclusion of
other draft conventions in the field. It further decided
to convene in 1968 an International Conference on
Human Rights and invited the Commission on the
Status of Women to participate and co-operate at
«very stage in the preparatory work for the Inter-
national Year for Human Rights. At its forty-first
session, the Economic and Social Council, recom-
mended to the General Assembly a draft resolution
containing specific recommendations on the manner
of observing 1968 as the International Year for
Human Rights.388

135. At its twentieth session, the General As-
sembly, on the basis of the report prepared at its
request by the Commission on Human Rights,389

adopted resolution 2027 (XX) on measures to
accelerate the promotion of respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms. It urged all
Governments to make special efforts during the
United Nations Development Decade to promote
respect for and observance of human rights and
fundamental freedoms, invited them to include in
their plans for economic and social development
measures to that end, and called upon the technical
assistance authorities of the United Nations and the
specialized agencies to give all possible assistance
towards achieving progress in the field of human
rights.
136. Following on its resolution 1314 (XIII),
the Assembly had established a Commission to
conduct a survey and requested it to report to the

383 G A resolution 1775 (XVII).
384 E S G resolution 940 (XXXV).
385 G A resolution 1961 (XVIII).
386 E S C resolutions 1015 E (XXXVII) and 1074 E

{XXXIX).
387 G A resolution 1961 (XVIII).
388 E S C resolution 1160 (XLI), adopted by the General

Assembly, with some verbal charges and one additional para-
graph, as its resolution 2217 A (XXI).

389 G A resolution 1776 (XVII) and E S C resolution 958 D,
J (XXXVI).

Economic and Social Council on the status of the
permanent sovereignty of peoples and nations over
their natural wealth and resources.390 In its resolution
1515 (XV), the Assembly recommended that the
sovereign right of every State to dispose of its wealth
and its natural resources should be respected. In
resolution 1803 (XVII), the Assembly set out the
principles governing the exercise of the right of
peoples and nations to sovereignty over their natural
wealth and resources; the exploration, development
and disposition of such resources; their national-
ization, expropriation or requisitioning, and the re-
lated aspects of international co-operation. The
Assembly also declared that violation of the right of
peoples and nations to sovereignty over their natural
resources was contrary to the spirit and principles
of the Charter.

B. Analytical Summary of Practice

**1. THE QUESTION OF THE MEANING OF THE PHRASE
"RESPECT FOR, AND OBSERVANCE op"391

2. THE QUESTION OF THE MEANING OF THE TERM
"HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS"

**a. General remarks

b. Rights and freedoms proclaimed as human rights and
fundamental freedoms in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights

(i) General provisions

137. Article 2 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights was quoted in part by the General
Assembly in the Declaration on the Rights of the
Child.392

138. At its fifteenth session, the General As-
sembly in its resolution 1510 (XV) resolutely con-
demned all manifestations and practices of racial,
religious and national hatred in the political, eco-
nomic, social, educational and cultural spheres of
the life of society as violations of the Charter and of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and called
upon all States to take all necessary measures to
prevent such manifestations.393

139. By resolution 1904 (XVIII),394 the General
Assembly proclaimed the United Nations Declar-
ation on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination, Article 1 of which read as follows:

"Discrimination between human beings on the
ground of race, colour or ethnic origin is an
offence to human dignity and shall be condemned
as a denial of the principles of the Charter of the
United Nations, as a violation of human rights
and fundamental freedoms proclaimed in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as an

390 See Repertory Supplement No. 2, under Article 55, para. 82
and para. 58 above.

391 See para. 112 above.
392 G A resolution 1386 (XIV).
393 See also paras. 174 and 175 below.
394 Based on a draft declaration prepared by the Commission

on Human Rights. See E S C resolution 958 E (XXXVI).
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obstacle to friendly and peaceful relations among
nations and as a fact capable of disturbing peace
and security among peoples."

The Declaration addresses itself to States as well
as institutions, groups and individuals. It elaborates
on the provisions of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and covers in several respects situ-
ations which are not dealt with in the Universal
Declaration.
140. Other articles of the Declaration provide,
inter alia, that particular efforts shall be made to
prevent discrimination based on race, colour or
ethnic origin, especially in the fields of civil rights,
access to citizenship, education, religion, employment,
occupation and housing; that everyone shall have
equal access to any place or facility intended for use
by the general public; that all States shall take
effective measures to revise governmental and other
public policies and to rescind laws and regulations
which have the effect of creating and perpetuating
racial discrimination ; that all racist propaganda and
organizations shall be severely condemned and that
all incitement to or acts of violence against any race
or group of persons of another colour or ethnic
origin shall be considered an offence against society
and punishable under law; and that the United
Nations, the specialized agencies, States and non-
governmental organizations shall do all in their
power to promote energetic action to make possible
the abolition of all forms of racial discrimination.
141. On the basis of a draft resolution submitted
by the Council,395 the General Assembly adopted
resolution 2017 (XX) containing recommendations
to all States on implementing the United Nations
Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination. It also recommended that
a seminar be held on this question and requested
the Council to invite the Commission on Human
Rights and the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities to
recommend any further measures which could be
undertaken with a view to eliminating all forms of
racial discrimination. In response to this request,
the Economic and Social Council submitted to the
General Assembly in its resolution 1146 (XLI)
a draft resolution396 on implementing the Declar-
ation. The Council also made arrangements for its
own consideration of measures to implement the
Declaration and for relevant material on the subject
to be submitted to the General Assembly and the
Council by the Secretary-General.
142. In connexion with General Assembly re-
solutions 2022 (XX) and 2074 (XX) condemning
the policies of racial discrimination and segregation
practised in Southern Rhodesia and the policies of
apartheid and racial discrimination practised by the
Government of South Africa in South West Africa,
the Economic and Social Council, at its fortieth ses-
sion, invited the Commission on Human Rights to
consider, as a matter of urgency, the question of the
violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms,

395 E S G resolutions 1016 (XXXVII).
396 Adopted by the General Assembly in modified form as

its resolution 2142 (XXI).

including policies of racial discrimination, segre-
gation and apartheid in all countries.397 At its forty-
first session, the Council concurred in the Commis-
sion's view that it would be necessary for the latter
to consider fully means of obtaining more infor-
mation on violations of human rights, with a view
to devising recommendations for measures to put
a stop to them.398 The Council also condemned
violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms
wherever they occurred and recommended to the
General Assembly a draft resolution on the question
of such violations, including policies of racial discri-
mination, segregation and apartheid in all countries,
with particular reference to colonial and other
dependent countries and territories.399

143. At its twentieth session, the General As-
sembly adopted and opened for signature and rati-
fication the International Convention on the Elim-
ination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination.400

In article 2 of the Convention, States Parties con-
demn racial discrimination and undertake to pursue
by all appropriate means and without delay a policy
of eliminating it in all its forms. Each State Party
undertakes, inter alia, to amend, rescind or nullify
any laws and regulations which have the effect of
creating or perpetuating racial discrimination wher-
ever it exists. States Parties undertake not only not
to engage in any act or practice of racial discri-
mination themselves, but also to prohibit and bring
to an end by all appropriate means, including
legislation, as required by circumstances, racial
discrimination by any persons, group or organiza-
tion. The Convention provides that when the cir-
cumstances so warrant States Parties shall take
special and concrete measures to ensure the ad-
equate development and protection of certain racial
groups or individuals and their full and equal en-
joyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms.
144. States Parties also undertake (article 4)
to adopt immediate and positive measures designed
to eradicate all incitement to or acts of racial discri-
mination. To this end the States Parties undertake to
declare an offence punishable by law all dissemi-
nation of ideas based on racial superiority or hatred,
incitement to racial discrimination, as well as all
acts of violence or incitement to such acts against
any race or group of persons of another colour or
ethnic origin. They further undertake to declare
illegal and prohibit organizations and propaganda
activities which promote and incite racial discri-
mination, and to recognize participation in such
organizations or activities as an offence punishable
by law. Article 5 of the Convention contains a list
of rights and freedoms in the enjoyment of which
racial discrimination shall be prohibited and elim-
inated. In addition to the rights set forth in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, it also
lists some rights on which the Universal Declaration
does not contain any express provisions, such as the

397 E S C resolution 1102 (XL).
398 E S C resolution 1164 (XLI).
399 This draft, in modified form, was adopted by the General

Assembly at its twenty-first session as its resolution 2144 A
(XXI).

400 G A resolution 2106 A (XX).
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right to inherit and the right of access to any place
or service intended for use by the general public, such
as transport, hotels, restaurants, cafés, theatres and
parks. Article 5 specifically lists among the rights in
which discrimination is prohibited, the right to work,
the right to form and join trade unions and the right
to housing.
145. The Convention provides comprehensive
measures for its implementation (articles 8 to 16),
including the establishment of a Committee on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination and an ad hoc
Conciliation Commission. The Committee's tasks
are to consider reports on the legislative, judicial,
administrative or other measures which States
Parties have adopted and which give effect to the
provisions of the Convention; to make suggestions
and general recommendations based on the exam-
ination of the reports and information received
from the States Parties; to perform functions with
a view to settling disputes among States Parties
concerning the application of the Convention; to
receive and consider communications from indi-
viduals or groups of individuals within the juris-
diction of States Parties which have recognized the
competence of the Committee; and to forward
suggestions and recommendations, if any, in regard
to such communications to the State concerned and
to the petitioner. The Committee is also to co-
operate with various United Nations bodies in regard
to petitions from the inhabitants of non-independent
territories and is called upon to report annually to
the General Assembly. The functions of the ad hoc
Conciliation Commission are to make available its
good offices to States Parties in disputes concerning
the application of the Convention with a view to an
amicable solution on the basis of respect for the Con-
vention. The ad hoc Conciliation Commission is
called upon to prepare a report embodying its
findings on all questions of fact relevant to the issue
between the parties and containing such recommen-
dations as it may think proper for the amicable
solution of the dispute and submit it to the Chairman
of the Committee. The Chairman of the Committee
shall communicate the Commission's report to each
of the States Parties to the dispute and, eventually,
to the other States Parties to the Convention.
146. The General Assembly, during the period
under review, also resolutely condemned the policy
and practice of racial discrimination in Non-Self-
Governing Territories.401

147. At its eighteenth session, the General
Assembly requested the Economic and Social Council
to invite the Commission on the Status of Women
"to prepare a draft declaration on the elimination
of discrimination against women".402 The draft was
transmitted by the Council to the General Assembly
with its resolution 1131 (XLI).

(ii) Civil and political rights

148. The Economic and Social Council urged
401 See G A resolution 1514 (XV) entitled "Declaration on

the granting of independence to colonial countries and peoples",
and resolutions 1698 (XVI) and 1850 (XVII). See also this
Supplement under Article 73.

402 G A resolution 1921 (XVIII).

all States to continue and, if necessary, intensify
their educational efforts to eliminate all discrimi-
nation in the matter of political rights.403 It requested
the Secretary-General to print and circulate the
study404 on such discrimination prepared by the
Special Rapporteur and submitted to the Sub-
Commission of Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities.

(a) Rights relating to the freedom and integrity of the
person

149. With respect to slavery, the Economic and
Social Council, recalling article 4 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, requested the Secre-
tary-General to appoint a special rapporteur on
slavery to bring the Engen report405 up to date by
collating information on slavery from specified
sources and to formulate with the special rapporteur
a questionnaire for circulation to Member States,
the specialized agencies and interested non-govern-
mental organizations in consultative status with the
Council, with the object of putting full information
on slavery at the disposal of the special rapporteur.406

150. The Council, in its resolution 934 (XXXV),
urged States Members to keep under review, and to
conduct research wherever necessary, with United
Nations assistance, into the efficacy of capital pun-
ishment as a deterrent to crime in their countries;
to review the types of crime to which capital pun-
ishment was in fact applied, and to remove that
punishment from the criminal law concerning any
crime to which it was not in fact applied nor intended
to be applied ; to broaden studies already made with
a view to include in them some consideration of the
differences between civil and military tribunals and
the policy of the latter in regard to the death pen-
alty; to re-examine the facilities available for the
medical and social investigation of the case of every
offender liable to capital punishment; to ensure the
most careful legal procedures and the greatest pos-
sible safeguards for the accused in capital cases in
countries where the death penalty obtained ; to study
the report on capital punishment as well as the
comments of the ad hoc Advisory Committee of Ex-
perts on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment
of Offenders and to inform the Secretary-General of
any new developments in the law and practice in
their countries concerning the death penalty; and
to provide information on their legislation and
military penal jurisdiction, especially in connexion
with any difference which might exist as compared
with their ordinary penal legislation regarding the
application of capital punishment. The General
Assembly, by resolution 1918 (XVIII), after noting
the Economic and Social Council's resolution 747
(XXIX) concerning the procedure for the study of
the question of capital punishment and having en-
dorsed the action of the Council in its resolution 934
(XXXV), requested the Council to invite the Com-
mission on Human Rights to study the matter further

403 E S C resolution 888 C (XXXIV).
104 E/CN 4/Sub. 2/213 (mimeographed).
405 E/2673 (mimeographed).
406 E S C resolution 960 (XXXVI).
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and make such recommendations as it deemed
appropriate.

**(b) Rights relating to recognition before the law and
the protection of the law

(c) Rights relating to remedies in connexion with
violations of rights and to civil procedure

151. The Council at its thirty-sixth session appro-
ved the decision of the Sub-Commission on Prevention
of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities to
undertake a study of equality in the administration
of justice, in accordance with article 10 of the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights.407

(d) Rights relating to criminal offences

152. At its thirty-ninth session, the Economic and
Social Council made recommendations to all States
concerning the apprehension and punishment of
war criminals and of persons who had committed
crimes against humanity, and invited eligible States
to accede to the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide of 9 December
1948.408 At its forty-first session, the Council urged
all States to take any measures necessary to prevent
the application of statutory limitations to war crimes
and crimes against humanity, and to take other
relevant action as necessary. The Commission on
Human Rights was invited to prepare a draft con-
vention to the effect that no statutory limitation
should apply to war crimes and crimes against hu-
manity, regardless of when they were committed.409

**(e) Rights relating to privacy and to honour and
reputation

* * (f ) Freedom of movement and residence

(g) Rights of asylum and related rights

153. The Economic and Social Council, in its
resolution 772 E (XXX), transmitted to the General
Assembly a draft declaration on the right of asylum,
prepared by the Commission on Human Rights.410

154. By urging States to continue their efforts
to ensure that the criminals responsible for war
crimes and crimes against humanity were traced,
apprehended and punished by the courts, the Econ-
omic and Social Council in effect denied them the
right of asylum.411

155. The General Assembly, at its fourteenth
session, invited States Members of the United Na-
tions and members of the specialized agencies, on
the occasion of the World Refugee Year, to consider
improving the legal status of refugees living on, or
to be admitted to, their territory by, inter alia,
acceding to the Convention relating to the Status
of Refugees.412

407 E S G resolution 958 C (XXXVI).
408 E S C resolution 1074 D (XXXIX).
409 E S C resolution 1158 (XLI).
410 The General Assembly was unable to complete its

consideration of the draft declaration during the period under
review. See G A resolution 2100 (XX).

411 E S C resolution 1074 D (XXXIX). See also E S C
resolution 1158 (XLI) and Repertory, vol. Ill, under Article 55,
para. 182.

**(h) The right to a nationality

(i) Rights relating to marriage and the family*13

156. At its seventeenth session, the General
Assembly opened for signature and ratification the
Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age
for Marriage and Registration of Marriages,414 pre-
pared by the Commission on the Status of Women
and transmitted to the General Assembly by the
Economic and Social Council.415 Under the Con-
vention full and free consent is required of both
parties to a marriage, expressed by them in person
after due publicity and in the presence of the com-
petent authority and of witnesses. The States Parties
shall take legislative action to specify a minimum age
for marriage and have all marriages registered by
the competent authority. By resolution 2018 (XX)
the General Assembly, again on the basis of a draft
prepared by the Commission on the Status of Women
and transmitted by the Economic and Social Coun-
cil,416 adopted a Recommendation on Consent to
Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage and Regis-
tration of Marriages. The Assembly, after recalling
Articles 13 (1) (b) and 64 of the Charter, and
article 16 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, recommended to Member States the adoption
of legislation or other measures to give effect to the
principles set forth in the Recommendation on the
full and free consent of both parties to a marriage,
on marriage by proxy when the competent author-
ities are satisfied of the consent by each party, on
specifying a minimum age for marriage and on the
registration of marriages. Regular reports by Member
States on their law and practice in the matter are
called for and the Commission on the Status of
Women is invited to examine those reports and to
report thereon to the Council with such recommen-
dations as it may deem fitting.417

157. At its thirtieth session, the Council expressed
the hope that the Governments concerned would
continue and accelerate their efforts for the complete
abolition of operations based on customs, performed
on women and girls, and take advantage of all
available and appropriate services of the United
Nations and of the specialized agencies.418

158. At its thirty-fourth session, the Council re-
commended that Member States and members oî
the specialized agencies take all possible measures
to ensure equality of inheritance rights of men and
women including equal shares in the estate to men
and women in the same degree of relationship and
equal rank in the order of succession.419 Referring
to article 16 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the Council recommended that Member
States take all possible measures to ensure equality

412 G A resolution 1388 (XIV).
413 See also para. 164 below.
414 G A resolution 1763 A (XVII).
415 E S C resolution 821 III, A (XXXII).
416 E S C resolution 961 H (XXXVI). See also 821 III, B

(XXXII).
417 G A resolution 2018 (XX).
418 E S C resolution 771 D (XXX). See also Repertory Sup-

plement No. 2, vol. Ill, under Article 55, para. 105.
419 E S C resolution 884 D (XXXIV).
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of rights between men and women in the event of
dissolution or annulment of marriage or of judicial
separation, and recommended the principles for
ensuring such equality.420

(j) The right to own property

159. By resolution 884 D (XXXIV), the Econ-
omic and Social Council recommended that States
Members of the United Nations and members of the
specialized agencies take measures, as indicated, to
ensure equality of inheritance rights of men and
women.

160. By resolution 1803 (XVII), the General
Assembly stated a set of principles relating to per-
manent sovereignty over natural resources.421

(k) Freedom of thought, conscience and religion

161. By resolution 1781 (XVII), the General
Assembly requested the Council to ask the Commis-
sion on Human Rights to prepare (a) a draft de-
claration on the elimination of all forms of religious
intolerance, and (b} a draft international convention
on the elimination of all forms of religious intolerance.
The Council, at its thirty-seventh session,422 suggested
to the General Assembly that it decide on the course
to be followed with respect to the draft declaration,
which the Commission had been unable to study
and approve for lack of time. The General Assembly,
by its resolution 2022 (XX), requested the Council
to invite the Commission to make every effort to
complete the drafts of both the Declaration and the
International Convention in time for their submission
to the Assembly at its twenty-first session.

(1) Freedom of opinion and expression

162. At its twenty-ninth session, the Economic
and Social Council by resolution 756 (XXIX)
transmitted to the General Assembly for its con-
sideration the draft Declaration on Freedom of
Information with the hope that it would assist the
General Assembly in the completion of its work in
that field.423

163. At its fifteenth session, the General Assembly
invited Governments, non-governmental organiza-
tions and individuals to encourage the free and un-
restricted exchange, between young people from
different countries, of ideas and opinions capable
of promoting the ideals of peace, mutual respect and
understanding among peoples.424

**(m) Freedom of peaceful assembly and association

(n) The right to take part in the government, the right
to access to public service and rights relating to the
will of the people

164. At its thirtieth session, the Economic and
Social Council referring to article 21 of the Universal

420 E S G resolution 1068 F (XXXIX).
421 See para. 136 above.
422 E S G resolution 1015 C (XXXVII).
423 The General Assembly was not able to complete its

consideration of that draft Declaration or of the draft Conven-
tion on Freedom of Information during the period under review.
See G A resolution 2061 (XX).

424 G A resolution 1572 (XV).

Declaration of Human Rights, stating that everyone
has the right to take part in the government of his
country and the right of equal access to public ser-
vice in his country; to article 16, concerning the
right to marry and to found a family; and to article
23, concerning the right to work and to free choice
of employment, recommended that Member States
and members of the specialized agencies remove
legal and other obstacles impeding the access of
married women to public services and functions and
the exercise by them of such functions.425 At its
thirty-sixth session, the Council drew the attention
of States members of the regional economic com-
missions to the desirability of appointing women to
serve as delegates, advisers or experts on the various,
committees of these commissions.426 Also at its thirty-
sixth session, the Council drew the attention of States
Members of the United Nations to the desirability
of ensuring that women have equal opportunities
with men of representing their country at interna-
tional conferences.427 The General Assembly, at its
eighteenth session, made recommendations428 on the
desirability of women playing their full part, on
equal terms with men, in the formulation and ex-
ecution of economic and social development plans.

(iii) Economic, social and cultural rights

(a) Economic, social and cultural rights in general

165. At its thirty-second429 session, the Economic
and Social Council called the attention of Member
States to the need to provide for equal treatment of
men and women in respect to taxation of earned
income and indicated the manner in which this could
be accomplished.

(b) Rights relating to work*30

166. At its thirty-second session, the Economic
and Social Council recommended that States Mem-
bers of the United Nations and members of the spe-
cialized agencies expand employment opportunities
for women and take measures to eliminate restrictions
on the right of women to work in conformity with the
principles laid down in the International Labour
Organisation's Convention No. I l l , and invited
the ILO to consider certain aspects of discrimination
against women in respect of employment and occu-
pation.431

167. By resolution 884 B (XXXIV), the Council
called upon Member States to take certain measures
designed to apply and promote the principle of
equal pay for equal work and called upon the ILO
to continue to bear in mind this principle; it also
expressed the hope that national and international
non-governmental organizations in consultative sta-
tus with the Council would continue to work to-
wards the application of the principle.

425 E S G resolution 771 B (XXX).
426 E S C resolution 961 G (XXXVI).
427 E S G resolution 961 I (XXXVI).
428 G A resolution 1920 (XVIII).
429 E S C resolution 821 IV, C (XXXII).
430 See also para. 164 above.
431 E S C resolution 821 IV, A (XXXII). See also E S G

resolution 961 E (XXXVI).
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**(c) Rights relating to the standard of living and
social security

(d) Rights relating to motherhood and childhood
168. At its fourteenth session, the General
Assembly proclaimed the Declaration of the Rights
of the Child "to the end that he may have a happy
childhood and enjoy for his own good and for the
good of society the rights and freedoms" set forth
in that Declaration432 and arranged for publicity to
be given to it.433 It also considered, as one of the
reasons for Governments to contribute generously
to the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF),
the fact that the aid provided through UNICEF
constituted a practical way of international co-
operation to help countries carry out the aims pro-
claimed in the Declaration.434

169. Recalling that Declaration, the Economic
and Social Council recommended, at its thirty-
fourth session, that States Members of the United
Nations take account of the needs of children and
youth in the planning and administration of various
social programmes, give due importance to their
own programmes for children and youth in working
towards the objectives of the United Nations De-
velopment Decade and in allocating their resources,
take full advantage of advice and assistance from
UNICEF and consider the establishment and
maintenance in their countries of machinery or
procedures for the co-ordination of national and
international programmes on behalf of children and
youth.435

(e) The right to education
170. The Economic and Social Council re-
quested the Secretary-General, in its resolution
961 C (XXXVI), to prepare, publish and arrange
for wide distribution of a pamphlet on civic and
political education of women, and at its thirty-ninth
session made recommendations436 to Member States
on the organization of national and local seminars
on the participation of women in public affairs.
171. At its thirtieth session, the Council addressed
itself to States Members of the United Nations and
members of the specialized agencies, to UNESCO
and the other specialized agencies concerned, to
non-governmental organizations in consultative sta-
tus with the Council and to professional institutions,
on promoting the access of women to out-of-school
education.437

172. By resolution 821 V, A (XXXII), the
Council called upon the educational authorities in
States Members of the United Nations and members
of the specialized agencies to ensure, in law and in
fact, a series of measures designed to provide access
for women to the teaching profession and also re-
commended measures against discrimination in
•education and for solving problems of illiteracy

432 G A resolution 1386 (XIV).
433 G A resolution 1387 (XIV).
434 G A resolution 1391 (XIV).
435 E S C resolution 918 (XXXIV).
436 E S C resolution 1067 A (XXXIX).
™ E S C resolution 771 G (XXX).

among women. The Council invited UNESCO
and the other specialized agencies concerned to
continue work in that field. At its thirty-ninth session,
the Council recommended that Member States give
a prominent place to programmes for women in
planning their national literacy programmes and
UNESCO was invited to undertake certain activities
in that connexion.438

173. Recommendations were also made by the
Council to States Members of the United Nations
and members of the specialized agencies concerning
access of girls and women to elementary education,439

access of girls and women to the various forms of
secondary and higher education,440 a rapid and sub-
stantial improvement of the vocational preparation,
guidance and training of girls and women,441 and
priority to programmes and activities directed to-
wards the development of education and vocational
training for girls and women in rural ares.442 As in
the other recommendations in those fields, the
Council invited co-operation and action from
UNESCO and, where appropriate, from the ILO,
and from non-governmental organizations in con-
sultative status with the Council.
174. At its seventeenth session, the General
Assembly, acting on the recommendation of the Econ-
omic and Social Council,443 invited all States, the
specialized agencies and non-governmental organ-
izations to continue to make sustained efforts tc
educate public opinion towards the eradication oJ
racial prejudice and national and religious intoler-
ance and to take appropriate measures so thai
education could be directed with due regard, intei
alia, to article 26 of the Universal Declaration oi
Human Rights. The Assembly also called upon al.
States to rescind discriminatory laws in that area
to adopt laws if necessary and measures against such
prejudice and intolerance and to discourage, through
education and all media of information, the creation
propagation and dissemination of such prejudic<
and intolerance.
175. By resolution 2037 (XX), the Genera
Assembly proclaimed a Declaration on the Pro
motion among Youth of the Ideals of Peace, Mutua
Respect and Understanding between Peoples. Afte
recalling and reaffirming the relevant United Na
tions instruments, including the Charter and th<
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Gen
eral Assembly called upon Governments, non
governmental organizations and youth movements t<
recognize six principles and to ensure their obser
vance. The principles stressed, inter alia, that youni
people should be brought up in the spirit of peace
justice, freedom, mutual respect and understanding
that all means of education, including as of majo
importance parental guidance, should foster amoni

438 E S C resolution 1068 H (XXXIX).
439 E S C resolution 884 C (XXXIV).
440 E S C resolution 1068 I (XXXIX).
441 E S C resolution 771 E (XXX).
442 E S C resolution 961 D (XXXVI).
443 The draft resolution contained in E S C resolution 82

B (XXXII) was adopted by the General Assembly with som
verbal Charges as its resolution 1779 (XVII).
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the young the ideals of peace, humanity, liberty and
international solidarity, and acquaint them with the
role entrusted to the United Nations in the pursuit
of those ideals ; that young people should be brought
up in the knowledge of the dignity and equality
of all men, without distinction of any kind; that
exchanges, travel, tourism and similar activities
should be encouraged ; that national and international
youth associations should be encouraged to promote
the purposes of the United Nations ; and that a major
aim in educating the young should be to develop
all their faculties and to train them to acquire higher
moral qualities and to be imbued with respect and
love for humanity and its creative achievements.

**(f) Rights relating to cultural life, the arts and
scientific advancement

**(g) Rights to protection of scientific, literary or artistic
production

c. The question of the relation of rights and freedoms, other
than those proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, to the concept of "human rights and

fundamental freedoms'1''
**, The right of petition

(ii) The right of peoples and nations to self-determination***

176. At its sixteenth session, the General Assembly
resolutely condemned the policy and practice of
racial discrimination and segregation in Non-Self-
Governing Territories and made recommendations
on this subject to the Administering Members.445

177. In its Declaration on the Inadmissibility of
Intervention in the Domestic Affairs of States and
the Protection of Their Independence and Sove-
reignty,446 the General Assembly solemnly declared,
inter alia, that

"All States shall respect the right of self-determ-
ination and independence of peoples and na-
tions, to be freely exercised without any foreign
pressure, and with absolute respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms. Consequently,
all States shall contribute to the complete elim-
ination of racial discrimination and colonialism
in all its forms and manifestations."

444 See also this Supplement under Article 1 (2) and Article
76, particularly on the Declaration on the Granting of Inde-
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, contained in G A
resolution 1514 (XV).

445 G A resolution 1698 (XVI). See also this Supplement
under Article 73.

446 G A resolution 2131 (XX).

178. During the period under review, the General
Assembly intensified its efforts to ensure the inde-
pendence of States and the right of peoples to self-
determination. In resolution 1514 (XV), it adopted
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and solemnly
proclaimed the necessity of bringing to a speedy and
unconditional end colonialism in all its forms and
manifestations. The Declaration also called on all
States to observe faithfully and strictly the provisions
contained therein and those of the Charter, and the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. In later
resolutions, the Assembly made arrangements for
the implementation of the Declaration.447

**(iii) Rights oj minorities

** (iv) Other rights

3. THE QUESTION OF THE MEANING OF THE EXPRESSION
"FOR ALL WITHOUT DISTINCTION AS TO RAGE, SEX,
LANGUAGE, OR RELIGION"

179. On 21 December 1965, the General As-
sembly adopted and opened for signature and ra-
tification the International Convention on the Elim-
ination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
annexed to its resolution 2106 A (XX).448 Article 1,
paragraph 1 states that "In this Convention, the
term 'racial discrimination' shall mean any distinction
exclusion, restriction or preference based on race,
colour, .descent, or national or ethnic origin which
has the purpose or effect of nullifying or impairing
the recognition, enjoyment or exercise, on an equal
footing, of human rights and fundamental freedoms
in the political, economic, social, cultural or any
other field of public life." Paragraphs 2 to 4 make
restrictions on that definition with respect to non-
citizens; the legal provisions of States Parties con-
cerning nationality, citizenship or naturalization,
provided such provisions do not discriminate against
any particular nationality; and special measures
taken under circumstances specified in the article,
for the advancement of certain racial or ethnic
groups or individuals.

**4. THE QUESTION OF THE MEANING OF THE TERM
"UNIVERSAL"; THE TERRITORIAL SCOPE OF THE
PROVISIONS RELATING TO HUMAN RIGHTS449

447 G A resolutions 1654 (XVI), 1810 (XVII) and 1956
(XVIII). See also this Supplement under Article 1 (2).

448 See also paras. 143—145 above.
449 The practice has continued as before. See Repertory,

vol. Ill, under Article 55, paras. 241—248.




