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ARTICLE 86

TEXT OF ARTICLE 86

1. The Trusteeship Council shall consist of the following Members of
the United Nations:

a. those Members administering trust territories;
b. such of those Members mentioned by name in Article 23 as are not

administering trust territories; and
c. as many other Members elected for three-year terms by the General

Assembly as may be necessary to ensure that the total number of members of the
Trusteeship Council is equally divided between those Members of the United
Nations which administer trust territories and those which do not.

2. Each member of the Trusteeship Council shall designate one specially
qualified person to represent in therein.

INTRODUCTORY NOTE

1. The material contained in this study has been set out under the headings
used in the previous Supplement.1

2. Section A records the elections held by the General Assembly of members
of the Trusteeship Council for three-year terms in accordance with Article 86(1).
It also contains material relating to the imbalance of membership in the Trusteeship
Council between administering and non-administering members which occurred
during part of 1960, during 1961 and during part of 1962 caused by the withdrawal,
from the Council of two Administering Authorities on the attainment of indepen-
dence of the Trust Territories under their administration and the change in status
of one permanent member from that of an administering member to a non-admin-
istering member.

3. Section B deals with the participation, without vote, in the work of the
Trusteeship Council of Member States which were not members of the Council.

4. Section C relates to the participation of representatives of the indigenous
populations in the work of the Trusteeship Council.

5. Section D concerns the verification of the composition of the Trusteeship
Council.

6. There is no additional decision to record under section E entitled "Qualifi-
cations of representatives of members".

1 Repertory Supplement No. 2, vol. Ill, under Article 86.

I. GENERAL SURVEY

7. During the period under review three members
of the Trusteeship Council, France, Italy and Belgium,
ceased to be Administering Authorities on the attain-
ment of independence by the Trust Territories under
their administration. France ceased to be an adminis-
tering member of the Trusteeship Council on 27 April
1960 but remained a member by virtue of Article 86 (1) b.
Italy withdrew from the Council on 1 July 1960, and
Belgium on 1 July 1962.

8. The change in the composition of the Council in
1960 was anticipated at the fourteenth session of the
General Assembly when two members were due to be
elected to replace two members whose three-year
terms of office were to expire on 31 December 1959.
Prior to the elections, two draft resolutions were sub-
mitted but not adopted, with the objective of redressing
the anticipated imbalance and the Assembly proceeded
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216 Chapter XIII. The Trusteeship Council

to elect two members for three-year terms. As a result,
parity of membership between administering and non-
administering members was not maintained after
27 April 1960. The Assembly further decided, at its
fifteenth session, that the composition of the Trusteeship
Council should continue as constituted until
31 December 1961.
9. On 31 December 1961, the terms of three elected
members expired and parity of membership was restored.
The withdrawal of Belgium from the Council on 1 July
1962, however, again resulted in an imbalance of
membership, which continued until 31 December 1962.

10. On 31 December 1962, the terms of two elected
members expired and the General Assembly, at its
seventeenth session, elected one member for a three-
year term and parity was thereby restored. At its
twentieth session, the Assembly again elected one
member to serve on the Council for a three-year term.

11. Membership of the subsidiary bodies of the
Council continued to be composed equally of adminis-
tering and non-administering members of the Council.

12. Until 1 July 1960 when Somaliland became
independent, the States which were members of the
United Nations Advisory Council for the Trust Terri-

tory of Somaliland under Italian administration conti-
nued, by virtue of article 11 of the Trusteeship Agree-
ment for the Territory, to participate without vote
in the deliberations of the Trusteeship Council on
questions relating to the Territory. They also partici-
pated in the Standing Committee on Petitions when
the latter examined petitions concerning Somaliland.
During the period under review there were no other
instances in which States Members of the United
Nations which were not members of the Trusteeship
Council participated in its work.
13. During the period under review, representatives
of the indigenous populations of some Trust Territories
were included in the delegations of the Administering
Authorities concerned. The Council also continued
to grant oral hearings to petitioners from the Trust
Territories, and visiting missions continued to report
to the Council on the main trends of public opinion in
the Trust Territories visited.
14. The Trusteeship Council continued to take
action on the reports of the Secretary-General
concerning the credentials of members as a whole
rather than to consider the credentials of each member
separately. The question of the representation of
China continued to be raised in that connexion.

II. ANALYTICAL SUMMARY OF PRACTICE

A. Parity of membership between administering and
non-administering Members of the United Nations

15. Elections of members of the Trusteeship Council
to fill vacancies caused by the expiration of the three-
year terms of office were held by the General Assembly
at its fourteenth, seventeenth and twentieth sessions.
16. As previously explained,2 the General Assembly
at its thirteenth session elected Paraguay and re-elected
Burma and the United Arab Republic for further
terms of three years. The composition of the
Trusteeship Council during 1959 was, therefore, as
follows:

Members administering
Trust Territories

Australia
Belgium
France
Italy
New Zealand
United Kingdom
United States

Members not administering Trust Territories

Members mentioned
by name in Article 23 . . . , , , , „ ,
of the Charter but Members elected by the General
not administering Assembly with date of retirement

Trust Territories

China
USSR

Haiti
India
Burma
Paraguay
United Arab

Republic 31 Dec. 1961

31 Dec. 1959
31 Dec. 1959
31 Dec. 1961
31 Dec. 1961

17. Since the terms of office of Haiti and India were
to expire on 31 December 1959, the election of two
members of the Trusteeship Council was included in the
agenda of the fourteenth session of the General
Assembly.

18. At that session and prior to consideration of the
item, decisions were taken by the General Assembly
which anticipated that Togoland under French admin-
istration would become independent on 27 April 1960
and Somaliland under Italian administration on 1 July
I960.3 It may also be noted that at the thirteenth session
it had been anticipated that the Cameroons under
French administration would become independent on
1 January I960.4

19. With the attainment of independence by Togo-
land, France would no longer administer any Trust
Territories and would therefore cease to be an Admin-
istering Authority. It would, however, retain member-
ship on the Trusteeship Council by virtue of
Article 86 (1) b. Italy would cease to be a member
of the Council when Somaliland became independent
on 1 July 1960. Consequently, if the General Assembly
elected two members of the Trusteeship Council to
serve for three-year terms, parity between administering
and non-administering members would no longer obtain
from 27 April 1960, as the Council would then be
composed of six administering and eight non-adminis-
tering members. On 1 July 1960, when Italy ceased
to be a member, the Council would be composed of five
administering and eight non-administering members.
20. In the circumstances, the question arose whether
the General Assembly should take decisions at its
fourteenth session to redress the anticipated imbalance
that would occur in the composition of the Trusteeship

2 See Repertory Supplement No. 2, vol. Ill, under Article 86,
para. 6.

3 G A resolutions 1416 (XIV) and 1418 (XIV), respectively.
For further details see this Supplement under Article 76.

4 G A resolution 1349 (XIII). For further details see this
Supplement under Article 76.
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Council in 1960 and if in the affirmative, how; or,
whether it should proceed with the elections as scheduled
and resolve any imbalance of composition that might
occur in 1960 at its fifteenth session.5

21. Two draft resolutions were submitted by
representatives who considered that the General
Assembly should not postpone action until the fifteenth
session.
22. By the first draft resolution considered 6 the
General Assembly would decide to elect two members
of the Trusteeship Council in accordance with Article 86;
but on the date France ceased to be an administering
member (although remaining a member under
Article 86 (1) b, two of the elected members would cease
to be members; and on the date Italy ceased to be a
member of the Trusteeship Council, a third elected
member would cease to be a member of the Council.
In the absence of voluntary resignations by elected
members, the Council would draw lots on 27 April
and 1 July to determine which elected members would
cease to be members of the Council.
23. The sponsor stated that the solution was not
ideal but was satisfactory both from the legal and
practical standpoints.
24. He explained that the principle of parity,
unfortunately so rigidly defined in Article 86 (1) c,
excluded any flexibility of interpretation. If the
Assembly simply proceeded with the elections then all
meetings of the Trusteeship Council held after 27 April
1960 would be illegal since the principle of parity would
not have been respected.
25. Nor was there room for flexibility of interpre-
tation of the provision in Article 86 (1) b, namely, that
the five permanent members of the Security Council
were to be members of the Trusteeship Council.
26. However, the provision contained in
Article 86 (1) c, that elected members were to be elected
for a three-year term was not one of principle; but even
if it were regarded as such, it would have much less
weight than the two other principles. Furthermore,
the Assembly had already in practice elected members
of the Trusteeship Council to serve for a period of less
than three years to replace other elected members who
had voluntarily resigned before their three-year terms
had expired.
27. In conclusion, the sponsor stated that the ideal
solution would be for the elected members to withdraw
from the Council voluntarily on the appropriate dates.
If they did not, then the Council would draw lots.
That method would be decided upon by the General
Assembly under rules 95 and 133 of its rules of proce-
dure, and the Trusteeship Council would not be acting
on its own instructions as to its composition.
28. By the second draft resolution considered,7 the
General Assembly would decide to elect two members
of the Trusteeship Council in accordance with Article 86
but would resolve to resume its fourteenth session on
28 April 1960 with a view to taking a decision on the

change in the composition of the Trusteeship Council
in accordance with Article 86 (1) c, in connexion with
the reduction in the number of Members administering
Trust Territories.
29. In submitting the draft resolution the sponsor
stated that the view that elections for a three-year
period should take place at the present time could not
be disregarded. However, both provisions of
Article 86 (1) c, regarding the three-year term and
regarding equal representation between administering
and non-administering members, should be complied
with. He noted that the first draft resolution also
offered a reasonable way out of the present difficulties,
and his delegation was prepared to yield priority to it.
However, his delegation was categorically opposed
to deferring action until the fifteenth session.
30. Representatives who considered that the General
Assembly should proceed with the elections and defer,
until the fifteenth session, consideration of any diffi-
culties which might arise during 1960 with regard to
the composition of the Trusteeship Council put forward
the following arguments.8

31. The mutual reconciliation of the two principles
contained in Article 86 (1) c, which was the real diffi-
culty, should take place after and not before the events
had happened. The Charter itself gave no guidance as
to how the problem that had now arisen should be
resolved and the only course the General Assembly
could take was to follow the Charter and elect two
members.
32. As to the solutions proposed, there was nothing
in Article 86 to support the contention that the principle
of parity had to be given precedence over the three-
year term for elected members. Furthermore, parity
had not been maintained from 18 July 1947 when the
United States became an Administering Authority
until 13 November 1947 when elections took place to
redress the imbalance.9

33. Under Article 86, the General Assembly alone
was responsible for electing members to the Trusteeship
Council and could not permit the Council to determine
its own composition by the drawing of lots. There
was no provision in the Charter for membership to be
decided by such a method. It might be resorted to
with the express consent of the elected members but
would be illegal and unconstitutional without their
consent. The question of deciding an issue by drawing
lots was a voluntary matter, just as it was a voluntary
matter for members to cease to be members. The
General Assembly had no authority to say when,
within the three-year term, the elected members should
cease to be members of the Council.
34. The composition of the Council would be legal
at the time it was constituted. If changes took place
during the year they could be rectified at the next
session.

5 G A (XIV), Plen., 857th mtg.
6 G A (XIV), Annexes, a.i. 17, A/L.275/Rev. I (submitted by

Tunisia).
7 G A (XIV), Annexes, a.i. 17, A/L.274 (submitted by USSR).

8 G A (XIV), Pien., 857th mtg.: Afghanistan, paras. 119-
124; Bolivia, paras. 178-185; Ceylon, paras. 135-150; India,
paras. 151-177; Indonesia, paras. 125-134; United Kingdom,
paras. 201-217.

9 For details, see Repertory, vol. IV, under Article 86, paras. 10,
20 and 21.
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35. If the General Assembly were to resume its
fourteenth session on 28 April 1960, what could be done
if the elected members refused to retire from the Council?
The Assembly would then come up against what was
after all the real problem: the inadequacy of the Charter
to meet the present situation. Further consideration
might necessitate the voluntary withdrawal of one or
more permanent members who were formerly adminis-
tering members.
36. There were no easy solutions and a resumed
session might become one for amending the Charter.
There might be a multitude of proposals for amending
Article 86 and the General Assembly would again
find itself in difficulties, many times multiplied.
37. From a practical point of view the holding of a
resumed session might involve financial difficulties and
inconvenience to Member States. It would also inter-
fere with the functioning of the Trusteeship Council.
38. Apart from the anticipated developments in
1960, there were other Trust Territories which would
become independent in the near future. To suggest
that each time a State ceased to be an Administering
Authority the General Assembly should meet to decide
the future composition of the Trusteeship Council was
not a practical proposition.
39. A roll-call vote was taken on the first draft
resolution, paragraph by paragraph.
40. The result of the vote on the draft resolution
as a whole was 45 to 28, with 8 abstentions. The draft
resolution was not adopted, having failed to obtain
the two-thirds majority required under Article 18 of
the Charter and rules 85 and 86 of the rules of procedure
of the General Assembly.
41. The result of the vote on the second draft
resolution was 29 to 26, with 26 abstentions. The draft
resolution was not adopted, having failed to obtain the
required two-thirds majority.
42. A draft resolution was then submitted 10 whereby
the General Assembly would decide, in accordance
with rule 7 of its rules of procedure, to convene on
28 April 1960 a special session to decide the question
of changing the composition of the Trusteeship Council
in accordance with Article 86 (1) c. The Assembly
would further decide to elect at its fourteenth session
two members of the Trusteeship Council in accordance
with Article 86 (1) c.
43. The sponsor stated that under rule 7 a decision
to convene a special session would require only a
simple majority vote.
44. A procedural discussion developed as to whether
the General Assembly should first proceed to elect the
two members of the Council, in accordance with the
agenda, or should first vote upon the draft resolution.
45. A motion that the General Assembly should
proceed forthwith with the elections was adopted by
54 to 3, with 7 abstentions.
46. The results of the elections were that India,
whose term of office was due to expire on 31 December
1959, was re-elected for a further term of three years,

that is up to 31 December 1962; and Bolivia was elected
to replace Haiti for a similar period.
47. Since two members had already been elected
to the Trusteeship Council, voting on the draft resolu-
tion was confined to the paragraph providing for the
convening of a special session of the General Assembly
on 28 April 1960.
48. The paragraph was voted upon by roll-call and
rejected by 32 votes to 26, with 20 abstentions.11

49. As anticipated, the Cameroons under French
administration became independent on 1 January 1960
and Togoland under French administration on 27 April
1960; thus during the twenty-sixth session of the Trustee-
ship Council France ceased to be an Administering
Authority, but remained as a member of the Council
by virtue of Article 86 (1) b. Parity of membership
of the Council consequently did not obtain after
27 April since the Council was then composed of six
administering and eight non-administering members.12

On 1 July 1960, Somaliland under Italian administration
became independent and Italy ceased to be a member
of the Trusteeship Council. Disparity thus continued,
with five administering and eight non-administering
States.
50. At the fifteenth session of the General Assembly
the Secretary-General, by a note dated 21 August I960,13

requested the inclusion in the agenda of an item entitled
"Question of the composition of the Trusteeship
Council". He explained that although the question of
the composition of the Council had been discussed at
the fourteenth session, due to the changes which had
taken place since 27 April 1960, it was presently not
composed in accordance with the provisions of
Article 86 (1) c.
51. In reference to that item, the President of the
General Assembly stated 14 that informal discussions
had taken place between many delegations which had
been closely concerned with it, including all the present
members of the Trusteeship Council. In the light of
those discussions, Members might feel that no action
need be taken on the matter at that session. If that
was agreed, the Trusteeship Council would continue
to function during 1961 on the basis of its present
membership of thirteen. While some delegations might
have reservations it would be generally acceptable as
a working arrangement until the end of 1961, when the
terms of office of three of the elected members of the
Council would expire.
52. In support of the President's suggestion it was
stated 15 that the difficulty that confronted the United
Nations was that until the end of the year it would
be very difficult to satisfy all the provisions of the
Charter relating to the composition of the Trusteeship
Council, in particular, the provision that there should

10 G A (XIV), Annexes, a.i. 17, A/L.277 (submitted by USSR).

11 G A (XIV), Plen. 857th mtg., para. 382.
12 Administering members: Australia, Belgium, Italy, New

Zealand, United Kingdom and United States.
Non-administering members: China, France, USSR (Art. 86

(1) (b), Bolivia, Burma, India, Paraguay and United Arab
Republic, (Art. 86 (1) (r).

13 A/4448 (mimeographed).
14 G A (XV), Plen., 979th mt., paras. 1 and 2.
15 Ibid.: Australia, paras. 17-19.
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be parity between administering and non-administering
members, and the provision that elected members hold
office for a fixed period of years.
53. At the end of the year the situation would
automatically be adjusted by the retirement of certain
elected members. The President's proposals were an
acceptable way of getting through the period until
the end of the year. It was noted that the proposal
was not only acceptable to the Members of the General
Assembly as a whole, but to each of the members of
the Trusteeship Council, and consequently to each of
the permanent members of the Security Council. It
was, therefore, not a dangerous precedent as a working
arrangement.
54. Reservations IG were made to the effect that
since 1960 the composition of the Council had not been
in accordance with the provisions of the Charter and
the Council now found itself in an illegal position which
could impair the validity of its decisions. A decision
to prolong the present state of affairs would mean
to endorse a situation which no longer corresponded
to the legal requirements of Article 86. Any willingness
of the General Assembly to ratify illegal situations could
lead to wholly unpredictable results.
55. The situation was foreseen at the fourteenth
session when a draft resolution had been introduced
to prevent any illegality from arising. Regrettably,
it had not been adopted.
56. It would be a dangerous precedent if some dele-
gations could make working arrangements and expect
every Member of the General Assembly to acquiesce,
particularly when illegality was involved.
57. After those reservations were noted, the Presi-
dent's proposal was considered as adopted.
58. During the remainder of 1961, which included
the eleventh special session held on 10 April 1961 and
the twenty-seventh regular session held from 1 June to
19 July 1961, the Trusteeship Council continued therefore
to be composed of five administering and eight non-
administering States.
59. The terms of office of three elected members of
the Trusteeship Council expired on 31 December 1961 17

and parity of membership was thus restored by the
withdrawal of those members. There was consequently
no need for elections at the sixteenth session of the
General Assembly.
60. It may be noted that during 1961, the United
Kingdom ceased to administer the Trust Territory of
the Cameroons, the Northern Cameroons having
joined the Federation of Nigeria as a separate province
on 1 June 1961 and the Southern Cameroons having
become an integral part of the Republic of Cameroun
on 1 October 1961. On 9 December 1961 it ceased to
administer Tanganyika on the latter's accession to
independence. On 1 January 1962, New Zealand
ceased to administer Western Samoa on the attainment
of independence by that Territory. Both the United
Kingdom and New Zealand remained in the Trusteeship
Council, however, as administering members since,

pursuant to article 2 of the Trusteeship Agreement for
Nauru, those Governments, together with Australia,
were designated as joint Administering Authority for
that Territory.
61. During 1962, parity of membership was main-
tained from 1 January until 1 July 1962 when Ruanda-
Urundi became independent and Belgium ceased to be
an Administering Authority and, consequently, a
member of the Council. During this period, the
twenty-eighth session of the Council was held on 10
and 11 January 1962 and the first part of the twenty-
ninth session from 31 May to 8 June 1962.
62. After 1 July 1962, when Belgium withdrew,
and until the end of the year, parity was not maintained
since the Council was composed of four administering
members and five non-administering members. The
second part of the twenty-ninth session was held during
that period from 2 July to 20 July 1962.
63. On 31 December 1962, the terms of office of the
two members elected at the fourteenth session expired.18

In view of Belgium's withdrawal, however, it was
necessary for the General Assembly to elect only one
member to restore parity of membership of the Council
in accordance with Article 86 (1) c. At its seventeenth
session, the General Assembly elected Liberia to serve
from 1 January 1963 until 31 December 1965. At its
twentieth session, it re-elected Liberia to the Trusteeship
Council to serve from 1 January 1966 until 31 December
1968.
64. All subsidiary bodies established by the Council
during the period under review continued to consist
equally of representatives of administering and non-
administering members as set out in annex II.

B. Participation of States not members of the Trusteeship
Council in the work of the Council

65. The only participation of non-member States
in the work of the Trusteeship Council during the
period under review was in respect of the Trust Territory
of Somaliland under Italian administration. At the
twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth sessions of the Council,
Colombia and the Philippines, as members of the United
Nations Advisory Council for Somaliland, participated
without vote in the discussions of the Council on ques-
tions specifically related to the Territory. The United
Arab Republic, which served as one of the three mem-
bers of the Advisory Council, was a member of the
Trusteeship Council. The representatives of the
members of the Advisory Council also participated in
the Standing Committee on Petitions whenever the
latter examined petitions specifically concerning Somali-
land.
66. Somaliland became independent on 1 July 1960.
From that date supplementary rules A, B, C and D
providing for the participation of members of the
Advisory Council for Somaliland in the work of the
Trusteeship Council were removed from the rules of
procedure of the Trusteeship Council by a decision of
the Trusteeship Council taken at its twenty-sixth
session.19

16 Ibid.: Nigeria, paras. 23 and 24; Pakistan, paras. 20 and 21 ;
Tunisia, paras. 5.

17 Burma, Paraguay and United Arab Republic.

18 Bolivia and India.
19 See this Supplement under Article 90.
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C. Participation of representatives of the indigenous
populations of Trust Territories in the work of the
Trusteeship Council

67. During the period under review visiting missions
to Trust Territories continued to include in their
reports accounts of the views expressed to them by
representative political organizations and institutions.
Requests for oral hearings by representatives of indi-
genous organizations and by private persons continued
to be granted by the Trusteeship Council.20

68. In connexion with resolution 466 (XI)21 in
which the Council expressed the hope that the Admin-
istering Authorities would find it appropriate to
appoint qualified indigenous inhabitants as part of
their delegations, Australia, Italy, New Zealand, the
United Kingdom and the United States responded to
the request during the period under review by including
indigenous inhabitants in their delegations. Thus,
at the fifteenth session of the General Assembly, the
New Zealand delegation included the Prime Minister
of Western Samoa. At the twenty-sixth session of the
Trusteeship Council, the United Kingdom and the
United States delegations included an indigenous
representative from the Cameroons and the Trust
Territory of the Pacific Islands, respectively, and the
Minister of Commerce and Industry, the Under-
secretary in the Prime Minister's Office and two other
indigenous representatives of Somaliland were members
of the Italian delegation. During the twenty-seventh
session of the Council, the Australian delegation
included a teacher from New Guinea and a member of
the Local Government Council of Nauru. The Prime
Minister and the Minister of Commerce and Industry
of the Trust Territory of Tanganyika were members of
the United Kingdom delegation; and the President of
the Truk Congress in the Trust Territory of the Pacific
Islands was a member of the United States delegation.
At the twenty-ninth session, the Head Chief of Nauru,
a member of the Legislative Council and a doctor from
New Guinea were members of the Australian delegation.
At the thirtieth session, the Australian delegation inclu-
ded the Head Chief of Nauru, a member of the Legisla-
tive Council and a school teacher from New Guinea.
The United States delegation included an indigenous
representative of the Trust Territory of the Pacific
Islands. At the thirty-first session, three New Guinean
officials and the Head Chief and a Council member
from Nauru were included in the Australian delegation.
Two indigenous representatives of the Trust Territory
of the Pacific Islands were included in the United States
delegation. At the thirty-third session, two indigenous
representatives from New Guinea and the Head Chief
and a member of the Local Government Council of
Nauru were members of the Australian delegation, and
an indigenous representative from the Trust Territory
of the Pacific Islands was a member of the United States
delegation.
69. At the twenty-seventh session of the Council22

the question arose, in reference to the indigenous repre-

sentative from Nauru who was a member of the Austra-
lian delegation, whether or not such a representative
could state his own views on matters under discussion
and, in the case in point, the reaction of the Nauruan
people to recent proposals of the Australian Minister
of State for Territories concerning resettlement of the
Nauruans.
70. In that connexion it was argued that questions
about the policy of the Australian Government should
be addressed to the Australian representative or to its
Special Representative.
71. On the other hand, it was stated that all members
of the Council would wish to know the views of the
indigenous representative on such a vital issue as
resettlement and since the Local Government Council
of Nauru had informed the last Visiting Mission that
it wished a Nauruan to appear before the Council to
express the views of Nauruans, it could be assumed that
the indigenous representative had such views in mind
when he accepted the Australian invitation to attend
meetings of the Council.
72. No vote was taken on the matter but the indi-
genous representative, as a member of the Australian
delegation, subsequently answered questions concerning
the resettlement of the people of Nauru.
73. During the twenty-ninth session, the represen-
tative of Australia stated 23 that the two indigenous
representatives from New Guinea would answer
questions put to them. They accordingly took their
seats at the Council table and replied to questions.
Similarly, at the Council's thirtieth and thirty-third
sessions, indigenous representatives of Nauru, New
Guinea and the Pacific Islands took their seats at the
Council table as occasion demanded.

D. The question of the verification of the composition
of the Trusteeship Council in accordance with the
terms of the Charter

74. During the period under review, the Council
either approved or took note of the reports of the
Secretary-General on credentials.24 On each occasion,25

there was some discussion concerning the representation
of China.
75. At the twenty-fifth session a separate vote was
requested on the credentials of the representative of
China.26 That proposal was rejected by 10 votes to 4,

20 See this Supplement under Article 87, paras. 48-50.
21 See Repertory Supplement No. 2, vol. Ill, under Article 86,

para. 10.
22 T C (XXVII), 1155th and 1156th mgts.

23 T C (XXLX,, 1159th mtg.
24 Twenty-fifth to thirty-third sessions of the Trusteeship

Council respectively: T/1503 and Rev.l; T/1520 and Add. 1-4;
T/1570 and Add. 1-3; T/1585 (partial report; consideration
postponed until all credentials received at twenty-ninth session);
T/1598; T/1612; T/1626; T/1640 and Add.l; T/1655 (all mimeo-
graphed).

25 T C (XXV), 1049th mtg.; T C (XXVI), 1060th mtg.; T C
(XXVII), 1145th mtg., T C (XXIX), 1193rd mtg.; T C (XXX),
1207th mtg.; T C (XXXI), 1234th mtg.; T C (XXXII), 1249th
mtg.; T C (XXXIII), 1283rd mtg. Regarding the representation
of China in other organs of the United Nations, see this Supple-
ment under Article 9 and references given thereto.

26 T C (XXV), 1049th mtg.: USSR, para. 6. Reservations
on the representation of China were also expressed by Burma,
India and the United Arab Republic.
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and the report as a whole was approved by 13 votes to
none, with 1 abstention.
76. At the twenty-sixth session, an amendment to a
proposal of the President that the Secretary-General's
report on credentials should be approved was submitted ;
under its terms the Council would approve the report
"with the exception of the credential of the persons
enumerated under the heading China1'.27

77. A proposal was also submitted whereby the
Council would decide not to consider for the duration
of the twenty-sixth session any proposals to exclude
the representatives of the Government of the Republic
of China or to seat representatives of the Central
People's Government of the People's Republic of
China.28

78. The latter proposal was adopted by 10 votes
to 4.
79. The amendment to the President's proposal was
rejected by 10 votes to 4.
80. The report of the Secretary-General on creden-
tials was approved by 13 votes to none, with 1 abstention.

27 T C (XXVI), 1060th mtg.: USSR, para. 3. Reservations on
the representation of China were also expressed by Burma,
India and the United Arab Republic.

28 Ibid., United States, para. 5.

81. Separate votes on the credentials of the repre-
sentatives of China were not requested at the twenty-
seventh and the twenty-ninth to thirty-third sessions
inclusive, although reservations were made by certain
delegations regarding the representation of China.29

At the twenty-seventh, twenty-ninth and thirtieth
sessions, the reports of the Secretary-General were
approved, respectively, by 12 votes to none, with
1 abstention; 6 votes to none, with 2 abstentions; and
unanimously. No votes were taken on the reports of
the Secretary-General at the thirty-first, thirty-second
and thirty-third sessions. At the thirty-first and
thirty-second sessions, on the proposal of the President,
the Council decided to take note of the reports and
also to note the reservations made. At the thirty-third
session, the Council decided to approve the report and
to take note of the reservations made.

**E. Qualifications of representatives of members

29 T C29 T C (XXVII), 1145th mtg.: India, para. 39; Burma and
United Arab Republic, para. 40; USSR, para. 35; T C (XXIX),
1193rd mtg.: India, para. 4; USSR, para. 1; T C (XXX), 1207th
mtg.: USSR, paras. 85 and 91; T C (XXXI), 1234th mtg.:
France, para. 65; USSR, paras. 59-61; T C (XXXII), 1249th
mtg.: France, para. 46; USSR, paras. 43 and 44; TC (XXXIII),
1283rd mtg.: France, para. 4, USSR, para. 2.

ANNEX I

Membership of the Trusteeship Council (during its twenty-fifth to thirty-third regular sessions
and its tenth, eleventh and twelfth special sessions)

MEMBERS ADMINISTERING TRUST TERRITORIES
Australia
Belgium a

France &

Italy c

New Zealand
United Kingdom
United States

MEMBERS NOT ADMINISTERING TRUST TERRITORIES

Members mentioned by name in Article 23 and not administering Trust Territories

China
Union of Soviet Socialist Republic
France *

Members elected by the General Assembly

Session of the General Regular session of the Special sessions of the
Member Assembly at which the Trusteeship Council during Trusteeship Council during

member was elected which the member served which the member served

Bolivia
Burma
Haiti
India
Liberia
Paraguay
United Arab Republic e . .

XIV
XIII
XI
XI, XIV
XVII, XX
XIII
XIII

XXV-XXIX
XXV-XXVII

XXV-XXIX
XXX-XXXIII
XXV-XXVII
XXV-XXVII

X-XI
X-XI
X
X-XI
XII
X-XI
X-XI

« Up to 1 July 1962.
& Up to 27 April 1960.
» Up to 1 July 1960.
d From 27 April 1960.
e On 7 March 1958, the United Arab Republic occupied the seat previously held by Syria.
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ANNEX II

Membership of subsidiary bodies of the Trusteeship Council

Committees
Members not administering

Trust Territories

Standing Committee on Administrative Unions a Paraguay
(25th-27th sessions) Unit d Arab Republic

Standing Committee on Petitions b

(25th-29th sessions)

Committee on Classification of Petitions c

(25th-27th sessions)

China
India
USSR

Committee on Rural Economic Development of China
the Trust Territories d India
(25th-27th sessions)

Visiting Missions

United Nations Visiting Mission to Trust Paraguay
Territories in East Africa, 1960 United Arab Republic

United Nations Visiting Mission to the Trust Bolivia
Territory of the Pacific Islands, 1961 India

United Nations Visiting Mission to the Trust China
Territory of the Pacific Islands, 1964 Liberia

United Nations Visiting Mission to the Trust France
Territory of the Pacific Islands, 1967 Liberia

United Nations Visiting Mission to the Trust Bolivia
Territories of Nauru and New Guinea, 1962 India

United Nations Visiting Mission to the Trust France
Territories of Nauru and New Guinea, 1965 Liberia

Drafting Committees

Twenty-sixth session:

Nauru

New Guinea

Pacific Islands

Ruanda-Urundi

Tanganyika

Western Samoa

China
Paraguay

India
USSR

Bolivia
Burma

Burma
China

Paraguay
United Arab Republic

United Arab Republic
USSR

Members administering
Trust Territories

United States
New Zealand

Belgium
United Kingdom
United States

United Arab Republic Australia

United Kingdom
United States

New Zealand
United States

Belgium
United Kingdom

New Zealand
United Kingdom

Australia
United Kingdom

United Kingdom
United States

United Kingdom
United States

Italy
United States

Belgium
United Kingdom

New Zealand
United Kingdom

New Zealand
United Kingdom

Australia
Italy

Australia
United States

a Dissolved at the 1146th meeting on 13 June 1961 (twenty-seventh session).
b At its twenty-seventh and twenty-sight sessions (13 July 1961, 1171st mtg. and 11 January

1962, 1179th mtg.), the appointment of members of the Standing Committee on Petitions was
deferred to its twenty-ninth session.

At its twenty-ninth session the Trusteeship Council adopted resolution 2134 (XXIX) under
which it decided to delete rule 90 of its rules of procedure. The Standing Committee on Petitions
was thereby discontinued.

c Dissolved at the 1171st meeting on 13 July 1961 (twenty-seventh session).
d In 1960, the Committee on Rural Economic Development of the Trust Territories was

composed of the representatives of Chine, India, France and the United Kingdom.
At its twenty-sixth session (10 May 1960, 1077th mtg.), the President of the Trusteeship

Council informed the Council of a change which had taken place in the composition of the
Committee on Rural Economic Development of the Trust Territories. He said that in view of
the changed nature of its membership in the Council, the French delegation had found it no
longer possible to continue as a member of that Committee. The delegation of the United States
had consented to serve in the place of France for the current session.

Dissolved at the 1173rd meeting on 14 July 1961 (twenty-seventh session).
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Membership of subsidiary

Committees

Drafting Committees (continued):

Twenty-seventh session:
Nauru

New Guinea

Pacific Islands

Twenty-ninth session:
Nauru
New Guinea
Pacific Islands

Thirtieth session:

Nauru
New Guinea

Pacific Islands

Thirty-first session:
Nauru
New Guinea
Pacific Islands

Thirty-second session:

Nauru
New Guinea
Pacific Islands

Thirty-third session:
Nauru
New Guinea
Pacific Islands

ANNEX II

bodies of the Trusteeship Council (continued)

Members not administering
Trust Territories

China
Paraguay
Burma
India
Burma
United Arab Republic

India
Bolivia
India

Liberia
France
China

China
Liberia
China
Liberia

France
Liberia
Liberia

Liberia
China
France

Members administering
Trust Territories

Belgium
United States
United Kingdom
United States
Australia
New Zealand

United States
New Zealand
New Zealand

United States
New Zealand
United Kingdom

United States
United Kingdom
New Zealand
United Kingdom

United States
United Kingdom
New Zealand

United States
New Zealand
Australia




