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TEXT OF ARTICLE 9 

1. The General Assembly shall consist of all the Members of the 

United Nations. 

2. Each Member shall have not more than five representatives in the 

General Assembly. 

INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

1. The present study of Article 9 follows the pattern adopted in the Repertory and 

in the nine previous Supplements. Decisions are grouped under the name of the 

State whose membership or credentials were called into question by other Member 

States, first in the Credentials Committee, if applicable, and then in the plenary. If a 

pattern or trend is detected, it is described in detail and all sessions in which it was 

applied are noted.  

I. GENERAL SURVEY 

2. The application of Article 9(1) was primarily the same as in previous years. 

During the period under review, five new members were admitted to the United 

Nations.  

3. The application of Article 9(2) gave rise to discussions similar to those reported in 

previous Supplements regarding the representation of a Member State in the General 

Assembly and the recognition of credentials to which objections had been raised by 

other Member States. This was the case in respect of Afghanistan and Israel. 
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4. At the fifty-fifth session, the Credentials Committee met twice during the session 

and issued two reports to be considered by the General Assembly.1 The first report of 

the Committee was considered by the Assembly after the conclusion of the general 

debate and the second report later in the session.2 From the fifty-sixth to the sixty-

third sessions, the Credentials Committee met only once during each session and 

issued a single report that was considered by the Assembly after the conclusion of the 

general debate.3  

5. In the Credentials Committee, the validity of the credentials of Afghanistan was 

questioned during the fifty-fifth and fifty-sixth sessions (see paras. 10 - 11). 

II. ANALYTICAL SUMMARY OF PRACTICE 

A. Practice relating to Article 9(1) 

6. During the period under review, which covers the fifty-fifth to sixty-third regular 

sessions and the twenty-third to twenty-eighth special sessions, the membership of the 

United Nations was enlarged through the admission of five new members, as follows: 

Member state GA Resolution Date 

Tuvalu 55/1 5 September 2000 

Serbia (formerly the Federal Republic of 

Yugoslavia 4) 

55/12 1 November 2000 

Switzerland  57/1 10 September 2002 

Timor-Leste 57/3 27 September 2002 

Montenegro 60/264 28 June 2006 

 

                                                 
1 A/55/537; A/55/537/Add.1 
2 A/55/PV.52 page 1; A/55/PV.82 page 4 
3 A/56/724; A/57/634; A/58/625; A/59/602; A/60/595; A/61/648; A/62/596; A/63/633 
4 On 4 February 2003, following the adoption and promulgation of the Constitutional Charter of Serbia and Montenegro by the 
Assembly of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, the official name of "Federal Republic of Yugoslavia" was changed to Serbia 
and Montenegro. In a letter dated 3 June 2006, the President of the Republic of Serbia informed the Secretary-General that the 
membership of Serbia and Montenegro was being continued by the Republic of Serbia, following Montenegro's declaration of 
independence. 
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7. As in the past, membership became effective on the date at which the General 

Assembly took its decision on the application, in accordance with the rules of 

procedure of the Assembly. All admissions were taken without a vote5, and in 

accordance with past practice, the delegations of the new Member States were 

escorted to their seats in the General Assembly Hall. 

 

B. Practice relating to Article 9(2) 

1. COMPOSITION OF DELEGATIONS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

** (a) Number of representatives 

 

 (b) Accreditation by Governments of their representatives: issuance of credentials 

8. The practice regarding the issuance of the credentials of representatives to the 

General Assembly remained unchanged. 

 

(c) Representation of a Member State in the General Assembly 

9. As had been the case during the periods covered by the previous Supplements, 

objections were raised both in the Credentials Committee and in the plenary as to the 

validity of the credentials of the representatives of some Member States. 

 

2. CONSIDERATION BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF CREDENTIALS  

OF REPRESENTATIVES 

(a) Procedure for examination and approval 

(i) Afghanistan 

 

                                                 
5 A/55/PV.1 page 5; A/55/PV.48 page 27; A/57/PV.1 page 6; A/57/PV.20 page 2;A/60/PV.91 page 6 
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10. At the fifty-fifth session, during the first meeting of the Credentials Committee, 

the Assistant Secretary-General for Legal Affairs informed the Committee that two 

sets of credentials had been received for the delegation of Afghanistan6. The 

Committee decided to take the same position as had been taken at the fifty-fourth 

session of the General Assembly and defer a decision on the credentials of 

representatives of Afghanistan, on the understanding that the current representatives 

of Afghanistan accredited to the United Nations could continue to participate in the 

work of the General Assembly. 

11.  During the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth special sessions, the Credentials 

Committee, having considered the question of the credentials of Afghanistan, decided 

to take the same position as was taken at the fifty-fifth regular session of the General 

Assembly.7 

12. At the fifty-sixth session, the Assistant Secretary-General for Legal Affairs 

informed the Credentials Committee that with regard to Afghanistan, in accordance 

with the Agreement on provisional arrangements on Afghanistan, pending the re-

establishment of permanent government institutions, which was endorsed by the 

Security Council on 6 December 2001 in its resolution 1383 (2001), the Interim 

Authority was due to take office on 22 December 2001, and as such, formal 

credentials of the representatives of Afghanistan would be submitted on or after that 

date8. The Committee proceeded to recommend to the General Assembly, the 

adoption of a draft resolution accepting all the credentials of the representatives of the 

Member States that had been received by the Secretariat, without any further 

reference to the credentials of the representatives of Afghanistan.   

 
                                                 
6 A/55/537, para. 6. 
7 A/S-25/6, para. 10; A/S-26/5, para. 10. 
8 A/56/724, para. 4. 
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(ii) Israel 

13. Starting from the fifty-fifth session9, during the General Assembly’s consideration 

of the reports of the Credentials Committee, the representative of the Islamic Republic 

of Iran voiced reservations regarding the credentials of the representatives of Israel. 

Similar statements had been made in previous sessions as well, as noted in previous 

Supplements of this study.  

 

 (b) Provisional admission of representatives to a session 

14. During the period under review, the Credentials Committee continued its practice 

of recommending to the General Assembly that representatives who did not have 

credentials in conformity with rule 27 of the Rules of Procedure should be seated with 

the same rights as other representatives pending the receipt of formal credentials. 

 

** (c) Statement on the scope or credential 

                                                 
9 A/55/PV.52; A/56/PV.92; A/57/PV.73; A/58/PV.75; A/59/PV.74; A/60/PV.67; A/61/PV.84; 
A/62/PV.79 and A/63/670. 


